EDUCATION
AMNOTHER PART OF WORKER STRUGGLE

JUNE 16th now marks a special and tragic day for us. It
is the day our children were tear gassed, beaten and even
shot in their rejection of inferior education. It also re-
minds us that the struggle for liberation is also a struagle
for a better education,

Warkers can easily see the benefits of education. Fact-
ory workers know that those who work in good jobs
have a higher education. Street sweepers and car washers
know that those who own the BMW's and Mercades
Benz are university trained. Shop stewards know that
-management have been trained all their lives to negoti-

“ate. Management tries to show their ahility to out talk, out

argue and to confuse workers with law books and so-called
educated facts.
Uander the present system workers are taught to bel-

"jeve that you have to-have education to be wealthy.

However many workers know that because their wages
‘are low, most of them will never be able to afford to
educate themselves or their children. Even if they man-
age to send their children to school, they will not get
education. Schools are illequipped and teachers are
under-trained. There are few school books, and at home
no lights or no space makes it impossible to study.

FOSATU realised right from the start the importance
of worker education. A policy motion at the first
FOSATU Congress in 1979 called for the establishment
of an education programme.

When we looked at what was being taught in schools
and universities we found there was very little about
workers and their history. There was nothing about the
history of popular struggles in which workers or their
parents took part. We found that English and Maths
courses helped the business community but did not
teach basic literacy and numeracy. Medical schools were
more concerned with the problems of the rich such as
heart diseases, than kwashiorkor or industrial health
problems of the poor.

And when FOSATU tried to work within those univ-
ersities to give our members the kind of education only
allowed to the sons and daughters of the rich, we were
chased off the campus by the university councils. These
councils are controlled by members of the business com-
munity and the government.

It became clear that workers would have to decide for
themselves what sort of education was needed. It is for
this reason that FOSATU has embarked on its own ind-
ependent worker education programme. This program-
me will give workers the training that they need to build
their organisation. Only a powerful worker movement
will ensure that our children can also get a proper educ-
ation. This education will not be designed by the weal-
thy, for the wealthy to ensure that the wealthy minority
remain the only educated people. I will be an education
programme which looks at the needs of our members
who are the majority in this country. It will be an educ-
ation programme made by workers, for workers.

Let us remember June 16 to renew the struggle for
knowledge. Knowledge must become a right, not a priv-
elege. Education must be freely available and freely giv-
en. It must be for the benefit of all in a free and just
soniety.
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FOSATU's Education program-
me is on the move with the
launching of the new Winter
School.

This two week programine of
union seminars and the Labour
Studies Course will be held for
the first time this vear during
July in Juhanpesburg,

The idea grew out of last
year's rewarding experience of
running a number of seminars at
the same Lime .

WORKER LEADERS

More than 183u shop stewards
and worker leaders from all over
South Africa will gather at 5t
Peters Seminary for courses on
topics as different as book-
keeping, wape negotiating and
popular politics,

The Labour Studies Course
will be still the central event
of the Winter School and once
agaitt 15 shop stewards and
organisers  will attend lectures
on labour history, bargaining
and popular politics.

But at the same dme other
worlcers will be attending sem-
mars organised by the National
Union of Textile Workers, the
M?;Im and Allied Workers Union
1]
and Allied Workers Union.

SPECIAL COURSES

~Also there will be a number of
special courses — one on union
accounting organised by
SACHED; a course on Labour
Law by Charles Nupen from the
Lepal Resources Centre and a
negotiations course by
FOSATU s assistant educational
secretary, Taffy Adler.

PUBLIC TALKS

For the first time FOSATU
has organised a number of public
talks in order to develop a great-
er understanding between the
worker movement and progr-
essive peéople in  the wider
comumumty.

These talks will be given by
the worker leadeship of
FOSATU who have been meet-
ing in small study groups during
the past mﬂnth in order to pre-
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NEW FOSATU

pare the talks on topics like the
Shop Steward Movement in
FOSATU and Women Workers.

The present is a crucial time
for the worker movement in
South  Africa and  within
FOSATU and in other indepen-
dent unjons there has been a
great deal of debate.

FOSATU hopes that these
public talks will give people an
insight into the debates that
have been taking place as well as
encouraging the worker leader-
ship to present  their ideas
on a wider platform.

The worker lectures will ob-
viously not represent the official
policy of FOSATU (this can
only be made at Central Comm-
ittee level) but will represent the
views of these worker leaders
themselves,

WORKER CULTURE

Another first for FOSATU, 15

that a number of worcer cultural
activities have been organizsed for

EVEN the worker struggle has its lighter moments — shop stewards and organisers at the last Labour Studies Course.

T i el
the middle of the Winter School.

With the help of progressive
artists and groups suchs as the
Junction Avenue Theatre Group
two plays have been produced
within FOSATL.

These are not performed by
professional actors but by
factory workers whao tell their
story as they see it,

There will also be a workshop
discussing the problems of prod-
ucing such plays.

FOSATU S0NGS

Within FOSATU songs have
always played an important
role in mobilising against hostile
employers, so as part of the
cultural progmamme a worker
choir from Pretoria will sing
worker songs, _ ;
Workers are becoming more
and more aware that ‘culiure’
is also an important level of
struggle.

STRUGGLE OF IDEAS

For too long they have had
_to put up with the ideas put
across by the ruling class
through the radio, television and
in films,

MNow they are developing their
own cultiral ways to put acros
their strugeles and ideas,
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