
ALFA 
TRIES 
TO KILL 
UNION 
ALFA Romeo is attempting 
to push workers at their Joh
annesburg Warehouse and Repair 
shop into accepting a works 
committee in,a bid to block the 
National Automobile and Allied 
Workers Union. 

It has also dismissed key union 
members under the guise of ret
renchment — a clear attempt to 
squash the union. 

As a result NAAWU has instr
ucted its attorneys to proceed 
against Alfa on an unfair labour 
practice case. 

After the union had organised 
40 out of the approximately 70 
workers at the warehouse. 
NAAWU approached the com
pany for recognition earlier 
this year. 

Since then the company has 
brought in a black personnel 
officer in an attempt to 
'persuade workers to accept a 
works committee rather than the 
union. 

A NAAWU spokesman said *It 
was clearly not acceptable that 
management should set up a 
works committee at the very 
time that workers have elected 
to join the union/ 

*Even now the largest depart
ment at Alfa, the stores, has ref
used to bow to management's 
pressure to elect a works comm
ittee/ he added. 

More recently, the company 
retrenched 16 workers - among 
them were two key union 
member* who had been instru
mental in raising workers* griev
ances and informing the comp
any th^t workers were not 
interested in a works committee. 

NAAWU said it was clear that 
Alfa had used the 'retrenchment' 
to dismiss union members and 
that it had embarked on a syst
ematic campaign 'to kill the 
union1. 


