
Mondi Paper backs down 
TKE Mondi Paper Company has 
backed down on Us earlier refus
al to start negotiating a recog
nition agreement covering its 
Merebank mill. 

This follows what appears lo 
be a clear attempt by Mondi to 
block the Paper Wood and Allied 
Workers Union from represent
ing its members at this mill near 
Durban. 

Refused 

Mondi had initially refused to 
negotiate an agreement saying it 
would first have 10 complete the 
recognition agreement presently 
being negotiated with PWAWU 
to cover the Felixton mill. 

In the meantime PWAWU 
said senior management attemp
ted to persuade members not to 
belong to the union, 

'Indian members were told 
that Mondi was disappointed in 
them for joining the union. 

Jobs taken 

And others were told that by 
joining a FOSATU union their 
jobs would eventually be token 
by black workers as FOSATU 
unions were for blacks onlv/ 

PWAWU organiser. Pat Horn 
said. 

*Some members were actually 
threatened that they would lose 
their jobs through having join
ed the union/ she added. 

Resigned 

However, in spite of these 
actions membership at the mill 
continued to grow and more 
than 900 workers have thus far 
joined the union. 

About 70 of these have res
igned from the SA Boilermakers 
Society to join PWAWU, 

A worker said 'the Boiler
makers Union is an insurance 
union. We want a fighting 
union/ 

Furious 

At a meeting at the beginning 
of July. Mondi refused to recog
nise even an interim shop 
stewards committee and prop
osed thai a new works council 
be elected. 

PWAWU members were fur
ious at this and said they did not 
see why they had to wait for the 
Felixton agreement. 

'We have had maioritv memb

ership at the plant for two 
months. This is just blackmail/ 
they said. 

The union decided that 
Mondi's actions amounted to an 
unfair labour practice and 
informed the company that if it 
did not open talks with PWAWU 

within two weeks it would take 
Mondi to the Industrial Court, 

Minutes before this deadline 
was due to expire, Mondi 
informed the union that it 
would open recognition talks 
and would recognise the union's 
shop stewards. 


