
INFLUX CONTROL 

MAKES WORKERS' 

LIVES 'INTOLERABLE' 

— SAYS UNION 
THE new influx control laws are 
intended to oppress workers, to 
keep them weak and to keep 
their labour cheap - say the 
Metal and Allied Workers Union. 

In a statement attacking the 
proposed Orderly Movement and 
Settlement of Black Persons Bill, 
MAWU said that through these 
laws its members were cut off 
from their families and forced to 
live like "ants in degrading 
hostels'. 

'Furthermore, if they lose 
their jobs the workers are con­
demned to starvation in the 
homelands.' 

MAWU also slammed the cont­
inuing destruction of shacks in 
the townships and said it strong­
ly supported the iniative of 
FOSATU's Transvaal region in 
mobilising workers in oppos­
ition to these measures. 

The statement released after a 
recent meeting of MAWU's 
National Executive Committee 
said even though the Bill had 
been temporarily shelved, the 
Administration Boards had 
already implemented many of 
the worst parts of the Bill: 
* hundreds of shacks had been 

torn down* 
* there have been increasing 

raids in all the townships. 
* the West Rand Administration 

Board has inserted into call-in 

cards a section saying that a 
worker who brings his family 
to the town faces the cane* 
ellation of his contract plus a 
fine. 
MAWU's NEC recommended 

thai it be made clear to empl­
oyers that the new influx 
control measures would cause 
'great disatisfaction and instab­
ility among workers'. 

'Our members do not acc­
ept that it can be a crime to be 
in town at night nor to look for 
work when there is no work to 
be found in the 'homelands', 

'Our members do not accept 
that it can be a crime to have 
their family staying with them 
nor that it is a crime to build 
shacks when the State fails to 
provide shelter for them/ the 
statement said. 

MAWU said the present legis­
lation and the proposed BUI 
would make workers' lives in 
'intolerable' as it denied them 
adequate shelter, a family life 
and the freedom of movement. 

4It is little wonder that the 
union has been mandated to 
let the 'powers that be* know of 
workers intense frustration and 
to put pressure on employers to 
assist workers in their struggle 
for decent living standards/ the 
statement concluded* 


