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The organ isa t ion of Sweet 
Food, and Allied factories 
in Natal was l a rge ly due 
to the fact tha t the worke
r s themselves felt t ha t 
they u rgen t ly need a 
t r ade union for t he i r i n 
d u s t r y . 
Late in 1979 and ea r ly in 
1980 severa l at tempts had 
been made for o r g a n i s i n g 
in some factor ies but not 
very much was ach ieved . 
However, workers in other 
factories were showing in
c red ib le in teres t to form a 
union and the Executive 
Committee of Sweet Food 
and Allied Workers Union 
in the T r a n s v a a l gave the 
Natal Region a green l i gh t 
for e s t ab l i sh ing a 
b r a n c h . 
A Care taker Committee set 

a t a rge t of at least two 
factories pe r local to form 
a b r a n c h a n d t ha t a d a t e 
be set for an i n a u g u r a t i o n 
of the b ranch of the Un
ion. 
It was a p leasure to note 
tha t in a l l these factories 
within a very short time 
workers were organised 
speedi ly and t h i s proved 
beyond doubt tha t they 
r e a l l y needed a t r ade 
un ion . 
An interim Branch Exec
utive Committee was form
ed and on the 21st Sept
ember a Sweet, Food and 
Allied Workers Union 
Branch in Natal was i n 
augura t ed - This event 
marked a v ic tory for 
workers . The success of 
th i s was shown by high 
a t tendance of workers to 
the meeting and was u l t 
imately endorsed b y the 
f ra te rna l g ree t ings which 
were sent by other work
e r s through the i r unions 
in FOSATU. 
The Natal Region did a lot 
in the formation of SFAWU 
and intends to do tha t 

oWttfehr ihn1ons f°Tn a , i?5sAfil 
with the purpose of n a t i o 
nal expans ion a s out l ined 
within the aims of 
FOSATU. 

SFA WU executive at branch opening. 


