
RENAULT shop steward, Jerry 
Kau, was released on February 
13 after four months in deten
tion under South Africa's secu
rity legislation. 

Brother Kau, who is an ex
ecutive council member of the 
National Automobile and Al
lied Workers Union, was ar
rested by police at his factory 
on October 4 last year. 

He has not been charged but 
has been warned that he may 
be needed as a witness in a fu
ture, unspecified trial. 

Brother Kau's detention 
sparked off a major campaign 
for his release which included a 
demonstration stoppage at a 
Johannesburg factory where 
some of his union comrades 
worked. 

The International Metal
workers Federation and the 
CFDT, a French union confed
eration which has members at 
Renault, also campaigned for 
his release. 

In a press release, NAAWU 

general secretary, Fred Sauls 
said that Brother Kau's sudden 
release without being charged 
'merely confirms the arbitrary, 
unjust and totalitarian nature 
of security legislation*. 

'NAAWU once more calls for 
the release of all those detained 
under such legislation and for 
the repeal of laws which are of
ten used in attempts to intimi
date trade unions and their 
representatives,' Brother Sauls 
said. 


