
Frame pinned down! 
FRAME has finally been pinned 
down* 

And early next year a large 
number of Frametex workers 
will give evidence in the indust­
rial court in support of the 
union's recognition case. 

Since 1982 the workers have 
been waiting patiently for this 
moment* 

Their employer, meanwhile, 
has been running from one court 
to another in an attempt to stop 
NUTW*s case being heard. 

The union's case revolves 
around a rreeting with Frame 
director, Abe Frame, in October 
1982 where he agreed to recog­
nise NUTW at Frametex if it 
could prove it had majority 
membership. 

NUTW then submitted over 
2 000 membership forms to 
management* most of which 
they refused to accept. 

Soon after this. Frame went 
ahead and recognised TUCSA's 
Textile Workers Industrial Union 

because, it claimed, the majority 
of workers in the company's 
New Germany mills belonged to 
TW1U. 

Frame denies that it had 
agreed to recognise NUTW at 
Frametex saying it is company 
policy to only recognise a union 
which has the majority in the 
entire complex. 

In court, NUTW will argue 
that Frame deliberately encour­
aged the sweetheart TWJU and 
workers will tell how company 
officials forced them to resign 
from the union. 

Frame's last attempt to block 
the industrial court case was 
made on September 17 in the 
Supreme Court. 

The court dismissed the com­
pany's arguments and now, at 
last, the recognition case will go 
ahead. 

While waiting for Frame to fiiv 
ish its journey through the 
courts, NUTW has been recruit­

ing workers in other mills in the 
complex* 

And the union now believes it, 
and not the TWIU, has a major­
ity membership in the New 
Germany complex. 

It would appear that the com­
pany now has no reason to ref­
use to recognise NUTW. 

Predictably, this makes little 
difference to the company and 
so the union has been forced to 
declare a dispute on this issue 
as well, 

NUTW is waiting for the Min­
ister of Manpower to appoint a 
Conciliation Board* 

Meanwhile, after another 
court battle, Frame has been 
forced to cancel TW] U stop 
orders for workers at the Pino* 
tex mill who have crossed over 
to NUTW - the company had 
initially refused to do this. 

The New Year could see the 
end of one of the toughest, and 
longest, recognition battles in 
South African labour history. 


