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Over 100 000 mourn 
the death of Raditsela 

Union comrade* carry Andries Raditsela to his final resting place 

SONGS about worker 
power filled the air at 
Tsakane, as more than 

30 000 mourners bade fare-
well to Andries Raditsela — 
FOSATU reg iona l vice-
president who died of head 
injuries shortly after being 
r e l e a s e d f r o m p o l i c e 
detention. 

And in factories around 
the country, over 100 000 
workers stopped work and 
held memorial services. 

Police tried to stop people 
attending the funeral- They 
told bus companies not to 
take people to Tsakane, And 
t h e t r a i n s s t o p p e d a t 
Dunswart — more than 20 
kilometres away. 

Inspi te of th i s , people 
streamed in to Tsakane like 
a flood. Some came by cars, 

taxis, buses, but most came 
on foot. 

The Tsakane Methodist 
church was filled until it 
could hold no more- People 
perched on windowsi l ls , 
stood on benches — every 
little space was taken up. 

Before the service, groups 
of w o r k e r s c a r r y i n g 
colourful union b a n n e r s 
marched up and down the 
r o a d s i n g i n g F O S A T U 
songs. 

Placards said 'Kill Apart* 
heid Not D e t a i n e e s ' a n d 
'Army and Police Out of 
Townships*. 

Overhead two police heli
copters circled the church. 
Every now and then a cou
ple of Caspirs ladened with 
police in riot gear drove 
past . The funeral crowd 

watched them warily. 
Inside, a small group of 

workers wearing union T 
shirts encircled the coffin 
and held up their fists in a 
salute to Andries Raditsela. 

Next to t h e Chemica l 
Workers Industrial Union 
banner, another banner pro
claimed 'Andries Raditsela 
1954-1985 He lived, worked 
and died for the people. His 
blood has watered the tree 
of our struggle/ 

Throughou t the t h r e e -
hour service workers sang 
and chanted 'Raditsela is 
ours! Power is ours! United 
we will win!' Loudspeakers 
relayed the service to all 
outside. 

In his speech FOSATU 
president , Chris Dlamini 
told mourners, 'the govern

ment is in crisis. They have 
to bring the police and the 
army into the townships.' 

He attacked employers for 
s t a y i n g s i l e n t over t h e 
death of Andries Raditsela. 

T h e workers work hard 
to produce profit for the 
bosses, yet none of them has 
condemned the d e a t h of 
Andries/ 

They claim that they do 
not want to get involved in 
political issues. They go 
overseas and say that they 
give us good jobs/ 

'But, it seems t ha t the 
profits produced by workers 
are being used by the gov
ernment to buy guns to kill 
us / he added 

Today's situation needs 
us to unite/ 

' T h e d i s t r i b u t i o n of 

wealth is not fair. The ma
jority get very little while a 
few get more/ 

T m convinced that until 
we unite and mobilise all 
sectors of our people we will 
not be free/ Chris Dlamini 
concluded, 

A single church bell tolled 
as union pall bearers car
ried the coffin out of the 
church b e t w e e n rows of 
workers who silently held 
their fists in the air. Behind 
the coffin a FOSATU ban
ner waved gently in the 
wind. 

The dust filled the air as 
30 000 people walked the 
t h r e e k i l ome t r e s to t h e 
g r a v e y a r d . The s i n g i n g 
started up again and some 
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of the crowd broke into a 
chanting jog. 

Lining the road were 
buckets, plastic containers 
and tins filled with water, 
put out just in case the po
lice decide to use teargas. 

Police presence 
Police kept a low profile, 

for the moment. One Caspir 
with a "sneeze machine' was 
parted in a side road close 
to the graveyard and on an 
overlooking hill nearby 
were five or six more 
Caspirs. 

The huge crowd which 
filled the graveyard sang 
*Nkosi Sikelela' as the coffin 
was slowly lowered into the 
grave- They then peacefully 
walked back up the hill to* 
wards the church. 

Meanwhile, in factories in 
the Western and Eastern 
Cape, Natal and in some 
Transvaal factories, at least 
100 000 workers heeded the 
FOSATU call to stop work 
and hold a short memorial 
service. 

The stoppages varied from 
15 minutes to two hours. 

FOSATU called on Trans
vaal employers to grant 
workers *paid bereavement 
leave* so that they could at
tend the funeral. 

Banners held high, the mtuts procession walks slowly down Ndabezitha Street to the graveyard 

Thousands march at funeral 
Scores of factories, par

ticularly on the East Rand, 
were forced to close when 
t h e i r e n t i r e workforce 
stayed away to attend the 
funeral. 

At others just the shop 
stewards were sent while 
workers held memorial stop
pages a t their factories. 
Even shop stewards from as 

far as the Sasol factory at 
Secunda attended. 

But, radio, TV and the 
commercial press deliber
ately attempted to under* 
p l a y t h i s h u g e 
demonstration of worker 
protest. 

On the day of the funeral 
TV and radio carried reports 
saying only 5 000 people 

attended. 
The next day, the com

mercial press carried huge 
headlines saying 'Workers 
reject s t ay a way plea*, 
'Unions ignored on day of 
Rad i t se l a fune ra l ' and 
'S tayaway is a failure* 
inspi te of the fact t ha t 
FOSATU had not called for 
a stayaway. 

The nationwide stoppage, 
which was bigger than the 
Neil Aggett protest three 
years ago, received little 
coverage in any of the 
newspapers. 

It is clear from this that 
the commercial press, radio 
and TV can never be trusted 
to r e p r e s e n t w o r k e r s ' 
interests. 


