
Nation and Ethnicit in South Africa
The Immediate 90.'11 o f the n ~Honal

IIN .allan struggle now be ing waged
in Soulh Africa Is the destruction 01
the system of racism and capllallsrn.
Apa"held Is simply II part lculal
socia-political e~p.essjon of ,his
.v.tern. Our opposition to apartheid
Is therefore only II slartlog point for
our struggle again! the struct ures and
interests ""hlet. are Ihe real bUll of
al"'nhe ld

During the past 100 odd yea.. , a
mode.n Industrial economy hlls been
created In South Africa ",,,de. the
spur of the Cllplllliisl cless. The most
dive.... groups of p"ople (Eur0p1!an
settlers, immigrants , African and Eas t
lndlM slaves . Indian Indentured
labou r" " , Chinese Inde nT ured
Iabou,,,,, and lnd ige ,lOus African
peoplel ......,Te brought logethe. and
compelled to labour fOT the profll of
the dilferent capitalist Own.... of the
mean. o f p .oduction

No..... . during the 18th and 191 h
untories in Western and Cent.al
Europe. roughly . im ila. procesS<'s
had taken place , Butthe.e .....a. o ne
maiO' d iffere nce bet .....een Europe
and the colonies of Europe . For in
Eu.ope . In the epoch of the riS<' o f
capita lism. the up and coming
cap llalist class had to st. ugg le
again. t fe udal ari.t.ocracy In order 10

be allo.....ed 10 unf old Ihelr enlerprlS<' ,
Through unequal taxallon . •es!ric ·
tions o f freedom o f trade and
heedom o f movement and In a tho u·
sand diffe.ent .....alfS the a . lstoc.acy
exploited the bourg-eoisie and the
oth... toiling classes ,

In order to gain the benefit of their
labou.s. to f.ee the .apldly develo p­
Ing forces of produclton f.o m the fet·
ters of . elatio ns of p.oduct lon . the
capita list class htId to o rganise tbe
peasants and the o ther urban classes
to overthro..... the fe uda l system. In
the co urse of Ihese st.uggles o f na ·
tIonal unification thi s bourgeoisie
developed a nationalist democratic
ideology and its cultural values and
practices beco me the dominant o nes
in the ne..... nations , The bou.geoisie
be<;ame th .. leading class In Ihe na ·
tion and .....e .e able to st.uctur.. It In
aceo .danc.. with thel' class Inte .ests .

In the 20th century In th .. colonies
of Eu .ope . ho.......v.... the situation
has be..n and Is entlr..ly different . In
these colonie s. Eu. o p .. an o r
metropolnen cepuahsm (I. .. . Im­
perialism ) hlld become the oppressor
.....hlch brutally exploited th.. colonial
peoples , In some cases the colonilll
po.....er hlld llllo.....ed o . "ven en·
cou'llgO!'d a class o f colonllli Sllt..Uite

A "Pft'Ch d..I1"ered during .lun.. 1983: this contribullon _ out
~PO'llltlllude to ethnic pollllcs ",hic:h parad.. under th .. ban......
IlocIanl "non ·.aclallsm~ aMI Mmuhl_.ad alltlm".

lilll1y llntagonistlc groups . Divide and
Ru le. the ma in policy of any imperial
po.....e •• hll. been Ihe co mpass o f
every governmen t of Soulh Af.lca
.inc.. 19 10 .

In OIder to ju. tlfy these pohciO!$ th"
id ..o logy o f ," cism as elabo.ated.
SYS' emised and unlv a lised People
........ .. thro .....n Into a set· up .....he ... th..y
........e ca lego.i. ..d .acially . Th"y gre .....
up beli..ving Ihal they .....e.e Whit .
Colou.eds . Africans, Ind ians Since
1948. they have be..n ..ncou.aged
..nd oll..n fo.c ed to Ihln k o f
th ems.. lv .. s i n .. v .. n m Or ..
microscopic t...ms as 'Xhosa' , 'Zulu';
'Muslim' , 'HInd u" 'G.iqua' ; 'Sotho ' ;
'Venda' ; ..'c . , etc .

Th.. Ideal policy o f the con. ... vat ive
fad.t ·mind..d po litic ians o f the
capitalist class .....a s to k..e p these
'.ae..s' ... parat .. . The so ·caned hberal
e lement . trov.. fo r ·ha.monlous .ace
relatio ns In a multi·. acla l count.y·
B..cauw o f Ih.. d ..v..lopment of the
bio logical sci..nces .....h..r.. the ve.y
conc..pt '.ace ' .....a. qu..stioned and
because of the ca ta.l.ophic conse­
quences o f the .aclst Herre nvol k
policies o f HI,I..r Ge.many """io,
political theorl..s b......d on the co n·
c ..pt o f ' race ' fen into d i....pu' .. The
"""Ial th ..orists of Ihe .u ling class th ..n
re stored to the theory o f 'ethn iC
groups' , which had in th.. m..antlm..
be<:o me a fl.m ly estabhshed in. t. u·
menl of eco nomic and polil ice1policy
in the United States of Am...ica as
.....e ll a. e lse.....he. .. In the world . It is to
be noted that this theo.y o f erh nlcl1y
contlnu..d to be baw d on the
Ideology of ·rac..• as far as South
Africa Is conce rned . From Ihe POint
of vl..w o f lhe .ullng class . ho ver .
the theo.y of ' ..,hnO: g,oups ' as a
supe. io . In st . ume nt o f policy.
because , as I halle poi nted out , il
could ..xp la in and justify even g.eate .
f. ..gmenlatio n of the black working
peo ple .....hose uni ty held with in It. ..11
Ihe message of doom for the
c..pilallsl a pa rtheid sY"t"m in this
co untry .

The fact o f the m..ner Is that the
.....hile Nallo na l Pa rty u...d erh nic
theories In order to Justify Bantustan
slra' egy whereby It created bogus
'nlltions ' and Iorced the m to ecc..pt
en illuslona.y ' ind epe nde nce ' so thaI
the black working class would agltate
for politica l rights In ,he ir o .....n so'
called 'homelands' .

The Idea. a ......e ..n know. was to



cre~t. , r.vlv. and enl,encll ~n·

lagon l511c feehngs o f differenc.. bel ·
ween language g' oups {Xilosa, Zulu ,
Sotllo Tsw~n ~ , e lc . l , re ligious
gJoups {Muslim. Hindu . CIl . ;'lian
elc .I, cullu .al g'oups IGriqua .
Malay . CoIoured ..td , ~nd of ccuee
.ad4l gJo ups IAfrll:an , Coloured. ln ­
dian , m .l . I nlNd no! show h""e
how Ih is Ihorory was designed to
serve II", Inl...nts of tIl<I ruling class
by prnnving apartheid (grand and
Jl"IIYI and how tulhlnsly II was ap'
plied , Thor Iit",ature on apantw;d is
SO Iargir loday 1....1 no single po!J'SOO'I
could !IIudy .. of II In ltw lIP"" of a
~etim'I. What _ n-d Co do .. 10

lakt! a cardul bod, loolo. how
the librra llon nt con-
cno-t of Itw ddf encn ~
and Itw unlly of offldally daHifled
populalion r'"9i!ll.a lion groups, the
dlff...enl l" ng u. ga g ' oup' and
religious Mds Ihal c:onstltule the
Black na lion .

Those organllalions and wril..n
wlIhin the libe,allon movement who
u""d 10 pul lorw~rd Ihe view lh"l
Soulh Africa I. a mulll ·radal count ,y
composed of lour ·.ace.' no longer
do 10 for Ille u m.. r..alOn. a. til"
con""rvaUv.. and hbe,al ru llng·d ass
theo.!sls. They hav. b'lgun 10 lP"ak
more and more o f bUilding a no n­
..,ciol Soulh A/rlca For m05l people
who UI<I lh ls lerm 'non-.acial' it
mean. exaclly ltw ...me lhlng a.
m ultl·,acIal , Tlwy conlin"", 10 ceo­
c<rive of Soulh Ah1ca'. populallo<l as
conoisting of fo ur so-<a lled 'tac...•. h
h... buollM laohionitbM 10 Inlone Ihe
wo<ds a 'non·racla l democ. atic
Soulh Afnr;a' ... a kind of open
.......IIM lhal permllS _ 10 enl..... inlO

Ihof hatk-""d port"" of !he "..0­
greooiVO!' 'o..mocralic move.........I ' . If
WOO! do no! want 10 be d«~ by
WOfds _ Iwove to look behind the m
at Itw ~epI' and Itw actions on
which lhey a re blOIed

Thor word 'non·radlll' canno! be
llCCepied by • •aclaDy oppr......d
p"op1'Ibeeau"", we .e ject lhe concept
·.ae..•• _ d..ny the existence o f
·rac...' and thus opposoor all actions,
prlOdices, bel"" . and pohcIeo based
on Ih.. concept of 'rece'. If in p,aehce
land In Iheoryl we conlinue 10 u...
Ihe UIOfd 'non', acial' a . lhough we
believe Ihal So'ulh Alrica is inhabil..d
by lo u, lO'called 'race.' , we are still
l,apJ>l!d In m ultl·,aclallsm and thus In
' acla lism, Th. d.n lal 01 lh. exl.lence
01 races lead. on 10 anrl·raclsm which
9O"s b<lyond " M . ..... lh'l le .m nOI
o nly involv'ls Itw d.nlal of ' . ae.' bul
also opposllion 10 Ih'I caprtalllt ",,,.c.
lu.es lor tbe perpetual lOn of whleh
Ihe ideology lind lheory of 'r/ICe' ."­
lII , Word. /lie like n'IOr'ICy . Th'Iy ... 'I

ea . lly counl.." .. il~t1 and It Is o ften d lf·
Ilcull 10 1'111 Ihe "'al coin fro m lhe
lalse one , We need, Ih"'elo ' e . al a lt
lim... 10 find Oul w....lh'" o ur 'non·
r/ICiall. ls' a.e m ul!l·rllCialt"'. or anti·
r /IClIIs . Only I.... laner Yllriety can
belong In lhe ""Ilonal lib<>ralion
-~,

The Iheory .>l ..thnlcit\l lind of
dhnic groupo ~ Illun Itw place of
I......... 01 Tac." In lhe modem
-.rid. V""Y oIt"" .aciIII' I............e
Incorpoo-alcd In ethnic Itwoneo·. In
Ihls paper. I 11m no! going 10 d ilcull
Ihe ldenliflc vlllldily 01 dhnle
lheory .~ f'luralsm 01 _ kind
or anod_. TN.I .. a job thaI """ or
more 01 u. In Iha .....1l1ion """", .
menl m Ull do """y soon before our
youlh get Inf« led Inctrrllbly wirh
lhese dllnger"",s ldu. 1II unlwToitieo ,
ADI r>e'Id 10 po!n l oul ""''I Is lhallhe
WilY in which the tdeolog;es of Ihe
Nallonlll Plllly .. ... IN I",m '..thnle
gJoup' makes Ua lmost Impollibll! lor
IIny """;Ou. -mlnded person grappling
with Ih..... prol>lems 10 use Ih.. I",m
as a 1001of an ~lyols .

Il ha. b<>en Ihown by a number of
w,il,," thai tilt Nallo na l P~rty·. use
of lhe le , mlnology 01elh nlcily is ccn­
l,adlc1ory and dn~ned $im ply 10
Jusilly the t pa , l he ld/ Ba nl u. llln
policies Thus . for example , Ih" y
claim, among. ' olhe , things . Ihal :

• The 'AfrIc, n' p'l"Ple CQn5l!ll o f
bet_en 1:I and 10 differ..n l
'ethn1f; groupo' . all of whom wanl
10 allain 'national' I.• . BanIUltan
'lndepando- nce' ;

• Thor ·Cokoo..ed' paoploo~ 01
at Ie.... It..... dlffn enl 'ethnic
groupo' I""atay, Capa Coloured,
Griq... .... I pos.oibIy 'other Col·
our<l'd1 . C" lhe OIher hIII>d. 'Col­
ourH.· ... e IIwm...h.n an ethnic
group , but not • ' nabon';

• The ' Indl",' paoploo con!llllul~ an
d hnic grlJO.lP not • ' nallon';

• n... ·Whll.' paoploo pmsilt of
Alrikanen .nd olhe. ethnic
groups b.u conllllul•• 1IngIl! nil'
liOrl l , ~ . II>e while nation 01 Soulh
Alrioo.

In IIU Ih ls ,,,,gle of contradictitJnS.
lhe most Imp.:wt~nl poInl" thai eve ry
'elhnlc gJoup' Is pol..ntlally a sc­
called 'nlllion ' unle.. II is a l.udy
part 01 II 'n..'ion' as In the case o f Ihe
Whiles.

We hav.. 10 admit lhlll In Ihe
libe,allon ':'lovem.nt ev"r . ince
1896. Ihe t:: <lastlo n of lhe d lflerenl
populauon ,egblral\on groups h IlS
presenled Ul wilh a major problem,
ane whkh " '3S e lth", glossed o ve. or
evaded or "Imply Ignored . I Cllnnot
go inlO lhe hlllory 01 1"" mailer here .
We oh.alI ha... 10 contenl ou,...lves
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with the dlffe ,enl positions lake n up
by dilleleni le ndencl.. In the llbe ,a ·
lion movem..nlloday. These can be
summa. ilO!d briefly a. failing into
th,,,,, ca legorles :

(I) For some, the popula tion
leglllllltion gJoups 11.'1 'nlltlon lll
g .ou ps o r IIICIIlI g.ou ps . o r
IOm..hme. elhnic groups' . The posi .
tion of IheM p.opIeo II that ~ II II
'sell...,;denl lind und..nlabM! .eallfy
lhar t......e ...e Indl/ll\. , Colou.ed• .
Alrlc.n. and Whiles (nll'lonal
groupo) In our country . b II II . ealil:y
predsely M il /lCh oIltwo.. na ·
tionIIl groupo ~s own heritag.o ,
IangU'lgl' cullOmS .nd "ad.tion. '
tz.k Vacoob. IpHCh prnenled al
!he fnt ge.......a1 ..........;ng of the
Transvaal Indian Congr_ on 1 Mlly
19831 .'

Withoul debat",!! I ..... painl IIny
lurt....... 1<>1 me oay lhal th is II lhe
classical poortlOn of e thn ic theory. I
shllU show pr.....nlly thai the use o f
lhe UIOfd 'national g.o up' Is I,aughl
wlIh d ilrlg<'rs nol because it is a wo.d
bUI because It fI.es expression 10 and
Ihe,eby ,,,Inlorc,,s ..,pa ,allsm i1nd
di..uptrY" I"ndenci". In the body
polilic 01 Soulh Afrlcll Th.. ad ·
vocat... 01 th iS Iheo ,y o ut. ide the
libe.allo n movement, .uch as In­
keihe lind Ihe PFP. d,aw the condu·
sian Ihill a f" de," 1conslitullo na l IOlu·
lion Io lhe order oIlh.. day , Those In·
lide Ih.. lIberallOn mov..menl believe
conl,"dlclorily lhal even though th..
national groups wllh their d iff...enl
cultu. ... v.nlI conlin ..... 10 n lll thay
Clln IOlIMhow do 10 In II unita<y 11<11'1
as part of • SIngIa 1IIItlon.

W. ha... 10 "lItll clearly lhlll if
lhin<.P really ...'1 aSlhey appear 10 be
_ ....,.,.\d not ""oN! ....y IOitnc'I . If
Itw oun ....""" quit.. ~1j...~WknlJy
ITloOVed ..ound lhe earth _ """",Id
not requirll aItJOnOmy and "J"'Ce
,.......ch 10 IIKplain 10 uS1""'1 tIl<I op.
pooIIe is Iru<" , lhal lhe 'wlf ·~ently

teal' .. only IIPP"'....I. Of course
lher<r 0.... hl!llorlcally evolved dil ·
f.., lInclIs o f lang uage , relig io n ,
CU.lo m. , job spltCiali ...llo n elc
amo ng lhe drff...ml groups In Ihls
country , Bul _ have to 1I~'" Ihese
dlfl",enc... h l..orIeally , nol " al ically.
They have been enhanced and ar ·
lillcaUy engend ...ed by the delib.?,al"
ruling -class policY of keeping lh~

populallo n ,egi. I,allo n g'oup. in
sepa,al.. COmpa,lmenls. making
Ihem I..ad their lives In gJOUp eole­
lion n Cllpl In Ih.. ma.k,,1 p liICe . Th i.
ls a h l.lorIeal . ...llly . II Is nOI an un·
charlglng Illuallon Ihal "'and$ llboYe
Of oUlllde hlslory . I shall sho w JUIl
now how Ihls hlslorlell l .eahty hIlS 10
be .econd1'ld Ihrough clo£a w ugg'"
wirh lhe .eallty of a lingle "",Iron ,



The d.nger Il'Iher..nl In Ihis kind
of IaIl< Is qu~" limply lhat II m.akn
room boIh in tht!uy lmd in pr""­
Ike for th.. preaching of d hnw;
..paratl, m , It I. cla imed Ihat a theory
of ~atloNl groups' ad \lOCated In the
conlon" of a movement for NliOnal
libo'rariDn merely ...kJ:

"To heighlen Ihe positlw leaturn
of ""ch nallonal group and 10
_ Id Ihese logelhe, .., thet Ihe,e
.n..s out of Ihit process of
organltalion II .angM nationaol o;on­
"""",,~.

IV"""""
wheruslhe rullngclaH "relying upon
the n"9ll11w" fea lurn ' 101 ...ch na ­
IIoIIa1 group) ·emph.ulsa ethnicity'
Of ·u.... cul!:u,e In ordoel 10 relnlOfCe
wpll,a tlon and divi1lon' _ We can
,epeal Ihl. kind of Inlelleclualist
.alae.. unlll w.. fall aol....p . th.. fact , ,, ­
mainS lhal 'ethnk' or 'nallon<ll group'
II'PfO"Chn ar" the Ihln~ of lhe
IO'IIdge ' Of ""'PI"atlsl rn<>YO!fIIenll and
dvU wan lanned by greal-~ in­
te,ut. and su pplia" 0 1 aImS of cp­
porlunlSl 'ethnlc leadalt' _ThOll! who
_ the wtnd . as !he prophet SlIYS.
wII reap lhe whiolwind!. Don oot In­
ka,ha Ln..,me ways ...pr......nl a w.,·
ning 10 all of us? Who decides whal
are Ihe 'politille l"alures' 0 1 a na ­
IIona1 group? Whal ••• lhe boun­
daries Of ....its of a national group?
h . IheM del<tf!flined by the populio·
Ii<>n .eglster? Is a natloMI group a
",unled nation , one Ihal . given Ihe
appropriate soli , will fight lor nat ional
wlf .d<!lerminalion in its own N tion ·
st. ,e? Or don lhe word 'N loona/'
hlIve ..,me OI:he. mare sophl5licaled
meaning? These are .elevant qu..s­
no ns 10 ask bacause the edvccetes of
the four _Nlion or Ntional -grOUP . p­
proach mainlain lhal a libe<aled
Soulh Afou. will guaranlee group
Tlghl. such al '1h.. Tlghl of national
groups 10 Iheir cullure ' and Ihal "'"
have 10 acc"pl lhal lf IN exjstenc.. of
n.tional growps is a .eality and II
eech NIlonaI grCKlp has .. own.
cullur., . lradlliOnS. and problems. lhe
moweme nt 10 1 change Is b.. l t
lacilrta led by enabli ng organisat ion
around Iuu..s wlUch concern people
In lheir daily "'6. IssueS iSUCh as low
w~. high bllflSPOl'l CC$S and poor
housing , Or as od>er .epr......nlll\jyft
oI lhis lendency hawe blunlly said w..
n..ed ..paral., organlsatlons for eac h
of the ......tIOI'lal groups,' whk h
organlMtions can and should bI
brought toge1Mr In . n alIianc...

These ere _ Ighly conclullons on
which hillory liself (since 1960 and
esp<!CLaUy sinc.. 1976) hillS pronounc '
ed II negali"" ju<lgenwnl . To fan the
litu of ethnIC poli1ia loday Is to go

backwardl. oot forwards . II plilys in ­
10 lhe hands of the .....ctlonary
middle-class Ieadoelship . II is • reac ­
tionary. not a prugr"lSi.... policy from
Ih.. point 01 wi..w 01 th.. libe, atlon
mowmenl lak.m as a whole , Im­
agin.. u. adVOC:l-ling ' Indiom', 'CoI·
outed' . nd 'Afno: an' baG. unions or
studenl union. I >daY!

(ll) Th... .. is a dia melrkany op­
po, ile vl..w withIn the liberalion
movem..nt ..ven Ihough ~ b held by
• minorlly of peopIoJ. Accord ing to
this view , our stn>ggle • no! lOf n. ·
tional liberallon tl is • class snuggle
pure and slmple. one In whleh Ihe
'worklng clillS' ""II wr..st~r fromI"" 'capllalisl class' ,

FOf this reuon lhe wori<... should
bI organised .~less of what so­
called group they belong 10 . This
I..nd" ncy ""eml 10 say (in th..o ry)
th.1 Ih.. hlSloric ewolw..d dlll.., ..nces
are Ir"lewlant or at best of secondary
Importance.

I lind • d ifficub 10 IlIke this poolIlon
se riously . 1 suopec! Ihal in p.actic..
Ihe ac lMsls who hold this wl..w a,..
compelled 10 mllke Ih.. mOil
llCfOl>allC compomi$el with the l..aIi·
tv of rlldally pte,u<bced 'wori<om' , To
d..ny the real" ~ of prejudic.. and
p.",c..ille dlfler..nces what""er Ihe lr
o .igi n , II t e d Isarm one.e ll
.trllleglully . nd laetlu lly . 1.
becort'le1 ImpcKslble to organise a
mass moYOInwnl OUI*'.. the . llnks of
a lew thc usend studenl' ,

Ag. in . Ihe hjs ork.l el<perl"nce of
Ih.. llboeT allOn rr ,o""m..nl in Soulh
Afrlcll don no! f orrmil 10110 enl..rtain
this kind of cor..:luslon. Al lhe Iiltle
organisallonl and groups Ihal hllw"
al one lime or anothe, operaled on
Ihls basil h.ve lIan!sh..d lllt" . I..lling
the ~mple stOf" wlUch . though 'Iua
oflO\lnd and lury' , slgnifled oothlng.

(iii) The Ihlrd posiIlOII Is one that
hal bHn peov..d 10 be COIT"C1 by the
hillory of aU ,.ucce..!ul llberallon
struggles In Afrlo'• • nd elsewhere . I
ha.... found no wner desalpliOn- of
IhiS posItiOI'l tharo that oul1lned by
Ptesid..nl Samara Machllel in •
spe""h h..ld in AuguII 1982 In reply
to Gen..ral Ma:an'l lICcusallons th. t
Soulh Afric. w being ·d<!st. biIIsed·
by hostile ele nb In lhe sub ~ll-

nenl.

In thai ' po'ech MlICha..1 IlIld
among olhellh 'ng. Ihat:

·Out nalion II hktortcally new.
The . war..... II of bIIng Mozam­
bicanl _ with • common op­
pr<!S$lOn sur'..red by aU of UI

und..r colonia lism from Rowuma
to Maputo ,

F...lImo. ~l ih 20 yean' ""­
lsIence and II ' the path of struggle ,

"

lu. n..d ,... p'og. ...slw..ly InlO
Mo u mb IClln . . n o lo nger
Moconde and Shangaan . Nyan",
. nd Ro n ga , Ny u ngw.. lln d
B;longo. Chubabo . nd Nda u.
MlICu. and Xllsua ,

Frellmo tu rned UI Inlo equal
tollS of lhe MouJ,mbican nal'lOn,
....hether our skin W. I bl.Kk.
brown Of whll.. .

OUT nalion was nOI moulded
. nd forged by feudal Of bourgeois
S!"nllemen. liarOle' lrom our arm ­
ed struggle . II was carve<! oul by
our h a rd -wo .kln g UllOl.....d
h.ndl,

Th" s during Ihe nalionaillbol.a­
lion war . lhe Ideas of COUhrry and
lrHdom -.e clooa.... IOSIOdIled
wilh vletory of lhe working peo­
ple. W. loughl 10 l. ..e ,he land
and Ihe p.,opl.. , This Is Ihe ,..alan
lhal Ih.... . who at Ih.. lim..
wanled lhe Illnd and lhe people in
order lO ..xpIod lhem. \efr uS to go
and fight in lhe .anks of col­
onlalilm, Ih.,i. partn.,. ,

The un lly of Ihe Mozam blc.n
n a lion a n d Mo n m b lc . n
paIIiolism b found in the .........hal
compoJ>enlS of. • 1 we emphasise .
anli-racllm . soctalism . fr..edom
and unily·. (WlP no . 261

Thll Slal..menl is es.pedally signifi·
canl when one r..abses Ih. l lor m.ny
ye_ FREUMO lCCO!J'Ied rhlll '1here
II no . nlagonism bet""""n Ih. ""­
Ist..nce ct e numbar of elhnic group.
and National Unlly' . Th ll "" nl..nee
comes from a FREUMO documenl
enlillad ·Mozambican Tribes and
Ethnic Groups: Their s;gnilicance in
Ihe Sttuggle lor N. llonal lJberlllion'
wrinen et a lime whe n Ih.. mow..menl
ac lually was under .trong p...ssu, e
!rom poIitldans who were conscious­
ly manipulanng e11mlcity in lheir own
Interest' IJ Sa"': The dialectic of class
and lribel .

Ew" n ea, lier in 1962 a FREUMO
documenl s1. ..oud lhal ' 11 11 b"" Ih. ,
th<rr.. are differences . """"9 us
Moumb6ans. Some of us are
Macond"s, others are Nlanjal. at",,"
Macual , etc. Some of us com" from
th.. mounillins, o lhel from Ihe plalnl .
Each of our Irtbel has lis own
languag.r , ~s sp«ific u.... and
~ and different cullu r,,".
There are differ"""". among UI , This
If, normal. In all big counlrles there
. . .. d lff nc..s among P"OflIe,

AI of us MozamblcMs - Mac" llS.
MK Ondes. Nian)al , Changanas.
Ajual . etc . - _ want 10 be fr..e . To
ba free w.. have to fight united ,

All Mou.mbicans of . a lribes are
brothers In the strugg\c . Al lhe tlibes
of MouJ,mb6que mUll " nl'* In !he



common . truggle lOT the In­
depende nce o f o ur couo lT ~· .

(Quoted by J Stull.
The developmeot of the MOlam-

bicim N..honal lJb lion Ide<>log~

through th.. leuon 101 io str..ggle
shown cleilrl~ by PTnideo, M6chaer .
August 1983 III",emeo, Ih... ,

'Dun II no! • 50dety Irl ....hieh
•""'.... and coloun. IIibel .nd
,egionl con'" and ..... ha. ­
moniousIy lid. by lidot . We ","",0'
beyond thew Ideas d uring astn>g­
<;jc In whldl _ tomet\mCl had 10
10K. paocop... conKiooI.l........ In
order for tham 10 Ira. tham......
&om rompW.n and pre;udlcn to
as '0ba<;oma limply . _ ,..,..,..,
limply people' .

Every liI\1iOt1on II unlq.... The u ­
perien«' of FREUMO, while II m ..y
ha ..... m.oy InIons kw ... . canno! be
dupllc.led In Sourh AIrlca , Cer1ainly
tM populotlon .egllllrallon groups of
Soulh Africa . 'e netllwf 'tril:>et. nor
·elhnic group" nor 'nal'i<>nal group. · .
In 5OC1oIogic..1 th..ory . Ihey cao be
deKTibed a' colou•...:...te. or mOTe
limply a. o;olouT-group., So 10
descr;M them I. not unlmport..,,1
lillCe th.. word c..ptu'U th" nat ure or
the diT"dioo 01d..velopmeot olth"...
grouPl . But thl. que.tlon of wo.d. I.
not Te..lly Ih.. I..ue , Wh..t II Impor­
t.." t Is to d ..rlfy th.....latlon.hip Mt·
...« n cia... colou' . cultu.e ..nd n..­_.

The .. c onomlc , m erl .. l .
language. . ..Iioglou. ar>d 01 di!·
f"",nc" borr-.. MCIIons 01 the op­
pr..--d ill.. -eol. They lnfI....nce ..nd
Mtemt \IT' In whldl people
..... ..nd peTlence lheir "'". Reac-
tiOnary "'hnll: organisation .......Id not
ha..... beeo so ...,;ceufulln ,he hi$l:ory
of rtm counlTy had I...... dilbculhes
not beo.-n of .. certain order of ....aIity .
However , .heM d,ff ncn ..r..
l'IifII"'" perm.."",,' ~
divtsive II IIwy _ -esm.cn. d o..d
...di...m.d for .... pilIpOM' of lio:>rnd
hber.. lion and .hul In ord... 10 bulld
Ihe nalion , the ""I\ng class h used
language. ,e liglo... and " di!-
I..."nc......mong I'" worldr>g people
in ord... '0 divide Ihem d 10
disorg..nlse lhem. Any OIg lsalion
01 til.. people tll..t doe. not wt out 10
counl" r""" ....se dM.I\Iir Il",dencle.
wt up by the ruling-class str..tegie.
m..rely end...p by relnfordng Ihe...
. IreIegl" , The e..... of Gandhi Or Ab·
du rr..hm..n ..re good . ".. mples
Middle·cI.... aod aspiring bou.geol$
elementS qukkly selN! control of
• uch 'ethnlC' org..nlsatlon. ..nd use
them as power base. hom ....h lCh
they try 10 bargll in for .. la'9"r share
of I'" economic: cak.. . This is .ssorn·

ti..ny th" kind of thlog Ihlll Ihe e..n-
lust ..n leader nd th" Banlu.t.."
mlddle·cI H " doing today,

Bec..use theJ /lTe oppressed, ..n
black people d...... 10 be fr.... and 10
p"r1icipal" luLy lrl the economic.
politltal ..nd socllll llf.. of Alanla . The
mlddle~1as$n canl\O! be consislen'
.mee t""" !nteTeSl. ..r.. . gener..lIy
speaking ..nd Irl Ihetr own <;01\­

sdousn_ tied 10 .he capiI..list
syslenl , Hence only t'" black worlr ·
Ing class can :Me rhc !ask of c<>n>­
pletIng the de1noaalllltlion of lhe
country on III o.houIden.

II alone can ·.anll. aI rhc OfIPIu...,d
..nd . "pk>lred CilMI . 11 11 rhc iHdlr'lg
dltss In I'" build",!! of dw .....lion . II
has 10 .ede!lne "'" ,,1IIlon ..nd
abo/Ish 11M ...actionary definitions of
Ih.. bourgeoWe and of 11M ..../Iot­

hon..ry pelty brnirgeollle . The n"hon
ha.IO be _","'" by and In rhe in­
t..r....s oIlh.. black """,king cIau. But
it tan only do 10 by ch" r>ging l he ..n­
Ifr.. syst" m, A non ' r""'lal cllpit..llSm i.
Impossible In :inuth Afrk a The class
struggl.. ag..lo.1 c..pll..U.t ""ploltlilion
..nd Ih.. n..IIon..1 st.uggle ag..in.t
T..d . I appte••lon I><'<:om" on e .I,ug·
gle und" r It,.. gen",..l comm..nd of
th.. black ""orklng d .... ..nd ils
org..nisallon . AlAPO .

PoIltll:a lly _. In th...hOr! te.m ..nd
cukur..Uy (In l"'Ie long I..",, ) tile .........
in wh ich th...., Insights ..,e lr..nslated
into pr lltliclt ..' . of lhe gr....I".. mo­
m..nl . Althouogh no hard ..nd I....
rules ill.. ..v......bIe and I 01 .hem
..r.. ablOlule . t'" Iollowing oucW
polnll tn .eg.."" 10 the pracrical ...ays
Irl ...hich _ butId the nal ion of
Alania ..nd destroy I'" 1ItpilItiisI.
lende-r'odn arnonglll ... .

iii Po llllc.1 . nd economic
organllalionl of rhc worIo.ing people
ohouId Mias M pou tw be open 10
aM oppr..--d and .."pbled people
,egard.... of colour ,

While II II D'Ue rhar the Group
AreM Ad " nd or..... laws conlin""
to conc.....' ..11t people In I tw;,­
o.g..nl", IIo". _ geog...ph ica lly
speaJo:u.g _ la,geIy along "'hnic
hne• . It II ,mperall\lir and ~sibIe

thai Ihe Of9anlslltlon. th..mselves
should not N IIIrutlur"d ..Ior>g Ihese
Une• . The ,.m.. political organisa­
tion. should ..nd c..n lunction in all
the ghettoes lind group ..r....s. peopl"
must ..nd do Id..nllfy wlth th.. ....me
org..nisat lons ..nd not wllh 'elhnlC '
o rgllnl...tlool .

(ll) All .ruggl... (loclll, re-glon ..1
..nd n..tion..l) should be linked up .
No olr..gg;" .Ilo..1d be loughl by on e
sedktn of I~ e oppte....d aIon.. . TIt.,
Presid..nt'. C'..ounctl proposals. for
" l<lI mple••l;ould not be IInalysed
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and act..d upon as of In t..r"st 10 ·Col·
oured' lind ' Indlans' only , The Koor·
nhof Bills Ihould be c1"..,ly f'len ..nd
loughl ... alfecllng 011 the oppr......d
..nd uplolled people .

(iii) Cultu.aI org..nlsalionl th-at ..r"
1'01 1oc..lly or lI"09'lIphtcally hmlted
for valid communlly le.....nS should
be open '0 all oppr..ss.ed ..nd .." .
ploired people.

Th.. lOng• • sto.i.. s . poems.
dantel. m'lllt of one group should
MiN'''' lhe c<>n>rnon property of aM
""",n il I"'it tonl....1 has 10 be con·
v.y..d by mean. 01 diffe ...n l
language mad", . In " y . and In
manv oIher ....\IT'. by ns 01 cIa..-
Il1ugglc on the political lind on lhe
c .. II .. ..l Ir o nl . t h .. CUh UI .. l
"",hievc......,ts of the people will be
WOW" logortM Ink> on<! Aun;.an
f..brit : ln .h is .....I' ..... sltaB..hmniate
divill\lir ItIhnlt conidousness ..r>d
"'p". ..r,III b.... of division wlIhout
"Ilmln ..tl ng O.. r cu ll u . .. l
"",hlev..ment. ..nd cultu. ..1 vaO<>II'.
But II ...111 be uperwllt.d by ..lI ..s d lf·
l..r"nt 115P'ct. of one n..llOn..1cultu' "
acc.... ible 10 1111. So th..I. lor .."am­
pl•.•v"'y AZilnl..n child ...ill know ­
roughly .pellking _ Ihe sam" fairy
t..lel or chlldren 'l . to. ies....h..ther
th.... b.. of ' Indi.. n' . ·Xhosa'.
·Tsw..n..•• OT'Kholkhol' o rigin.

(iv) The liberlilion mo"" m..nt has
to . volve .. nd im pl . m.. n t II
democ.,,'ll: language poIic.y nol lor
tomorro... bullor lod..y. We need 10
dlltu.. serio..sIy how " can imple-
men' _ wllh lhe •....., C-d ill our
dllposal - the loIowing model
...hll:h. 10 my mind • •epr......... t'"
brsl po .tiIt soluhon 10 lhe p,obIem
of comm..nlCiIhOn In Aunia ,
• AI ""'nla... mulll ha\lir .. sound
kno ledge of Eng/IIh ....-heth.... ...
hom.. langli llglt or ... seco nd
10."...,.
• AI AliI........ mulll have. COIlver­
..Ilona! kno .. io' dgc of lhe 01"'"
.eg;onaly importaon Iar>gUilg<!'S , For
e. ..mpio' , In the Ealllenl PTO\Iinte .
rnry penon 101III know Enghsh.
AfrikaanS'lpIllklng pcrsonl will ha ve
• conv..T....lloo..1 knowledg.. 01
Xhosa ..nd Xhow·spe..ldng persons
wlll h..v... converlllhonal kt>owledg<>
01 Alrlko..nl . In ..n ..r.... like Nat..l, ..
kno ....lordge of Eogllsh lind Zulu
wo uld In ..11 plobabl1lty . ulflce.

Th"se IIr" . ketchy IdeII' Ihal heve
to be IllIed In Ihrough d..mocr..tlc ..nd
urgent dlscuuion In ..11 org..nisalions
of the people ..nd lmplem"m..d a•
soon liS 'oW h..ve e lll..bllsh"d th"
nece.....y ."utlu.... ..nd methods .

Th.. Black worldng d llss Insl~led

with a revolulionary conSCIOusness i:s
the drlvlrlg lorce of Ih.. liOOr ..lion



Wll9Sle in South Africa. It has to en·
, ure that the leadership of this strug·
gle .emains wlth it if our effcets are
not be deflected into channels of
disaster. The black W<I.klng cia.. has
to act as a magnet th"t draws all the
other oppressed layers of our sode·
ty. organise, them lor the liberation
""uggle and Infuses them with the
conslstent socla l1st ideas which alone
spell death to the .ystem of racism
and capitalism as we know It today .

In thiS struggle the idea 0/ a single

nalion Is vital bel -.U'" It represents
the .eal lnte.est ot the working class
and therefore 01 the future SOCialist
Azanla. 'Ethnic' . " ational group or
radal group ideas "f nationhood in
the fina l analysis strengthen the posi.
lion of the middle ..,lass or even the
capitalist oppre'sms themselves. I
repeat . they pave the way for the
Catast.ophic ...para'ist struggles that
we have witnessed in other parts of
Africa. Let us neVel forget that more
than a million p eople were

massacred In the Bialr"n war , let us
nOt forget the danger rep resented by
the 'race riots' of 1949. Today, we
can choose a different path . We have
to create an Ideological, pohtical and
cult ural climate in which thiS solution
becomes possible.

I believe th"t if we lIlew the ques­
tion of nation and ethnlclty in this
lrameW<lrk we will understand how
vital It I. that Our slogans are heard
throughout the length and b.eadth of
our country .

Idyllic setting for a tougt) battle continued /rom page 10

The BC dilemma was ,ummed up
byanothe r delegate . Mr Joe Thloloe
who talked of the "onslaught from
the northern suburbs on BC" .

He said white liberals and radicals
eccased Azapo and other Be bodies
01 boing "pOlity bourgeoi, " .

"They have also come up with the
•Iogan that " the st ruggle is
colourless' . Some years ago . people
beboved In African nationalism . that
their goal was a socialist .tate,'· Mr
Thloloe said . " It was a clear·cut
defin~lon,

"Now we are talking about BC,
We have to p lc k·a nd ·,hovel
workers, managers and other profes·
sIonals . We all agree - our goal Is a
socialist state , But the people who
are flghling to create Jt are the black
people of thts count ry. Do we call
them a nation or a class?"

He added , " If we say the struggle
II between black and white . Our goal
will still be a socialist Slate where
there lite no races o. classes, "

Tho... who believe In defin ing It as
I class-race struggle are adamant
thlt Jt has nothing to do with Ml rK '
!srn or any othe r theorle' a. , uch. but
merely a categorislng of the struggle
In line with the "SOCialist ethic" .

Thet. argument i. that the South
, African .it uatlon has to be inter·

preted along African nationalist and
, AfrIcan socialist ltne• .
! While the arguments may seem

facile and irrevelant In defining Its
ideological concept. it ha, to be
under. tood against the bac kground
that Azapo In it. present format Is
aimed at mobilising the black
WQl'ke...

The dlf/erenc... over ideological
Interpretallo ns te nded to Over·
.tladow other development, within
,Azapo, The educaton paper, In an
appraisa l crltlcal of the present
•ystem In South Africa. suggested a
far-reactllng co unter-system ,

Mr Mosala's paper on labour
IPOke of the Government's dlspensa ·

tions being ""en I" the light of its
policy of total strategy. and called for
a counter strategy.

He argued ttlat the Government
had set out to d""t.oy the political
potential of the blll< k labo ur force In ·
to a .....ml·white mode of eXlstenc,," .

"By allowing worke.. to hav.. ec­
cess to the offiCial ba,gaining
mactlinery. the Government has suc·
ceeded in restrict i~ e con trol on the
W<lrke' movement , Mr Mosala said.

A major move "'tllch emerged at
the congress was t ~e expanSion of
various secretarial> They will now
include health, spor:• •uraland urban
development. youth and culture,
education and labG-llI ,

By doing so. A:apo Is hoping to
play a blgge. role in the dally live, of
black people and countering accusa·
tlons that it is not Ir , t~rested In breed­
and ·butler Issues,

A controversial nlOVe du ring last
year was hardly discus...d at the can·
ference - the aKin } of M. Nkondo
as p.esld"nt . It was touched on brief·
Iy when the publl( ity sec.eta ry. Mr
George Wauctlope . said the national
eK£cutlve tlad come under /ire for
the move. and although differences
wittl athOl' BC bodies had been
resolved. SOme Q)ganisations had
given Azapo the cold stloulder .

Mr Nkondo . befne being banned
by the Government , was suspended
by ttl.. eKecutlve fut "violatlng prin·
ciples and policy~ .

The congress ended on an unex_
pected note - c nly one of ttle
outgoing national (CKecutive was re­
elected. Outgoing of/lclals and ttle
new prestde nt . Mr }/ hehla Mttlembu.
Insist ttlat the mov.. was aimed at
training new le·laer . hlp , f.o m
"preventlng le""erst ip from becom_
ing an Institution ' nd prevenllng
bureaucracy at all ko ",ls".

For some Ilme n<...... . Be organlsa·
tions have been mindful of getting
away from leadership cults and
allowing ttle personalities of their
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lead"rs to become assoclaled wllh
the organisations' image ,

The new presldent , Mr Mltlembu.
28, has a youlhful "cabin~t" under
him. Hi. immediate task will be to !l'"
the secretariat W<I.king , and then to
await the direction on ideological
conc..pts which I. to co me from ttl..
proposed symposium.

Personall y, Mr Mthembu has
made It c1ea' how he Inte'prets the
struggl" . "I believe in the In lerp.eta ·
tlon contained in our constitution ­
ttlat it Is a national black struggle wit h
land repossessio n as th e a ll ·
important faciOI'. but ttlat race is a
class determinant In our count.y,"
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