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Housing 
for 
visiting 
families 
IN an important victory for mi
grant workers, the Johannes* 
burg City Council has agreed to 
build special accomodation for 
visiting wives and families. 

For the first time en employ
er has recognised that migrant 
workers actually have the right 
to some form of family life. 

One of the most inhuman as
pects of the migrant labour eys-
t e m is t h a t i t s e p a r a t e s 
husbands from their families 
for the length of the workers' 
contract. 

Most workers only see their 
families once a year when the 
factories shut down because the 
'homelands' are far from where 
they work. 

Towards the end of last year 
the m u n i c i p a l i t y workers 
complained to the Transport 
and General Workers Union 
that even when their families 
travelled to Johannesburg to 
see them it was impossible to 
find accomodation for them. 

The workers who live in com* 
pounds told the union that 
when they were sick there were 
no nearby relatives to look 
after them. 

Although, the TGWU is not 
recognised by the Johannes
burg City Council it decided to 
raise the issue through the 
worker committees which have 
been set up in the six depart
ments where the union is 
strong. 

A union spokesperson said 
that after a number of meet
ings with the Avalon depot 
management it was agreed that 
special accomodation would be 
provided so that wives and fam
ilies could visit for a short time. 

'But it is not yet clear wheth* 
er there will be restrictions on 
this accomodation which will 
be completed by July. These 
are things which the union will 
continue to fight/ she said. 


