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Thousands su 
stay-away ca 
as anger rises in 
Transvaal townships 

THE growing strength of 
organised workers was clear­
ly demonstrated by the 
success of the two-day stay-
away in the Transvaal. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
workers heeded the call 
made by the independent 
trade union movement and 
other progressive organis­
ations to remain at home 
on November 5/6. 

Townships on the East 
Rand and on the Vaai 
reported that up to 99 per­
cent of the residents obser­
ved the stay-away call. 

Factories, shops and off­
ices in the Transvaal were 
forced to close when no 
workers turned up. 

The Transvaal stay-away 
was the most successful dis­
play of wide-spread protest 
that South Africa has seen 
for years. 

It has its origins in the 
growing discontent in the 
country's black townships. 

Since the beginning of the 
year, students in many 
township have been boy­
cotting school in protest 
against inferior bantu educ­
ation. 

At one stage an estimated 
160 000 students nation­
wide were involved in the 
boycott. 

They are demanding 
democratic Student Rep­
resentative Councils, an end 
to age restrictions, the re­
instatement of expelled 
students, free books and 
schooling, and the end to 
all corporal punishment. 

At the time of the new 
constitution elections, In­
dian and 'coloured' stud­
ents joined the boycott in 
order to show their reject­
ion of the *ncw deal*. 

During the boycott, stud­
ent leaders have been det­
ained and numerous school-

Riot police patrol the townships during the stay-away 

children have been shot 
dead by police. 

Worker parents are natur­
ally sympathetic to their 
children?/ struggle and in 
many townships joint pa­
rent-student committees 
have been set up to offer 
support. 

On top of this, workers 
arc having to meet ever 
increasing rent, food and 
transport costs at a time 
when employers are using 
the recession as an excuse 
to block wage increases. 

The dropping of GST off 
certain 'essential* foodstuffs 

has done little to help this 
situation. 

Workers in the townships 
have also had to face un­
employment as industries 
step up retrenchment. 

The government's hope­
lessly inadequate Un­
employment Insurance 

Fund offers no relief for 
them. 

This growing frustration 
boiled over first in the Vaai 
townships when town 
councillors announced a 
rent increase from Septem­
ber I, 
TURN TO PAGE TWO 



Township residents barricade (he streets to keep the hippos away 

Army doesn't stay-away 
FROM PAGE ONE 

These were the same 
councillors who were voted 
in by less than 9 percent of 
the township residents as 
the rest boycotted the elect-' 
tons. 

Towards the beginning of 
September workers stayed 
away from work. 

Angry residents burnt 
councillors' shops and 
houses, beer lulls and gov­
ernment offices in Sharpe-
ville, Evaton and Sebokeng. 

The only response that 
the government could come 
up with was armed force. 

On October 23, the resid­
ents of Sebokeng woke up 
to face 7 000 gun barrels. 
The army had moved in. 

Police went from door-to-
door and arrested hundreds 
of people for petty 

offences. 
Carrying machine-guns, 

the army handed out pam­
phlets and stickers at road­
blocks which said "Trust 
me. I am your friend*. 

Is it surprising that few 
township residents believed 
them? 

Soon, the unrest spread to 
other townships in the 
Transvaal. 

The police backed by the 
army increased its presence 
in the townships until a 
state of virtual civil war 
existed. 

In KwaThema on October 
22, workers tayed away 
from work and sent a telex 
to the Minister of Law and 
Order and the Minister of 
Education. 

The telex demanded that 
the army and the police be 

removed from the town­
ships, the release of det­
ainees, the stopping of har­
assment of students and 
that the students' demands 
be met. 

As the situation worsened 
FOSATU set up a special 
sub-committee to monitor 
the developments in the 
townships. 

When the stay-away was 
suggested. FOSATU had no 
hesitation in hacking it 
having been fully informed 
of the crisis that was rapidly 
developing in the town­
ships. 

The massive support for 
the stay-away clearly shows 
the extent of the very real 
frustration of FOSATU 
members a frustration, to 
which the government's 
only response was to detain 
worker leaders. 


