
ELECTIONS REVIEWED 
10 unionists detained 
during pamphlet drive 
SHORTLY before the elections, 
eight Sigma shop stewards and 
two organisers from the Nation
al Automobile and Allied Work
ers Union were detained by 
police. 

They were picked up by police 
on the outskirts of Eersterust, a 
township near Pretoria, where 
they had been distributing leaf
lets as part of FOSATU's cam
paign against the new const
itution. 

NAAWU's Lisa Makalela said 
they had stopped to give a lift 
to three UDF people and soon 
after this Ihey were stopped 
by the riot squad. 

'They ordered us out of the 
kombi. searched the men and 
then the kombi/ she said. 

'The police then asked us to 
follow them to Eersterust police 
station * she added. 

Sister Makalela said the police 

had kept them there for two 
hours while they tried to locate 
a senior police officer, 

'He told them that what we 
were doing was not illegal, but 
before they released us, the 
policemen demanded our pass 
books/ she said. 

'Only myself and Martin 
Ndaba had our passes with us, 
the rest were then taken to 
Mamelodi police station/ Sister 
Makalela said. 

She said she had then phoned 
the union lawyers who had 
contacted the police and infor
med them that the people 
should have been given 24-hours 
to produce their passes. 

Everybody was released some 
four hours after they had been 
picked up. 

In a press statement, NAAWU 
sla~timed the police action as 
'clear intimidation'. 

Would you buy a house from this man? 


