
Eastern Province chairman 
elected new vice-president 
THE Chairman of the Eastern 
Province Region, Thembinkosi 
Mkalipi* has been 'elected as 
FOSATU's new vice-president. 

Brother Mkalipi* who is a sen* 
ior shop steward at a Port Eliz­
abeth paint factory, was elected 
to his new post during the last 
Central Committee meeting. 

He replaces Andrew Zulu who 
automatically lost his position 
when he left the Metal and 
Allied Workers Union to form 
the break-away United Mining, 
Metal and Allied Workers of 
South Africa, 

Brother Mkalipi was born in 
the PE township of KwaZakhele 
back in 1958 - both his parents 
were workers. 

'My father worked for a cons­
truction firm as a general labour­
er and my mother was a domest­
ic worker," he told FOSATU 
Worker News. 

His early schooldays were 
spent at a school at Witkleibos 
near Humansdorp. 

#My parents sent me away 
from the townships to keep mo 
out of trouble/ he said. 

But in the strife ridden days of 
1976-7 he was back in KwaZa­
khele. 

The school boycotts were 
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much rougher then than they arc 
now - lots of people were 
killed/ he said. 

Brother Mkalipi said he had 
been forced to leave school in 
1977 'because of the type of act­
ivities I was involved in\ 

He said he had been a member 
of the black consciousness link­
ed South African Students Mov­
ement, which was banned after 
1976. 

'Some of my friends were kilt 
edt some detained and some left 
the country/ he said. 

'For two years I moved around 
as it was not easy to settle down 
because of the situation/ he 
added. 

'I came back to Port Elizabeth 
in 1979 and started to look for 
work/ Brother Mkalipi said. 

In October, he said, he started 
working at Plascon and has been 
working there ever since. 

'Before the Ford and VW 
strikes in the 80's we knew noth­
ing about trade unions/ he said. 

'But because of the strikes, 
some workers at Plascon decided 
to find oul which was the best 
union to join — we looked at 
GWUSA, ' MACWUSA and 
FOSATU/ Brother Mkalipi said. 

He said the two Plascon fact* 
ories in Port Elizabeth had been 
split on which union they want­
ed to join. 

'Workers at the smaller car 
paint factory wanted to join 
MACWUSA but we at the house­
hold paint factory wanted to 
join FOSATU/he said. 

'Finally, they went it alone 
and we went it alone/ he added. 

Thembinkosi Mkalipi 

But in 1982 the FOSATU 
affiliated Chemical Workers Ind­
ustrial Union signed a recognit­
ion agreement with the company 
as the majority union, 

'This gave us shop steward and 
basic union rights and even cov­
ered workers in the other fact­
ory/ Brother Mkalipi said. 

In the same year he was elect­
ed as the chairman of the Port 
Elizabeth local and recently 
took over as regional chairman 
when John Gomomo stepped 
dowtu 

When asked about his earlier 
links with black consciousness, 
Brother Mkalipi said, *I cannot 
dispute that black consciousness 
played a relevant role in the 
struggle/ 

'But when I came to the fact­
ory things were different. All 
workers were treated the same 
whether black or white/ 

'I supported FOSATU because 
of its non-racial policy/ he said, 

'As a student I didn't think 
workers should lead the struggle 
but now I see that only when 
workers take the lead will decis­
ions be taken which serve the 
interests of the workers which 
are the majority in our society/ 
Brother Mkalipi concluded-


