
Rolling strike wins motor 
workers interim increase 
A ROLLING strike by Eastern 
Cape motor workers has won 
them an interim wage increase 
in the face of an industrial 
council deadlock. 

The first to go out were 4 000 
Volkswagen workers. They re
turned to work twelve days lat
e r on Apr i l 30 w h e n t h e 
company offered a 14c to 24c in
crease backdated from Febru* 
ary 1. 

Meanwhile. General Motors' 
workers at a meeting on April 
18 sent a letter to management 
demanding a response to their 
demands for a wage increase by 
10 am on April 25. 

On April 24, General Motors 
informed the National Auto
mobile and Allied Workers 
Union that it would be pre
pared to meet them that same 
day.O GNTa first offer of a 12c to 
22c increase on May 1 was re

jected by the union and when 
no settlement had been reached 
by 10 am the following day the 
whole factory, consisting of 
some 3 000 workers, downed 
tools. 

Negotiations between the 
company and NAAWU contin
ued late into the evening and 
GM eventually agreed to a 14c 
to 24c increase backdated from 
Febuary 1. 

The following day the Gener
al Motors' workers accepted 
this increase and returned to 
work. 

Negotiations with the only 
other major manufacturer in 
the area, Ford, began on April 
26. 

Ford offered a 14c to 24c in
crease but only from August 1. 
When shop stewards reported 
this to the Neave plant, about 
2 000 workers stopped work 

and left the factory. 
Ford workers returned to 

work after the company agreed 
to pay the increase from May I. 

Since November last year, 
the un ions and the motor 
bosses have been negotiating a 
new agreeement to cover the 
Eastern Cape's giant motor 
plants. 

However, the employers have 
failed to come up with a wage 
offer w h i c h wi l l s a t i s f y 
NAAWU members. 

A new attempt to break the 
deadlock began on May 10 
when the industrial council 
met to discuss the plant-level 
wage increases. 

NAAWU's Les Kettledas said 
new wage proposals had been 
submitted to the employers and 
4in a week or two there will be 
another indus t r i a l council 
meeting to hear their response/ 


