
World federation condemns 'witchhunt' 
THE giant International Confed­
eration of Free Trade Unions 
(ICFTU) has slammed the South 
African government for the det­
ention of FOSATU president, 
Chris Dl.i,nini and other trade 
unionists. 

And has warned that such acts 
of repression 'can no longer be 
tolerated by the international 
community*. 

The ICFTU called for the un­
conditional release uf all those 
detained and demanded that 
they be given the freedom to 
carry out their trade union act-
iv i ties. 

In the statement released only 
hours after the arrest of Chris 

Dlamini, the ICFTU said it 
strongly condemned "the witch­
hunt* being carried out against 
trade union leaders in South 
Africa. 

It added that this was another 
example of 'the emptiness, and 
the mockery of so-called trade 
union reforms'. 

The International Metalwork­
ers Federation (IMF) has also 
added its voice to the world­
wide protest over the recent 
detentions. 

IMF general secretary. Herman 
Rcbhan said, Mf the South Afric­
an authorities intend to use the 
recent work stoppages and prot­
ests as an excuse to move against 

the trade unions, this will have 
major repercussions internation­
ally/ 

He warned that any repression 
of the independent trade union 
movement could lead the world 
trade union movement 'to agree 
with those who denounce the 
possibility of peaceful change" 
and instead call for the 'most 
extreme measures against the 
apartheid government*. 

Brother Dlamini, a shop stew* 
ard at Kelloggs in Springs, was 
taken from the factory by 
security police on November 9. 

Metal and Allied Workers 
Union Transvaal branch secret­
ary, Moses Mayekiso, was detain­

ed after a prc-dawn raid on his 
Alexandra home the day before. 

And on September lO, the 
Transvaal branch secretary of 
the National Union of Textile 
Workers, Bangi Solo, was also 
arrested by security police. 

Early on November 14, the 
Transport and General Workers 
Union's Transvaal branch chair* 
man, Jethro Dlalisa, was detain* 
ed. 

This brings to four the number 
of FOSATU unionists being held 
after this recent wave of detent­
ions. 

The detentions come soon 
after the two-day stay-away in 

the Transvaal which was supp­
orted by FOSATU. 

Brother Mayekiso represented 
FOSATU on the ad-hoc comm­
ittee which announced the stay-
away and which sent a teleg­
ram to the Minister detailing 
the demands. 

And Brother Solo had been 
appointed by the Central Comro* 
ittce to keep FOSATU informed 
of all the events taking place in 
the Transvaal townships. 

While carrying out the detent­
ions the security* police also 
searched FOSATU'l Germiston 
offices and took photographs 
and names of all those working 
there. 
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