
MavPs death a loss to 
SA worker movement 

• 

SOUTH African workers lost an 
important leader when Joseph 
Mavi, president of the Black Muni* 
cipality Workers4 Union, died in a 
car accident last month, 

Joseph Mavi came to prominence 
in July 1980 as the leader of the 
Johannesburg municipal workers* 
strike when (0 000 workers stopped 
work and brought Johannesburg to 
a halt. 

The strike followed a recognition 
dispute between Ihc union and the 
Johannesburg City Council and a 

[>ay demand at Orlando power sta
tion. 

The council refused to negotiate 
and brought in the police to crush 
the strike and deport striking 
workers to the homelands. 

Mr Mavi and other leaders of the 
BMWU were arrested and charged 
and were only finally acquitted in 
May last year 

Two months later Mr'Mavi was 
back in detention under the Internal 
Security Act after he had addressed 
an anti-Republic Day meeting. He 

was released again in August 
UNITY TALKS 

Joseph Mavi's death could noi 
have come at a worse lime for his 
union and for the workers* move* 
ment in South Africa. He was an 
important figure in the unity talks 
and his union w*$ only just re* 
establishing itself after the deafeat 
in 1980, 

FOSATU wishes to salute a 
departed comrade who has been 
tragically lost to the workcts* 
struggle. 
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Joseph Mavi, president of the Black Municipality Workers'Union, 

who died in a car accident last month. 


