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By ALISO N CURRY

Tackling the
feverish state
of the nation

Building capacity
F""" P"Il" 1,

HowrvOl, critic. of this vi.... 01 cap.city
building fi nd it probl rm.t ir, ,inc. it
imp!;.. th.t , . p.dly .nd ",oulnruln...
do not . tru dy n i.t in <llmmuniti• •. Thi.
m.y l• •d to • ,ito.tion wh U. mpts . t
' . p. d ty bui lding incr d.pon dency
..l. tion, with out,id••g.nh. ut~.r Ih. n
improving ..li.n<. on loc.l knowl. dl\' . nd
.'~rti....

Capac ity building h•• b• •n tho .ubj.'l
0/ much d ialogue ond d.b . t. hlw••n
CRO• • nd tho wrvic. org.oni•• tion. oft . n
callrd in to hrlp th.m " 'Iui.. infonn.!ion
. nd .kill•. Thi ' un t>e. probl."",ti< ••1,­
lion.hip, with e Ra. bHoming d.~nd.nl

on ...vi,. org.n iuUoR ' a nd tho h l l. f
~ing .. inforeN th.t community o'!\olni..­
HOM •• nno t ful fil th. ir up.dly nud.
,,"' ilhout olh.. 0lll.ni..tiono,

Bul wh o do~, upuHy bui ldin g? Do
rommunili" iden lify their own nHd, . nd
inili.t~ thoir own p"'g:r.mme., conlr.ding

1'Ir""''''~' m r"'';I,'rr<.'

•• ",i , e ,, ' g. ni""tion< to provide . p" if ic
••, i" . n,.? Do commoni ti.. . od COO. nIl'
on othe' o<ga ni<ation' to do the wholo job?
tdeally rommmuni tie. wllt ch the sLage
wh.... they no long.. n...d rvice o<gan;"
.. tlon, .

Another diffi", lt i..ue I. whn h.. Me"""
to c.p.,ity bu ildi ng in the community or
0lJldni•• lion1 1t m.y well bo,h.t tho... who
. I... dy h..e PO"''' in o.gani..Jions .nd
, ..mmunili~. . ... fiAt in Hno for ..pad ty
building .nd ,he.... ft.. cont'o l . <ce.. 10
cap.city-building prog•• mm.....

Id..II~, • • m.ny p eople dO po ssib le
,hould ben~fit. Howeve,., cap.city building
<an " e.te, to, t.. . nd s us l. in pow..fu l
ellt.. within rommunily 0lJldni>ation, .nd
encour'ge lhe dev.lopment ot hi... rchi...

Building , . p. city is c1early.n enormou,
,h.Il""go to all lho... involved in develop­
ment .nd democr.ti..tion.

Mi,holl. lI<N>lh i. otfi.c-r <o-o,<lin.,o, in tho
",..tom (" room.. 011<1 . .. ,

V
OTER EDL:CATlON is I h~ growth
industr'( 01 thi: momenl. Th. d~mand
i' hug~ and tho ,upply" not alw.y.

able to """I!l burge<ming 1leI'd<. IIlhe whol~

••en:ise is tu be wurthwh il~ . howo>\'~r, it is
Impo'lanl to a>le ;.om. crillc.1 qu",Hon,
about who n~ds to know, .nd wh.t it Is
Ih<'y n<'t'<J t" know

If ~,~... educdtion i' simply abcnlt h"w 10
m. k•• ero.. on. b.lI"t p'per, th.n Ihe
implieati"n, fort~ inv"I"ed 10 ~l\lt'1edu ­

c.liCln.'" clear vott'" educ.!Itln .. for those
who h.w no>\'.... voted bt,fo"" Bu~.1 Idasa',
Train,ng Centr~ fur D~mocracy. w~ h..,~

found that voter ed"cation go~, much
d,,,,per Ihan IhI' moch.n;"'; "f voting.

If on~ w""" to Ll ke the . m" 'ioMl """ pera­
tu", of th~ ........g. South African (il such a
c"'dlu", ~.istsl , ihl' ",ading ",ould ",n"", a
fa'rlv fewrish sl<\t~ of f~.r, conluSlon, cyni­
CIsm or d isillusionment

It is quil. d e., lhal such f.e1lng' ~.i,t
.c"". the board , although Naek wmmuni­
tit'S a", prul>ahly tlw """t traumalif.ed rom­
muniti..., with th~ I.a,t .cc....s 10 ,upport
and rou n....lling. No one is un. ff,,,,ted , huw­
eW'. ~o 0'" is immune, d"'pit. th. heighl
ot ih.,;, wall, or the cost 01 tht-lf scrunty ,vs-

"=
Although il i' th. blac l <ihl.n< uf thi,

country who MV' bu"'" tile blunt ul yea...
of 'p.rlh.id .nd now "",I und. r the mo"
'taggering level, of d.i ly viulenc• • many
whi''''' .... traumdtiscd by Iht- fear•• Ibeitb
dil'<'<1. thal l""y 1<'<\ ,=Id I;w,come vict,m, of
• 0 all ...k lik. the 51 r.mt'S Ou!'Ch md>:>acTl';

the fear ,hal,h,n~ ""II ch.1nge for th~ worse
aher lhe . Iection; Ihal Iht'1t' ",illl'oe. slide
into chat""

If tine lhing i' t-ertaln it b Ihat the fUlure
hold' , h. nge on a "'hole j"l of lev.ls. F",
"""I peopl•• ,,-,&.r,II..... "I rok"'r or rullu",.
change i' a ".ry business. ..·.n positive
change 'uch as p"'mtltlon or lhe birth 01.
h.1bv, Fear 01 "hanl(". a \'<'1")1 det'P"fOOted Iffir
operaling on a numM 01 "'vel•. i' "'hat we
.re ~'p.rienc,ng on .n unpreced~nted

nalional ",.Ie right now. Tho"" involved in
Vllt..,- roU<"a!i"n tht-",Iore nt'<'ll to he "'n'i-

live to tht- lear<of .li S<>lJ th Ahicans,
ct>viously the propk who need lhe mosI

a...,i".n"" . '" th".,. who have never voted
before . For pt~'ple who a ... l littera te. th.
thoul\ht of having '0enter a voting ' t.I"-,,,
.nd m.ke a <TIl'" on a ballot paper - in tilt'
right pla"e in the righl w.~ - I, ""t.e,nely
in timid.ting . Added to Ihis i. the " fl. n
••p""wd f~df Ilf violence on pnll ing doy
. nd th....ldted fear of ~.pt..u", tu \'i"l"",e
"' hile c" mmut inj( to and lrom i" "' '''hip
a",••

H" "'r. h) maintain that voter edu,'ahlm
is a "tI1 l " o. , hop"""r issue is to mi", ,,,,,
ch.lI.ng. uf n.tinn -building. of ,h.ping .
romm"" viSIon, und""t21nding the n-al mo­
, ,,. Ints• • nd d.veloping m mmitmeni io ttl<
long r".d.

Ali South Afne.ns a", ,uffering 101m d,t­
lerent dog..... of llm,ted vision. It is. nation,';
di",."" and no one is immune. We .11 tend '0
,.,. Ihlng' lrum wh..... "'e a... slIInding dnd
we as " . in '" I\l~ ~..mpl fOlm lht' ' yn·
d",,,,,,. We100 only a part 01 the p..1U....
pt'l\'l'iy. il In-.m • particuldr . ngle,

'To maintain t/lll t vot !'r rdllca­
tion is a "black" or shopfloor

issut is to miss t il l' d ltl /ltJIgt of
nllt ion-blli/di ng, of shil l/ inK a

COlll lllo n vis ion'

But b~ ,h."ng .nd di""u".ing ou r fo. ..
and confuslU n< in g" 'u p5 ",. '.n h.lp to

hulld • """"" of lhe "'AAer J'1CIu"". the po>­
""" oper.ting btohind lht- ~v""t, _ tho h",d ­
Iin.-ma king. ihe tragic. Ihe techn i ,~I , the
t••um.tic ~ven" th.l .t. OUT d. ilv n,,<l i.
me. L

I h..... het-n d"'1'l~ wwed in " . ining __
. ion, ",h.", real h"n~Sly h•••mergt"d in
gnl\lp' m.de up ot very difl,""",t f"-"'T'le. A
"'bite cler k ""d: "\\'ell, I .m a Rbod",,,n
and I I""t all my f.mil~ in Ihe war so r.m
p",Uy bitler. I had 10 . t. rt all over .g.in
he"" and I'm n<JI goi~ t"let I"" A,,",C I.le
,w'y my .<,.'1,,"



A Mo.:k coI"'~ltU<' ..,,11l'd: -wen.. I kJ>I I....
two cJoo.o....l f"'<'I'lor In my hie - my hu,;b.>n.,l

and 1l'I~ ..'" - in I.... "''''U''' for hh:rd'~"',
• nd . till I . m n..' fMo, Mv horn. h•• bt.....
bum!. Ever~ .hy wh.n [ 'lea, 'e fo. wor k I
cIon'l knvw wko,th<or I will "'" my daughh-'
,"" t nlKhl.llul . lill I 'ry nnt to bI- bitt... •

Thh klllJ ,,( ,h.lri n~ enaNed us .\It,, , h,.J
.. httlel>i t v{ N..·k......., . little l>il uf ..... hll '~

""-S. and I" ..n~.jte a littl. b,t m,,,,· w,th
_ h othO'. ... 'r>di,idual f'O'.'f'le - a bit ""'I'\'

01 h"-'rrii. a hI """" of Theml't-I..> .~
Thrn .h i.. of <UUI"<'. t"" fActu. 1and
~I "" 10 dNI ,,"ilk . nd tJ... I.oct lhoot
u.,~~ "ill be diffelmf from f.!1
~ tWo:ric 1II •.,Ie ""'....., " will h.
tIw fiN demo. ,1io: rir<bun. buI on ~ n,".'-
bn 01 OIhtf C!lUnl!<

en.... ...... <If rlw i!'lK1or,,,, - W millJ..,
• oppnwd 10 IIw 'Pr""'-""'I<'I~ ~ .....hun
who YOO'd m ..... .... wh--....lv h'foorm.
dum; ,

• llw ""~... of t .... mtic.", - t"- will be
betw....n 7 lkll .nd 'I 1Xx) ,",>lin~ ".t"",.
throoghoot th.. coun try. ..",h "-"julting
hill<'<! " ffi, i.,I. . n",nil",," and party
'*-von.;

• Th.. nump<-, ,,f part;'" parlicil"'t ing - . t
p"""nt l!>ero ~'" 26 pariit'> taking pari ,n
rnull>-f'i'rty"'1I",...t",,,,,

e f'a>rIe will be VOI"'ll ttJr pi........ "'" (.In­

dd1ln;
_ r.m... ,,~Il "".~ 1""" u/ nom,nated (.111­

d,d. l.... al both • ""h"....l.nd~ ....l 1",'0'1.
_ r"''f'lo will vot.. "lXe,l>u ' Ihc, v,,,., will be

• dual ,·ote. counting", lrt,lh. "ati"".1 and
"'1\;"".1 vot.:

_ A ,~'sh'ITl ot prlll,:>"",,,,,1 "'p......."I.ti,m
..... '11 No usN. unli.... tho- I......·.."" Wt-,h"i".t..
",n lit'.--uk....... l!.ron.<II!Ul't1Cy-l>o....-<l <l"'tem:

• n.... ''<lIIinjt f'l"""'d rould be Nt......... """
~lIllth........v"

_ In . ll pM>o~hl! l/wno " ,11 ~ no vol""
n~~

_ """" will t.. . ~lIled .........,..,1 pro­
C'td_.ondudI"Il' <odt 01 cond\l<t:

• rMty Qmf\llgM .. til be out,rd II> ""1P­

baled 'e¢l"_
Thus. t.... <h.oIlomg.- /..ru.,.; ... 10.. M-ond

.........ing. h'g~ tum...... t for I.... rlcoctil>n
( eru ,nly . high .u,n·"u! ... ill r nh. n...•
Ihr 1~1ti"",'-"Y 01 I I« ttd Rov. mmenl.
but It b poIttral tokor M ..... dun"ll and
MI I.... election ,h.o,WIll ~"mi ... I.... pro--
, It is only ,f w.. " ,. lI y ..... k Iv unJ.r-
,1~ n J ""e .nolho" ' ~ re. "" til' rl'M is ~t tho
W{lt of . 1I preju d" •. th,lt wr .....i11 o",p to

""hi"".. loi...

" Ii..... Co")' d . ' u''''''' ' '''' T,.inlnS Crn'rr
I... 0.-..-'0<)'.

Voter education
'can work'

By KOSEl SCH[ ITEK

-rN CA\l IlOOlA ..~ INm' t"" ,­
rduuhon an won... ..Ill l'N ..I«­
1or.1 o/'finor Judy Thomf"dl LMrf.

!IJw jJJrd.: ·\lut pan 01 our "'""'~ to
c.mroJllM ...., lNt lhefI, ....... inot.u>l
In ....•

RIght now thO' 101M """'" m <land
C.mOOdl.n V{"..... in go.><! d fou .
""",t '" .liM' ~ hugdr~~
- and "" lhr r'.-e 0/ I.... d'l"m"" uf thr
Vn.t,.,J N.t" ",, T•• ",iOO",,1 AU lhonty in
Caml>i"'L> (Un'''''1+ the country n'm.lln,
f~.,tulJy f,ol\;I,·. A <h. kv l"n,iti"n.1
g"""mme"l I. Irying to """"-ild lhe roon·
t.y . nd ..·. it r . con. h t" li"n , bul th
l<:h....... R."' l«' >tiD ron trob ........ 2lJ J"<'"
",nl 01 Ihr country . nd roo ttnun It.

amp"jtn u/ w .........
On "b y 23 . hi, ~•• I.... C~mbud..n

poorl. - vk1,m. 0/ ...u.oo ........ 1<..
n....ly lh d....d", _ d... ide"d ,h.l .
..'No.f'\'r'f d,ffJcult ir$. anv rI«1_
w.. hrtlff lhan no rIro....... Tlw<- ....,..
oktrnnuwd II> rornpie«o ,lor tmal.u~ 01
llw ~tlrnwnt aprd 10 lor ;ill partw< in
r In~ 1<1'41 . A 'I(J F""""'f'l poll
wa Iumtd dr$r" " . Khmer Iloujtr

'"""'"An at"""f'I>o-'I\' of~.nd ,nNmi·
d"",n ;,1>11 l""". iW ;,hortlv beforto t....

e"'il,_ Yrt ,t ....."" th.t I"" four milllOll
V<~ ,.,.. bdi' 'VN wh.,tlh'"1' ""dbi't'lI h."...
'"~ tn'm Unl"" "w. th,' I'''''';' '''' II
month" 1h<·I. vol~ ......~ St'<rrt . nd fill On<'
.....u ld n-t,o h,llr .gain.<tlhem to. <a"rinl\il.

"lind... ' .... <imm\>la""'-'" it ...... truly
~n ~(t "I c"u ral\e t" v".e.- ;,. ,d
TII"m p n "Whr n Unl~( • •ri vf<! Ihe

)..... botI< " '. "no' dNIlng Wlllr J""'rIc'
" '11" full 01 ...... ~nd then- Wll' tul
;,k"J'l1"b'" .MI • _ votr

· 81l t IIwn .lowly Ih.. rn'plr ~on
gr"'J'Ollllllw Ioim t!III tIwy --.,~~ 10
.Jo> iI. It ....1$ 'fU'le 'rrIol.Ztng .-

ThO'l:ov...-n.-n t of tht d~v d id oot
win .M "Wctic>ll .nd did nut x«'f'! 1M
""'ul n.... vkt-~I . nd hi••rm~
(lh wtn' fOU T • • mies in (~mlxrdi~ )

.lk'fllf'lN tro --..de bu1 ........ 11,,10 ........

...... hulC"d ""I twro do", la,er
"Th. " "Ie •• b.lie" oJ ih . l they h.d

v,~.,j and Ikt.')' ....,.., nClt gOIng tu glV""
up, "'~ 'n,.. n. 1.1,·. Ih.. poht i,i,l", h."" , 1<>
It.<h·'' '' .a id Th{'mf"<>n ,


