
Biscuit 
council 
crumbles 
THE biscuit industry's industrial 
council is crumbling. 

TUCbA's National Union of 
Operative Biscuit Makers has 
blocked the entry o f the Sweet 
Food and Allied Workers Union 
to the council* 

However* two major employ
ers. Bakers and Fedbisco, have 
told the council that they are 
not prepared to participate in 
council negotiations without 
SFAWU, according to union 
sources 

The union sources also said 
that the chairman of Bakers 
had resigned from his position 
as chairman o f the council. 

The TUCSA union is now fac
ed with a dilemma either it 
lets SFAWU jo in the council or 
there is a strong possibility that 
the council wi l l collapse. 

For the past two years, the 
TUCSA union has been losing 
ground to SFAWU. 

Both Bakers (which is by 
far the largest company in the 
biscuit industry) and Fedbisco 
have agreed to negotiate wages 
for 1984-5 with SFAWU at 
plant-level. 

Another issue that has brought 
SFAWU into confrontation w i th 
the biscuit union is the principle 
o f majority unionism, 

SFAWU argues that where it 
has majority membership at a 
factory only it can speak for the 
workers at that factory. 

The biscuit union opposes this 
saying that it should be able to 
represent the small pockets o f 
membership it has left in 
SFAWU dominated factories. 

A SFAWU spokesperson said 
that by blocking SFAWU. the 
biscuit union hoped to maintain 
its position as the sole spokes* 
person for all biscuit workers* 

'But to this union's horror the 
; council is crumbling before its 
very eyes/ he said. 


