
A WORKER'S 
SPEECH 

TO A DOCTOR 
we know what makes us i l l . 
When we are i l l we a r e told 
That i t ' s you who w i l l heal u s . 

For ten years , we a r e told 
You learned hea l ing in fine schools 
Bui l t a t the people ' s expense 
And to get your knowledge 
Spent a for tune . 
So you must be able to heal 

Are you able to heal? 
When we come to you 
Our rags are torn off us 
And you l i s t e n a l l over our naked body. 
As to the cause of our i l l n e s s 
One glance a t our rags would 
Tel l you more. I t i s the same cause tha t 
wears out 
Our bodies and our c l o t h e s . 

The pain in our shoulder comes 
You say, from the damp; and t h i s i s a lso 
the reason 
For the stain on the wall of our flat. 
So tell us: 
Where does the damp come from? 

Too much work and too l i t t l e food 
Makes us feeble and th in . 
Your p resc r ip t ion says: 
Put on more weight. 
You might as well t e l l a bu l l rush 
Not to get wet. 

How much tine can you give us? 
We see: one carpet in your flat costs 
The fees you earn from 
Five thousand consultations 

You'll no doubt say 
You are innocent. The damp patch 
On the walls of our flats 
Tells the same story. 
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