
Franz Falke 
turns around 
IN a major turn-around. Western 
Cape textile factory, Franz 
Falke has agreed to begin negot* 
iations towards recognising the 
National Union of Textile Work* 
ers 

This German-based company 
had initially gone out of its way 
to block the unionisation of its 
workers and instead attempted 
to introduce a works comm
ittee. 

This led to the NUTW taking 
the matter up with the 250000 
strong German textile union 
which pledged its support. 

At a recent sitting of a Conc
iliation Board, the company 
agreed not to victimise union 
members and has granted stop 
order facilities. 

However. Franz Falke, though, 
only changed its initial stand 
when the majority of the work
force proclaimed their support 
for the NUTW in interviews with 
department of Labour officials. 

And at this stage it has refused 

lo disband the works committee 
or to re-instate workers who 
were unfairly dismissed. 

So although the union and the 
company have begun to travel 
on the road towards recognition, 
the journey is unlikely to be a 
smooth one. 

A union spokesman said there 
were still a number of obstacles 
to overcome but the union was 
making 'slow but steady prog
ress*. 

At another Western Cape fact
ory, Table Bay Spinners, the 
union has appealed to the Ind
ustrial Court against an indust
rial council decision not to grant 
it stop order facilities. 

Once again a TUCSA union 
is abusing its position on an 
Industrial Council. 

The Textile Workers Industrial 
Union is deliberately blocking 
the right of Table Bay Spinners' 
workers lo be represented by the 
NUTW. 


