
Pipe-wielding 
gang attacks 
NUTW members 
while recruiting 
THE Frame campaign was rec
ently marred by violence when 
supporters and shop stewards of 
the Textile Workers Industrial 
Union beat up and seriously 
injured three members of the 
National Union of Textile 
Workers 

As a result criminal charges 
have been laid against these 
TWIU members. 

Albert Hadebe 

The incident occured one eve
ning last month when NUTW 
meirfcers were peacefully recr
uiting workers outside Frame's 
Pinetex mill. 

Brother Albert Hadebe who 
was severely injured said while 
he was signing up workers he 
had noticed a shop steward from 
the red card union (TWIU) with 
'something* in his hand. 

i got a strange feeling as this 
man had previously chased me 
and said he would kill me. 

*He then started whistling to 
call all the people around/ 
Brother Hadebe said. 

He said he had then pushed 
NUTW organiser, Jabulani Gwala 
aside as he could see what was 
going to happen. 

'After that the fight started 
and the people with sticks and 
pipes began hitting mc and I fell 
down/ he said. 

Brother Albert Hadebe was 
taken to hospital where his 
broken arm was treated and 
numerous cuts on his body 
and head were stitched. 

Sisters Gugu Khambule and 
Sina Buthelezi also had cuts 
from the attack which were 
stitched. 

At the Frame meeting at 
Kranskloof. NUTW general 
secretary, John Copelyn told 
workers that it was obvious that 
a number of 'red card' activists 
were getting desperate. 

i t would be easy for us to get 
sticks and do the same thing to 
TWIU members* he said. 

'But our fight is not with other 
workers. It is with Frame/ he 
told the crowded meeting. 


