
Hostels not 
fit for pigs 
SHELL subsidiary, Protea As
phalt recently attempted to get 
its workers to clean and repair 
an old hostel which workers 
described as *not fit for pig»\ 

And then dismissed the group 
of contract workers when they 
refused. 

A chemical Workers Indust
rial Union organiser said the 
company had told the workers 
that they would be moving to 
a new hostel near their work
ing site. 

'One afternoon they were tak
en to this 'new' hostel and found 
that there was no electricity, no 
water, no washing facilities and 
the doors and windows were 
broken,' she said. 

The place was filthy and had 
been used as a toilet/ she added* 

The organiser said the workers 
had then been told to clean up 
the place* 

'Naturally, they refused/ she 
said. 

The management then suspen
ded the workers and later dism
issed them 'for refusing to carry 
out an instruction** 

The CWIU has consulted law
yers and has taken the matter up 
with Protea Asphalt - negotiat
ions are still proceeding. 


