
AfRIKANER'S fUTURE

SOlJ1H African Itistory. IS d..-tolmined
by the Chnstlan Iio hst syllabu.
arid !nlb"ob loIn unf"""'l 011

""houl pu pil. "" tiOll id• • h., long bt>n
""""'""'" for Its c.amw ... lemon of therr..o
..............dullnt-06 in . ppmodI.

Th.-ir """""" <Jl 0IIt past~ .., th •
slmiluly Jlanled Oft vi mimi for prodoim.
ins~ """""""" .............. 10 pn.
........uid f"'""'<'N • lrIN.;Iy dNomd n- of
doe history of 5ou!h Atria-

APOr ULAIl: ".n u.. lor tou. i.t~ to
/oh. lI l1...burg. the cily of gold . i•.
unou'J",..ngly. Gold Il:....f City. But

..hi l. t he " . IIU.' mak.... no cl. im. 10 be
auth.ntlc• • 1 the ... m. it . 1.., host. ",hool
tours for child ...n . tudy ing the h,.t0'Y "I
sold-mln ing and thus dO<" present a "MY
vivid piclU'" ul Joh.nn..bu 'll in the • •TI)·
day..

In I di!l<Us;si"n of the y in whid! Gold
Il:....f City p,"", t. J"h.nn N 'll ·. history,
Wits t1ni.......ity hi>!"rian Cynthia Kros ...~..
that whiJto ]I is I plra".lIt~gh pIKe for a
day. Ih<' ptit il pmoents io "insidIOUS _ nol
jusl bea.... _ h-... fft'I it Ii<'< about

Gold dust or

nsl't V"U!\iTl"'"!

For Ih.... and Oiher ....100 •. I"" \'IltS
UN........'Y' lbslofy~ as put of dl;

ong<>in& <'fInm 10 ........ ml.... hrstory fn:nn
Ih<' f'<"'PKtI... of animal')' South A1ric. ...
. nd to begln 10 ""'gag..... Ith thOOo<' in Ih.
•.....bli.hmenl· who m. int.in m" ....."'.
and histonaol si ta, Iwld its 1m ronvennon
und.., tM th.-m.. · Myth&. Monu""",, ts . lId
Mu"",m., ........ pmnioeo i"'.

Ask.d to th in k 01. p .omine nt ,""ut h
African m"num"nt many might name til<;,
Voort",kkr monument - that ""lid. sombre
symbol outsld... l'n-to. ia which J""S"""e5 on.
VMY particular P""l"'cttv. of South African
hi-rory

But in • pa per "n ·M"n um",,~ .nd t""
mo numenl. liu tio n of mylh , ' , Fra llcis
Frescura of the Uni""n i'" of POO Eli.r.abeth
"' ntinned c..n ai n hlst~tic. 1 ~it... whIch
ha 1I...... l:otom rorogn ised.nd of whirll
mony South AfriGo...~Iy ..... igro>,-

Thneo Indudl'd Sol Pl..t,..·. hom...
Frwdom 5qu in klipto..... the burial
grotlnd . of , ly l••den l u<h .. ~o"s -

q...,..... Il.omb. t• . 5<o khul hu ni. H iM....,
Nul. , Salld ll.... o.lI~ i....yu. Dillizulu
.mong oI/wn.. III addilion, 1M sit<> 01 the
.........",..t Ilulnoft. ill 1"20. tM hlSt<lli<:al
","letnenl at M. pullgubw.- .....r Mnsina
whidI data bood: 10 1050 AD,..1tidt Ilid.oy to
a . h""h lll t.n ~. IKC'\I PIl'd by Ih. SA

wry Th lI.d ..de<! • ~nihon th. t
Afr ik.n fu rs 01 1<'110" black South
AfriGo... _ 11w <:'On>«j........ 0/ decades 01
"cynical propagand.". Afrik."","" should
aloo $lop """"'l\ llwm••h·ft .... iIIl .....battled
minu. ily c" nf....llt<'d hy a ll .ntagolli.tlc

~""".
RmIindillll Afri ....n... 0/ t"" ..ord. ,i 0 F

Mal. II (b,.·I;.-w ill)'<>\l' God. in y r p ,'uplc
dnd ill y".. ",,·If). V.n E<:k .. id it m)1h
th.t Afrikan... co" ld enj" y roltulill and ",Ii·
glou, fl't't'<l"m "niy II thry .......... polincally
do mina nt. It w.. iu. l .. importa nt for
Afrika t" 1".. t "',..4...... from being tl1.
"pp IS It fur blad South Africa'".......

' A d.m cy i ' cumins. Ih. ... will t>e
"..~ .,;'" ruJo. 1f thj" tfIt,n go.nd get
io..ol" l'd in Ih. rl'O<'ft' that ~'ou ca n
iftIIuencto it: he u~

s.... v. ....,;... .._i._;...Ior
-.nth kl-.

a osing I .... d. ....
di.....uion. 5t. lI. n­
bo!Kh lJ lliv. r" ly
p hil .....ph... Joh...
0egenMr wd it ....
very import. nl for
Afrika:wn 10 drii....
wha l the ttTm Afri­
ka n• • m• • nt. bU I
tNI 0U<h .u:.eu-....
s hou ld t. k. pl.c.

'00 in t""~
of "",,-Alnu,,""-

H" ..ncouragl'd ......yo ll.. to bKO"'.
philosop"," i_ . r .. 1M J""riIo' .......ning
of word• • nd~ ...... Id bo, negotiated...........
~ .. unfin~hed MIn... in 00. his-

tory. 1'0'" will I\et 1I0..h... if do oot
. d d Iho.... pf<>bl.m•. But <. nnot
add lh""l in j"'l.ltl"n ... w.. mlJ5.t find a
d"finitlon "f Af. ikan,·!, but .... must . 1",
find oul what il means to be. fully·At'dgl'<!
citin ," in ",,,,th Alric••wh. t it lII<'a,,' to be I

...hole-I"'""" al th," time. rh thO. SOC'it'ry-"

p;,.j C_ (NatioNl Panyl
. nd1m nfl 6c:k lANe).

o...bng w i lh I"" .It.......
h ....s that ""fft' opt'" to
Afrihnn., Pitlt, Muld..,
...id W tR...... "·U. \'laN,p

~.~Md
nol flljo~rd mu ch 'o('(n.
.uouncI tht wurId 1'lw A."IC
mlllot (OftVlDa _ tNt tlwy
will .i t 011 Ih. opposition

bmchr.i 01 parlwrwftI " IJwy
................ I.maoly\'l
ronYiJ'l<N tNt m.r dilN... ill
putolSuulh A/rQ I'd.'

HI:sa.t two 1N.1I~ hW to to. odnooo.i­
...~ thaI~ p;ioIo1d and Ilwl O'Ihnir­
jty was ••ign,nu nt ,• .-1"'_-Eth nicilV i.
"'rung ...."'gh IU d",roy rro",""K~.
Wf'must I'IOt lIndmooh~~ it.•

Van TOI'Id<T {1t'IN,Wtg ,1>0, 10k...~
100 n ict 10 br . 1, Uwing orll . n i>;l l i on ~ l

uguO"d th.lI South AlriI;. "'''' noI 'm<' coon­
try bur l . ub-«",tillt'nl (Om moing 14 diff..·
ent p."1'I"".

He u id if • puty .'ay..d a...ay from
Codes.> it co" ld N~ boo ""'f'<"',ible 1<". what
look plac. t her... Sim, la rly, Affl X-nt rS
.hould h••·t l>oycoUt d Ih. 1901l ..ationa l
ron....nlion when> ju>t "lhrH b , leed..n
fought in ..ain fof!lwirI.Ingu.o8"' righlS".

Conti nuing in fOliOI ng rhttoric ,,' hieh
d~ ",,"vily OIl old anl.oll""""'" b<ol ....,.."
Boor and Ilril. V.... Tondn Nid~"';I$ l>O

. u<h th'ng a.
n Afnb ..... ' yolk",
bu l Ih..... ...• • •
~k" ..-fth in
""'... pobbal .....~.
ioWiw~

"W~ ....nt h.
... to.~ t h~ ~.
~w.__

~1OIUCfI'"
South Afnatts. t"­
i~ no s uch thin, ..
Soulb A/rnnM>.-

T1Iou~.. <III t"" fuN'" of I"" Afrik.o......
from both f'jH C_MId '.n ".n & k Iwo:I
all the de....... 11 of politic. 1 p.ortin "n 1M
c.mp.oign Ir'~' Dunng q.-ioo 11I.... l.o lor•
politic.l ""inl·",onng was ....,.,. moch Ih,
ordo>r oI lh<' dily.

C_ ...id lho, NP w... ..tn "';ng tow.rds
• po litic al ~ n .. i.onm.nt In which lh,
Afrikan.. id,"'hty "in it. full diw rsity could
m.nif• •t it•• lf . nd bi" .." m". It w" n"t
enough just 10 Cft>A!. an ...,..ironml"llt th.,
....osd"""""a lic, it ....... Id .1,,, """""modat.
the~s oI.U ..p<'ct!I of 1IOCil'ty.

V.n Eek ..id if the Afri4,..,. .... nt<'d to
pl. y the .01.. 01 lib.-r.t<J r n Ih• • thao
............... .....mM of cN"lt.. ........ _

..



Wanted: new
•premises

for SA's
real history

DefI'T1<t Fa"",) ~nd the for­
lifK'<! villag... of Mul um­
bani.OO MUlde in Vffid.?

By conlr,.t, Fresco••
01"" listo:l smlle of the sites
whleh h~" e beeo pro.
da imed " aOonal munu­
",ents, includ ing a now
barren piece 0/ ground
whe", the h<l1.L.;e in whkh
Cenenllouis Bolha. one<'
. tood and He nd ril Ve.­
woe,d '. house at Ik>Ity' .
8.l y (kno wn as "Bl• • • 'n
Bielji,,"), which, said
F.....cu •• "i . reputed to
have b••n designed in
t q61 by • man b<o llu
knmvn as t.... 'a",hitt'ctof "p"rlhcid'".

But why all the fu" over hist"n,"l site"
ar>d IIIO......""'?A=rd,ng to rht.- edik>r 0/ It.>
]oImtil1 of A"'<'tI€8n !f1S1<ry, DaVId Thelen, ,t
is bKaU>oe bulb men",ti... and monuments
aN Cl'IIlr.1 to t"" way in whkh prople make
.....'" of the world

-n.. proct."'" of """"mt...ring and Itw co....
It1lt of our 1llI'IfIOI"i", a", our way. of d,'fir>­
ing who we an: in the p"""'nt . of framing
cl\o;cet for the luluI\', of finding 5<11"", Imm
lmmfdiaw troublos. of build mll ",mpo:len«

HISTORY

II memories li re Important and help us to define who we are
and where we come from, how should history be remembered
bVSouth Africans an<! Jusl whose stories should be told?

.nd conf iden,e . s Interprete..
•nd portiapan," in our rveryrday
rela~onshi p': he So' id.

The len . rgoed tllat monu·
ment . cou ld be used in
v.riou, wa y. - to . how how
di fferent people or group'
"'tlIl'TlIboT the Jail\(' event diff.....
ently or to show how the con ­
stTucti"n of me m" ri e. have

ch. nged <>VeT time. For "",mpl<-. th<: battle of
little Big Hom in the United Stot.... should
be shown from the f"'T'l""'ive of both the
eav.lry and the Sioux. or. monument at the
baule 01 Blood Riv.... ,~ould show how the
lrekktf5.nd the Zulus e'pmt'lI~ the battle
differently.

At .11 time s when remembering .nd
rel'onstructing the past. said Thelen. qu....
tion. must be ",ked such." wh"t is being
retain"".nd what is beinl\ forgottm, what is
noI induded .nd wh.t is nol ...pla it>l'd ,

used to be • century . go,
Out lor th.-"" .ctively "-,,,king to under­

st. nd more .bout how jollannt"lburg was
shaped Gold R..-f Cily ;'; "loo insubstanha l",

Aro>nling to K",. ito past i. ",,>JIhing trot
un helpful - ple....nt bot irrelevant.., Gold
Red City allow. os to Tl'1•• in the village
squaTI', but it doe',n ' t ""plain to us how we
lost our ",.1 squ... in tbe ....1city it daitM
to "'P=l."Its duplicity g"me with history
, nd aot t>coticity amuses ou, initial int"""t
""I it patron;""; US_ offeri ng 0.' triol:t'ls and
cur i". ,nd whi msical glimpses int o .o
. nnonymou. , monochrome past, edged with
broekie \act,, '

just cheap imitation?
the past _ bu t .Iso boc.use it ,otIcouugt"l
pa~vity", She says Gold Reef Citys ra-<J is
"a pa$l without """'pounds or "'l':"'S"tion",
The role pl.yed by black. in the gold mining
ind....uy .. hUle IlIOn' than hmted at and the
bL1<k>.t Gold R..-f City.re """tly "happy
" 'ngsleTS, music-m.kerl; . nd dan""",,", The
version of history pnsen led makes no 11\I'1I­

lion of tho- I'I'Slriction of """,,-,,,,,,,,t on black
llline , no hint nf "'p.......ion, e,ploitation ,
loneIin fe.r or mutil.tion,
~,says Kroo, vi";t" ... to Gold~

City du show an int""'" in the past and how
the living cond itions h.ve cha nged . nd
appear to w.ntto le.rn OIllA' arout bow life

Challenge to
heritage industry

SOM E might say ir s histoTy up for
..Ie, oIh"", might be more ao:omroo­
dating .nd "'U...t th.t at l~ast it is

"",king p""ple lhink aboutthetr past"""" if
it's not ""Ii...ly accurate, but wbat",""r w.y
you look at il. !hi' "helitage llIdustry" is big
bus;n..."

In South Afric•• prime e..mple i. the
r.pidly de" eloping and hig hly success ful
Victoria and Alfred Watcrlrunt (which has
""",yed an lim.ted six mIllion vis,ton; in
the last lwv y !. But just what picture of

1o~18

"


