
Meat bosses crack 
THE Sweet Food and Allied 
Workers Union has cracked the 
hard-line altitude of the manage
ment at the Cato Ridge Abbatt* 
oir. 

And the union is rapidly re* 
emerging as a powerful force 
among the Cato Ridge workers. 

Last year SFAWU suffered a 
set-back when all its members 
were dismissed at Vlcissentraal 
- another Cato Ridge factory. 

The workers were dismissed 
after they struck in support of 
their demand for the reinstate
ment of five key union activists. 

However, inspile of this set
back workers in the area rem

ained loyal to SFAWU and to 
FOSATU, 

And by early this year, the 
union reported that it had a 
majority at the State-owned 
Abba tt oir 

The union approached the 
company for recognition but 
it insisted thai SFAWU extend 
its scope of registration to cover 
Cato Ridge and that it produce 
an audited statement proving 
paid up membership. 

The workers rejected this, sec-
ing it as a delaying tactic. As a 
result the union threatened to 
declare a dispute saying that 

the company's unwillingness to 
recognise a majority union 
amounted to an unfair labour 
practice. 

Recently the company backed 
down and has now agreed to give 
the union stop order facilities 
and has begun negotiations 
towards a full recognition agree
ment. 

A Cato Ridge worker said the 
union had won a 'massive vict
ory", 

*Thc bosses thought they had 
crushed us at Vleissentraal but 
FOSATU can never be crushed/ 
he said-


