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AT 4 J 0 pm on Monday 27 June 
workers of Natal Thread in 
Hammarsdale walked off the job 
in the first legal strike in years. 
Outside the gates, the police 
were nevertheless waiting with 
dogs. 

Negotiations with the National 
Union of Textile Workers broke 
down in June after 5 months of 
wrangling. 

'It was evident' says Prof Sine-
ke, NUTW's branch secretary, 
that the company was trying to 
provoke workers to strike in the 
hope that the workers would 
lose. The company's offer was 
no more than a 6 per cent in­
crease for 11 months when in­
flation was over 12 per cent. The 
offer was completely unreason­
able/ 

After negotiations broke down 
at the factory. NUTW applied 
for a conciliation board. When 
the conciliation board deadlock­
ed* NUTW called for a strike 
ballot on Natal Thread's prem­
ises during working hours. 
Natal Thread was confident thai 
workers would vote against the 
strike during a recession. Only 
8 workers voted to accept the 
company's offer. An overwhelm­
ing 315 voted to strike for an 
improvement in their wages. 

When management realised 
thai the strike was not just an 
empty threat, the company beg* 
an to prepare for a strike. The 

FIRST 
LEGAL 
STRIKE 
FOR 
YEARS 
gates were strengthened. The 
factory windows were barred. 
Riot police with dogs were out­
side on the expected day of the 
strike. 'Workers never planned 
a riot' says John Copelyn, 
NUTW's general secretary, 'this 
was a controlled exercise of 
workers* power. While man­
agement might be right to be 
confident of beating a strike 
during a recession, they mis­
calculated badly when they un­
derestimated the disciplined res­
ponse of our union members'. 

FWN believes that Natal 
Thread's management will have 
to learn to respect workers' 
legitimate grievances the hard 

• way. 
NATAL TTirMd workers discussing the finer details of the strike the day before it was due to begin. 

At 4.30 pm on June 27, Natal Thread workers walked off the job 


