
FWN SPEAKS TO SFAWU SECRETARY 

Interview with Sister 
Maggie Magubane, 
General Secretary of 
the Sweet, Food and 
Allied Workers Union 
(SFAWU) - a FOSATU-
af f i l i a t e , 

FWN: S is te r Maggie when d id 
you f i r s t become a f u l l 
time organiser in the 
Sweet, Food and A l l i e d 
Workers Union? 
Magubane: I t was in 1975. 
FWN: Before becoming an 
organiser what were you 

doing? 
Magubane: I worked at 
the Western Biscuit Comp
any on the East Rand. 
FWN: When did you join the 
Union? 

Magubane: Well we were 
the first people to form 
the Sweet, Food and Allied 
Workers Union in February 
1974. -
FWN: Why did you j o i n the 
Union? 
Magubane: After we had 
struggled to form a Works 
Committee in the plant we 
real ised that we needed a 
Trade Union. We were 
assis ted by the Urban 
Training Project (U.T.P.) 
in forming the Union. 
FWN: Having been in the 
Union for some years now do 
you feel that there are any 
par t icu la r problems in our 
Union s t ructures . 
Magubane: As an o rgan i s 
er 1 feel that there a re 
not enough women in our 

Executive s t ruc tures . 
FWN: Why i s that? 
Magubane: Well I cannot say 
exactly but in my own 
feeling some women a re 

restr icted by their fami
l i e s . For irlstance their 
husbands don't want them 
to attend evening meetings 
or to par t ic ipate in tra*-' ' 
union ac t iv i t ies . So i t ' s 
not because women a re not 
act ive enough but i t ' s 
because of the difficulties 
of having families. 

fWN: Do you think FOSATU i s 
aware of th i s problem -
does i t do enough about i t ? 
Magubane: Well FOSATU 
h a s n ' t yet discussed that 
problem. 
FWN: Thank you. 

M. Magubane, JFAWVsecretary. 


