
The Labour Party has once 
again shown its true colours by 
accusing worker leaders of in
citing the student boycott in 
the Uitenhage area. 

In fact the boycott was direct
ly the result of the Labour Par-
ty's efforts to se t up an 
opposition sports body to the 
non-racial Uitenhage Sports 
Board. 

The Uitenhage Sports Board 
h a s 18 a f f i l i a t e d s p o r t 
organisations and for the past 
23-yeare has been agitating for 
better sports facilities for the 
Uitenhage communities. 

However, on January 21, the 
Labour Party controlled, CMC, 
called a meeting in order to set 
up a rival sports body. The 

meeting was attended by three 
high school principals. 

This sparked off a boycott at 
John Walton and Uitenhage 
high schools which has since 
spread to the rest of the 
Uitenhage high schools and to 
a number of Port Elizabeth 
schools. 

The students are demanding 
that their schools commit 
themselves in writing to the 
non-racial policies of the South 
African Council of Sports 
(SACOS). 

Since the beginning of the 
boycott the students have been 
continually harassed by the Se
curity Branch to such an extent 
that many have been forced to 

stay away from home. A num
ber of the students have also 
been detained. 

And on February 18, the po
lice brutally attacked protest
ing students outside Uitenhage 
high school. Twenty-one re
ceived medical treatment, a 
number of whom will bear per
manent scars. 

The Labour Party's response 
to the boycott has been to close 
Uitenhage and John Walton 
high schools 'indefinitely' and 
to transfer three teachers, two 
of whom are Uitenhage Sports 
Board leaders, to schools in 
Walvis Bay. 

In press statements, Labour 

Party leader , Rev Al lan 
Hendrickse, has said that the 
school unrest was an 'orches
trated' campaign against his 
party by SACOS. 

He has also accused National 
Automobile and Allied Workers 
Union office bearers of being 
behind the unrest. 

This is not the first time that 
the Labour Party has attacked 
FOSATU unions. In the past, 
Hendrickse has criticised 
NAAWU's 'living wage cam
paign' and the union's involve
ment in the 1982 motor strikes. 

Meanwhile, ten worker com
mittees from FOSATU factories 
in Uitenhage and seven com
mittees from Port Elizabeth 

factories have called on 'the po
lice and politicians' to leave 
educational matters in the 
hands of the teachers, students 
and parents 'who are fully ca-
p a b l e of h a n d l i n g t h e 
situation'. 

The committees condemned 
the planned transfer of the 
three teachers and warned that 
this 'punitive action' would be 
strongly opposed by FOSATU. 

They have also called for the 
opening of the two high schools, 
for t h e u n c o n d i t i o n a l 
readmission of all students, for 
the removal of the two high 
principals, and for the setting 
up of democratically elected 
S t u d e n t R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
Committees. 


