
EDUCATION 

ANOTHER PART OF WORKER STRUGGLE 

JUNE 16th now marks a special and tragic day for US-VM 
is the day our children were tear gassed, beaten and even 
shot in their rejection of inferior education. I t also re* 
minds us that the struggle for liberation is also a struggle 
for a better education. 

Workers can easily see the benefits of education. Fact
ory workers know that those who work in good jobs 
have a higher education. Street sweepers and car washers 
know that those who own the BMW's and Mercedes 
Benz are university trained. Shop stewards know that 
management have been trained all their lives to negoti
ate. Management tries to show their ability to out talk, out 
argue and to confuse workers wi th law books and so-called 
educated facts. 

Under the present system workers are taught to bel
ieve that you have to have education to be wealthy. 
However many workers know that because their wages 
are low, most of them will never be able to afford to 
educate themselves or their children. Even if they man
age to send their children to school, they wi l l not get 
education. Schools are ill-equipped and teachers are 
under-trained. There are few school books, and at home 
no lights or no space makes i t impossible to study. 

FOSATU realised right from the start the importance 
of worker education, A policy motion at the first 
FOSATU Congress in 1979 called for the establishment 
of an education programme. 

When we looked at what was being taught in schools 
and universities we found there was very l i t t le about 
workers and their history. There was nothing about the 
history of popular struggles in which workers or their 
parents took part. We found that English and Maths 
courses helped the business community but did not 
teach basic literacy and numeracy. Medical schools were 
more concerned with the problems of the rich such as 
heart diseases, than kwashiorkor or industrial health 
problems of the poor. 

And when FOSATU tried to work within those univ
ersities to give our members the kind of education only 
allowed to the sons and daughters of the r ich, we were 
chased off the campus by the university councils. These 
councils are controlled by members of the business com
munity and the government-

I t became clear that workers would have to decide for 
themselves what sort of education was needed. It is for 
this reason that FOSATU has embarked on its own ind
ependent worker education programme. This program* 
me wi l l give workers the training that they need to build 
their organisation. Only a powerful worker movement 
will ensure that our children can also get a proper educ
ation. This education will not be designed by the weal
thy, for the wealthy to ensure that the wealthy minority 
remain the only educated people. It will he an education 
programme which looks at the needs of our members 
who are the majority in this country. It wi l l be an educ
ation programme made by workers, for workers. 

Let us remember June 16 to renew the struggle for 
knowledge. Knowledge must become a right, not a priv-
elege. Education must be freely available and freely giv
en. It must be for the benefit of all in a free and just 
society. 


