
THE NEW U kB 

On t h e 1 s t October the amended 
I n d u s t r i a l C o n c i l i a t i o n Act 
d e a l i n g wi th t r a d e un ion 
r i g h t s and c o l l e c t i v e 
b a r g a i n i n g became law. At the 
l a s t m i n u t e , however t h e 
Government was forced t o make 
an impor t an t c o n c e s s i o n . 

The M i n i s t e r of Labour 
announced an exemption t h a t 
would ex tend t r a d e un ion 
r i g h t s t o n e a r l y a l l w o r k e r s . 
The exemption was g a z e t t e d on 
t h e 28th September . 

REGISTERED TRADE UNION RIGHTS. 

LAW 

c o u n t r i e s o u t s i d e t h e old 
b o r d e r s of South Afr ica w i l l 
no t be a l lowed t o j o i n a 
r e g i s t e r e d t r a d e u n i o n . 

Th i s means t h a t c i t i z e n s of 
t h e s o - c a l l e d independent 
s t a t e s of T r a n s k e i , Bophu-
tu t swana and Venda can j o i n 
r e g i s t e r e d un ions b u t c i t i z e n s 
of say Lesotho or Swazi land 
canno t j o i n . 

CRITICISMS OF THE LAW. 

D e s p i t e t h i s c o n c e s s i o n by t h e 
Government some very impor t an t 
c r i t i c i s m s of the new Act 
r ema in . 

( con t i nued on Page 2) 

The e f f e c t of t h e exemption i s 
t h a t only c i t i z e n s of j 



'he -lev/ Labour Law Continued 
from Pase 1. 

- chere i s s t i l l not f u l l 
freedom of a s soc i a t i on 

- because non- rac ia l unions 
w i l l not be allowed to 
r e g i s t e r un less the Minis ter 
g ives them an exemption. 

- because some workers a re 
s t i l l excluded from unior 
membership, i 
- because membership depends 
on the Minis te rs exemption and 
i s not wr i t t en in to the Law. 

- The need for p rov is iona l 
r e g i s t r a t i o n i s unclear and 
g ives the Reg i s t r a r power 
to decide without g iv ing 
r ea sons . 

- Various new measures in the 
Act give the Government 
g r e a t e r powers to in te rvene 
in t rade union a f f a i r s . 

- There i s s t i l l a veto r i g h t 
for e x i s t i n g r e g i s t e r e d 
unions on I n d u s t r i a l 
Counci ls . 

FQSATITS POSITION. 

The Central Committee t h a t met 
on the 29th & 30th September 
in Durban discussed the new 
Act and the quest ion of 
r e g i s t r a t i o n . 

I t was decided t h a t : 

- FOSATU and i t s a f f i l i a t e s 
would consider the exemption 
weighing i t a g a i n s t our 

remaining c r i t i c i s m s of the 
Act. 

- Another Central Committee 
Meeting would be convened soon 
where a j o i n t dec is ion would 
be taken . 

- FOSATU w i l l make strenuous 
e f f o r t s to consu l t o ther 
unreg i s te red unions so t h a t 
there could be a common s t and . 


