
TUCSA 
union 
deserted 
WORKERS from another leather 
factory have deserted a TUCSA 
union and joined the National 
Union of Textile Workers. 

The workers from Honey and 
Sons Tannery at Nigel follow 
close on the heels of leather 
workers from Jaguar Shoes at 
Pictermaritzburg who joined 
NUTW earlier this year. 

NUTW branch secretary, Bangi 
Solo said the union had held a 
meeting with the Nigel workers 
in June which was attended by 
just over 80 percent of the 
tannery's workforce, 

'When we looked at the work
ers* pay slips we found they had 
been paying dues to the Tran^ 
vaal Leather Industrial Union,' 
he said. 

'But workers said they had 
been completely unaware that 
they were members of a union 
and said that it had held no 
activities at their factory/ he 
added. 

Brother Solo said the workers 
had said that 'anyway they did 
not want a union imposed on 
Ihem, they want one that they 
have chosen*. 

i n the meeting, workers com
plained that their foremen abus
ed them calling them kaffirs and 
baboons and that there were a 
lot of dismissals for minor 
things like smoking in the 
toilets/ he said. 

Brother Solo said that by July 
the union had signed up 90 per
cent of the workers and decided 
it was time to introduce them* 
selves to the company. 

'We spoke to the Group 
Personnel Manager who said he 
was not opposed to the union 
and asked for proof of mem
bership/ he said* 

Shortly after this, Brother 
Solo said, the TUCSA union 
went to the factory and tried to 
address workers. 

*ln the meeting which was held 
in the canteen, the workers ask
ed the union official where he 
had been all this time/ 

'When he failed to answer 
their questions satisfactorily, the 
workers told him to leave and 
not to come back and they then 
left the canteen/ he said. 

Brother Solo said workers 
were slill 'pushing'.management 
to deal with the union. 

'But they are reaching a stage 
of frustration and anything 
could happen/ he added. 


