
WORKER PROGRESS - UNION UNITY 
THE MOTOR INDUSTRY 

In an h i s t o r i c un i t y 
conference held *n Port 
El izabeth on the 25th 
and 26th^ October the 
Executive Councils of 
FOSATU's three motor 
unions cemented t h e i r 
u n i f i c a t i o n in to one 
nat ional non-racia l 
union. 
With a paid-up membership 
of 10 000 spread throughout 
the country the new union 
w i l l a lmost c e r t a i n l y domi
na t e the union scene in the 
motor assembly, motor comp
onen ts and rubber i n d u s t r 
i e s . 

The un i ty conference was 
a t t e n d e d by the f u l l Execu

t i v e Counci l s of NUMARWOSA, 
UAW, and WPMAWU and commit
t e e members from the v a r 
ious b ranches . 
The conference followed a 
g r e a t deal of previous work 
toward the u n i f i c a t i o n . 
E a r l i e r in October t h e 
f i n a l hu rd l e was overcome 
when NUMARWOSA'S a p p l i c a t 
ion for f u l l n o n - r a c i a l 
s t a t u s was g ran ted fo l low
ing s i m i l a r success for s i x 
o t h e r FOSATU a f f i l i a t e s . 
The task of merging t h r e e 
unions of t h i s s i z e i s ' n t 
something t h a t happens eve 
ry day and the conference 
was concerned with pass ing 
the r e s o l u t i o n s to c a r r y 
out the p r a c t i c a l u n i f i c a t 
ion . They reso lved t h a t the 

UNITED AUTOMOBILE WORKERS 
s t a r t e d 1973 
u n r e g i s t e r e d 
4000 members 

NON RACIAL NATIONAL UNITY 

NATIONAL ONION OF MOTOR 
ASSEMBLY AND RUBBER WORKERS 

started 1967 
registered 

67O0 

WESTERN PROVINCE MOTOR 
ASSEMBLY WORKERS ONION 

s t a r t e d 1961 
r e g i s t e r e d 

1300 members 

12 000 and more 

Motor Union Unity Conference delegates. 

t h r e e presen t Execut ives 
w i l l form the Execut ive 
Advisory Council to g ive 
e f f e c t to the complete con
s o l i d a t i o n of the t h r e e 
unicns and t o ensure f u l l 
i n t e g r a t i o n of a l l f a c i l i t 
i e s . The i r t a s k s w i l l be to 
supe rv i s e the i n t e g r a t i o n 
of the membership, p repa re 
for e l e c t i o n s in t h e new 
Union, d i scus3 p o s s i b l e 

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l changes , 
decide on a name for the 
new Union and a c t as an 
adv i so ry body to the NUMAR
WOSA Execu t ive . 
To make the u n i f i c a t i o n a s 
smooth and a s simple a s 
p o s s i b l e the c o n s t i t u t i o n 
and r e g i s t r a t i o n of NUMAR
WOSA w i l l be used by the 
Union. 
S t eps to f u l l u n i f i c a t i o n 
a r e proceeding r a p i d l y . On 
the 9th November the UAW 
membership w i l l become 
members of NUMARWQSA f o l l 

owed on the 1 s t .January by 
WPMAWU membership. All t ha t ' 
w i l l be l e f t w i l l be the 
adopt ion of a new name and 
e l e c t i o n s and the p rocess 
w i l l be complete . 
The u n i f i c a t i o n has r e c e i v 
ed wide suppor t and e n t h u s 
iasm from workers both in 
South Africa and i n t e r 
n a t i o n a l l y through t h e I n t 
e r n a t i o n a l Metal Workers 
Fede ra t ion (IMF) which 
played an impor tant r o l e in 
g i v i n g the unions s u p p o r t . 
FOSATU welcomes the move as 
a g r e a t example of our 
po l i cy of n o n - r a c i a l , n a t 
i o n a l , i n d u s t r i a l un ions . 
FOSATU does not b e l i e v e in 
smal l i n d u s t r i a l un ions . We 
b e l i e v e in b u i l d i n g n a t i o n 
a l unions cove r ing l a r g e 
i n d u s t r i e s and u n i t e d in a 
powerful f e d e r a t i o n . This 
g r e a t move p o i n t s the way 
for our fu tu re growth. 


