
THE GST 
SQUEEZE 
THE government lias administ­
ered another blow to workers 
and their families by increasing 
the GST by another 1 percent. 

This was said by the Metal and 
Allied Workers Union in a state-
ment released after its recent 
National Executive Committee 
meeting. 

The union said that families 
living on or below the bread line* 
'just can't afford it*. 

'There are so many other ways 
for the government to collect 
the money it needs from the 
people who can afford i t / the 
union said. 

'But workers are not repres­
ented on the committees that 
recommend changes in taxes and 
those who can afford to pay are 
represented both directly and in* 
directly,* MAWU added. 

It said despite the recession, 
most of the major companies in 
South Africa had reported trem­
endous profits for 1983. 

*On the other hand, workers 
have suffered more and more 
— their real standard of living 
has dropped more and more as 
inflation, unemployment, loss 
of land and cattle have forced 
workers to spread their money 
more thinly,' the union said. 

As a result MAWU's NEC said 
it would encourage union mem­
bers to put as the fust part of 
any wage demand to employers 
the ] percent to make up for the 
GST increase. 

i f workers have no voice in 
government, they must speak 
where they do have a voice — 
at work/ MAWU said. 


