
Brown Lung 
Campaign spreads 
to PE factory 

THE National Union of Textile 
Workers' major campaign against 
'Brown Lung' has spread to the 
Eastern Cape with the testing of 
workers at a Port Elizabeth 
factory. 

Brown lung is a potentially 
fatal disease of the lungs which 
workers who work for long 
periods in cotton dust can get. 

Overseas hundreds of claims 
are made annually by people 
suffering from Brown Lung, but 
here in South Africa only two 
workers have ever applied for 
assistance in spite of the fact 
that it B possible to claim under 
the Workmen's Compensation 

Act, 
Employers arc quick to suggest 

this is because noone is suffer* 
ing from Brown Lung but Ihis 
seems highly unlikely, as the 
campaign is beginning to show. 

The Brown Lung campaign 
was initiated last year at a Trans­
vaal cotton factory and at the 
end of last year more than 1000 
workers were tested at a Moot 
River factory. 

The union's general secretary, 
John Copelyn said the campaign 
had unearthed numerous work­
ers who were permanently dis­
abled and the union would be 
making claims for Workmen's 

Worker being tested at Mooi River. 

Compensation for them. 
He added that a number of 

workers had been found to be 
suffering from lung disorders 
which would heal if they were 
moved to less dusty areas of the 
factories, 

As part of the campaign 
NUTW would be negotiating for 
these workers to be moved, he 
said. 

Brother Copelyn said it was 
crucial that workers have their 
own doctor to test them in order 
to prevent management firing 
workers when they found traces 
of Brown Lung. 

He said a Transvaal company 
had tried to dispute this and 
wanted workers to be tested by 
their own doctor but the major­
ity of companies had co-oper­
ated with the union in its 
campaign. 

'It is important for the union 
to build up medical records of 
its members even if they have 
clear lungs when first tested, so 
that if five years later the worker 
finds he has lung disease, the 
union will have proof that it was 
caused by the factory,' he said-

Brother Copelyn said the cam­
paign also attempted to prevent 
cotton dust disease by encour­
aging workers to consider reas­
onable demands for reducing 
the dust levels in the factory. 

Previously this had always 
been the unchallenged prerog­
ative of management. 
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