
TUCSA unions attending the 
Congress of the International 
Textile Garment and Leather 
Workers Federation failed to 
win support for a resolution 
barring the National Union of 
Textile Workers from 'poach
ing' their members. 

This is the second time that 
the TUCSA unions have at
tempted to get the internation
al to intervene in the ongoing 

struggle between NUTW and 
TUCSA's garment and textile 
unions. 

In 1983 during a visit to 
S o u t h A f r i c a b y t h e 
international's president and 
general secretary, the TUCSA 
unions accused NUTW of 'dis
rupting and dividing1 estab
lished unions and called on the 
ITGLWF to intervene. 

At the October Congress, 

which was held in Israel, it was 
decided to refer the 'South Afri
can problem* to the next 
ITGLWF Executive Committee 
meeting. 

However, NUTW general 
secretary, John Copelyn, said: 
'Leading opinion at the Con
gress felt that the TUCSA af
filiates shouldn't rely on the 
international to solve their 
problems for them.' 

NUTW pointed out to the 
Congress that the TUCSA 
unions had sweathearted with 
employers, had blocked the 
union's entry onto industrial 
councils and had abused the 
closed shop. 

On top of this, TUCSA had 
called for the banning of 
unregistered unions and for the 
prosecution of illegal strikers, 
N U T W t o l d C o n g r e s s 
delegates. 


