
Independent unions 
promise to continue 
struggle for free SA 
IT U ridiculous for the Minister 
of Internal Affairs to call the 
results o f the recent elections 
an 'acceptable* mandate to go 
ahead with (he new cons
t i tut ion* 

Particularly* when the low 
polls indicate exactly the oppos
ite the majority o f eligible 
voters overwhelmingly reject the 
government's new deal* 

This was said in a statement 
released shortly after the elect
ions by the independent unions 
involved in the current unity 
talks. 

The unions said that they rej* 
ected any attempts to blame the 
low polls on intimidation* 

'The government swung the 
whole power o f the state in 
support o f the elections weeks 
befoie it mounted a high-power
ed publicity campaign urging so-
called coloureds and Indians to 
vote/ 

'On top of this, it set out to 
harrass progressive organisations 

campaigning for a boycot t / the 
statement said. 

Th is culminated in the despic
able detention of over a hundred 
key activists from these organis* 
ations/ the statement added. 

But despite these efforts the 
government fa i led/ 

*We believe that it is time that 
this racist government realised 
(hat apartheid in whatever guise 
is unnacceptable to the majority 
o f workers/ the unions said, 

They said that in the indepen
dent unions, so called coloured. 
Indian, African and white work* 
ers had seen the benefits o f 
unity and non*racialism. 

The real democracy practiced 
in our unions shows up the new 
constitution for what it really is 

a farce/ the statement said. 
*\Vc wi l l continue our struggle 

for a free and just South Africa 
for all workers/ it added. 

The independent unions also 
called on the government t o 
release all those it had detained. 


