
'Violellce lias engulfed t/te
w im Er of South Africa and to

sillgle out one area is quite
misleading '

Mirror, mirror,
off the wall?
The perception that violent crime directed against white

people is out of control in the Transkei does not reflect II

!actual seuatcn, but one constructed by the rnena.

ar~ues ZOLA SONOLO.

T
HE PERCErTlON vi T,.n.<kri .os • holt..<! <>I r.Ki<;l crimm.d, !I.Is illl
""~, In th. Gold,lone Cumm;";,',, findong th.t Ih.Itt,,,,,,llnd "'os
\looJng "oed by Apia. armt'd wing of It.: PAC. as a spnngboord for

, nark< nn member< "f lh. South African Police and South Alrican
Drl...ct' !'<::om' and while dVihM'-' in South Africa

The< soured ",Iatio"-' bet",...,,, T"n,kei and In. rest of South Africa
. lId, as a ""ult SADF tro"ps...t up pos15 on aU roads I"'ding 10 Tran,,".";
"to protff! South African citizens from <TOSYoord... attack''' . Tron'kci
ll\ilitary ruk.>r Rani" Hulomi"" th..., put hi' lm:>f'" no al,-rt orocn'<l ",,<1.
bloclr.s S<'I up throughout the oomeLond, and a Waf of words .,,,,,<'d,

The South Afric.n Emh.l"Ov in Tro n,k.. wamt'd trowU"", .nd tounsl,
to avoid Tronsk; If p'.."hlc and .,uliono.'<! Iht"" who did vi..l II>< ~rN.

Th. m<'<l i. we", .I,·rl<'<l and lhe Easllondun-ba..d DaiJy Di'ptJuh
re5pondrd p;lrticul..ly vo<ife,ou.ly. it< Uml~14 BU"'4U in"ukinlland
~ucinl\ p"'v4ihol\ COl\Ct'f'li"," nl tl>< waw ul - rocil.! mInt'S" com­
nlllt..:! in I"" Tr,n'kei.

s/'o..lion. 1neW, he.dlin~ dUling lh. li"t we<'k 01 Ih. blod .ad.
....pha>i,.,,;! Ih. ·..-riuu-.n...
of tn. ,ilu. lion " . Ceruin
m m.. we", highlighted a,
inSla nces of the r.ci'l
up surge engulfing lne""""'I.nd,

Howe",r, the ""I'P""-od
••u""""'. ino.,.,.. in "rari' l m"",· given 'p"'-,h cov....ge w"' not
rrilectt>.:I in ducum""i<'d co_ The i1lCl'<'-,," wa, ro"-'lructN by t"" medi.,
Tl\en> wa. not ~ markod in"""'''' in incident. of mml'; rather the... was a
n"" ked i""""'" til. rove rag. ofcriminal incidents.

The oplnloM of prople in tne a",. ,ned light on the agenda·,etlmg
powers lhatt ho media wield. letl..... lrom whit,,, poumJ in to the DoiJ~

v;,,.,lch, Some "'p.......<ed fear and hnrror. Oil...". ti"" the wh,t.. woman
whooelett.,. wa. plinted on 7May. """""" Ihe Soulh African Emba..y uf
boing trapptod in a "1"'1\'" m..-ntality", She ""id thai . ","jell" f"'1o, behind
tt... wamillp i",ued by the .-mha"y wa, ·while fear based on. di,lrusl
0/btack propt.· .

Afl<'r I"" lifting of tho.' blocW e. media cover.ge of aPl"M1lly 'oci"
• ttad. decrea>ed d'a<tic.lly. The media lox."!." shift..:! .l",where, This
shift underlin.. the st.nda rdi>ed pra."tices nI media i n'titut~ms.1t ,ho"'..
how they tend to construct particular ",.litll'S, fa"oonng cert.m "",-",t:lal
<n rer-",ts above others,

It is fallaciou, 10 "',., mNia 's p"",i,·c/y refleeting Ihe world The
ll'ledLt .'" acti," in t"" ""'ial wnstructil,n of particular "".lilies with p"r­
tlrular 5OCia1.nd J",litic~1 <""-""!"""'-""'.

In lotal, Ih.,." MV~ """" 10 m.ljor incident. of violence in Tran, lei in
the ",-,I 12 montll,. A brM gl.nce al stali,ti", on v",i~ . I...owh""" in ih.
rountry .hows thai Tran, kei is' bawn of pea'" oompared 10 m.ny "f the
larg... South African cit,"". Violence h., ,n!luU.d Ih. whole 01 South
Alric••nd to .i,,&leout one ."'e. particularly one In which Ihe incidence
0/v~,I,'OCI' is "'lati""l}" lnw. ;" completely m i,leadin~.

Zol. Sondlo i•• b uLon<f loum.li<l bU<'d io Tr. n. kfi .

Wjth Danitl 0",<,<": Mfundn Nkh"I". fa;:rl J,.... 'I. 110 P,Irnt'It.
R,w Oat...., 1.0>"", NolJoan, 54l..ltI /l<ldal, Z""",iah &1"""1>.

Nicaragua: Dashed
dreams and
resilient hope
FAIZEL ISMAIL gives his impressions 01 a
recent visil 10 Nicaragua by a teem 01
Cape Town researchers,

A s WE approached Nicaragua from Miami. Ih"'" of u,
who h.d 1""'Tl f..llow t,.vel~ in lh. ma", mo....nwnl'
of the 19&1<, n'Counted the hoI"'. t~e ",cileownl. and

tl...l"-"ptr.tion thai th.. n'VOluhon III NicaraF;U4 in July 1~7'I had
p",vided for a wholc gt'",..all{m of young politic.l a<1>Vi,ls in
the early l'llj(l< in Soulh Africa.

N" ...riou< acti";S1 "f the ti"'" did n'll .....d or Ji><U." " ,me
aspect "f Ihe Sandmi.ta , Iruggle, Tog..her wilh Vil>tMm, the
e'perienf'" of tne prople of Nicaragu. could be said 10 have
be<'n the leading influence thai insplred rhe many ma.. organi·
sation, - 'ltud,'nt,. community organisations. wom",,', m,l\',,"

mrnt, etc - that .-m''I'lled m our rountTy m Ih....Iy I'lllOs.
I recounted too the ,hock. the dist=> .nd the dismay when

on Februa'" 21>, 1m we heard Dani.1 Orteg. 4nnounce "wr lhe
radio lhal Ih. Sand ini,ta< h.d l""t the elerlton, The def.at
c.m• • fh·, wave< of prutt'Sl. .nd opposition in Ea.l<'fn Europe
b",oght down one sociali,t I\"wrnm.nl .ft"" .n"l""" in lal~

"'"From the air. Manal\u~. Ih. capil. t Iooled like. large ,-ill.,;•
Id....plte, p"pulalion of <>VeT I>O~ million) with no identlfi.bl<:
""'ITal ~n" .nd hardly. building in sight that was m"", thdn
Iwo stories hi~h. As we were dm''''' throul\h I"" city we rouk!
..., lhe dilapidated buildm,.,. Nino.'<! by boIh lhe ..rtliqua"" "f
1'173 and lhe r.,·al\'" "f war.

11><' ht,lc! in whi<:n w• •tayod Was f.irly m"dt'Sl.. but c",1 WI
""'" ,,~"" ""'" nighl f.wr",imately R2OO). Th", i., very ;leep by
Soulh African ,t.nd..,,, and . !l<,ul IWict' the price of the hotel
in whicn we w.... t<"lay tater;n Rio de J.nt'in1,

The price; of m<>s1 mnsu"",r g,oo. th.t have a high import
mntenl (n"" t consumer good' .... incre,,,mwy bc~nl\lml"'rtedl

w......tremelv high, Fe",'people ran .1I"rd to I"'y ih... pnc...

To Pa~ n

"


