
(OMMUNITY RADIO-

u~ I10yd of Spo>ak ""'1iIl:;~ inl........... OM of rom"'~ mry n>dirJ'. CM_I""" Margatt'1tl1
D'Arry who 'II'" RPdi<l P;",,~ l'oIJ""",,..,.,, hiT hom, in Golu..y, I",t.",d,

Women: illusions of
strength become reality

SKETCHING the socio--polilk.il conte,t
in Peru. wom.n from Ihe fem inisl
radio ron,'Cr;ve. G.by Ay~.no., j;iid,

"The violence in ou, rou~1ry has led l<J the
dea lhs of 25 000 P.ru vians.nd 4 000 who
h.ve disapp". n>d . Th. rou~1ry ;" . lso in.n
ecuno.""iccrisis with 70 J'I-...." nt of tile people
living in poverty, The Peruvian sial' is ;nc. ·
p"ble or offt,nng basic ...rvires 10 its popuLo
tio~ _ people.", homeless, have no lights
and ~o .....aler.·

II is in thi< ojlWltion. where more l/I.>n half
the nalion' s popul.tion . re WOmen a nd
when: women are th" bn:aJ winners in more
than 50 peI«"Ilt or households, Ih.t radio is
b<oi~g used III add..... t ],.. .-cis and Mlect
lhe ""p".... oct'S of P.ru\ia~ women.

A van ety 0/ radio progr.mmes . r. pro
duced, . nd with the help 0/ . ympalhebc pr0

fessional journoli.1< and d.."p i!<' Ihe fear or
censorship. Ih.... programm....... Aighled
un more than 50 <ommt'rrial radio slations.

To ""1/9 19•

handed dowo fro m
g.n.ration to gcnera·
tion - prompted jour
nalisls 10 form the
Tanu ni. n Wom. n'.
Assodalion in 1<l!l6.

From Ihi. base
women began 10 writ<'
and produce pro
grammes from Iheir
perspective,

"We beg. n w ilh
rolll wo m.n who
we", living in ,uper
sti!i<>tIS environments,
They were poor, unin
fo rmed , h.ving chil
dre~ they cou ld not
lake care of, and"" .....
s tarted our ow~

lorum of moth.,,'
progr.m mes to give
th.m a voic" for the
first lime a nd to
incre.," Ihe n ow of
inform.tion."

Other pro gr.m me
subjo<:ts include ,,",0 '

. lily .nd in p"rtirolar
IIIe Aid< p"nd<'lnic.

·W. still Aid. pa li...,l. g,ring back to
the rural where the women, withoul
gkwes or oIh..- ...~ital)' equipment, lake r....
of th... people,~

A r.dio camp"'gn for the wom.... of P.ru
h. s .merged under th. shadow of terroriSI
vi"le~ce .nd the .ulhorilan.n rule of a p.....
id.nt who """",'ly dis<ol\'ed the rountry's
cong.....iona/ government.

lions to the .....1 of society '10 they c~~ use it
in their an.Jys;" of their world,"

E.ch day . t l",sl a do""n wo""'" - . popu
l. r cnrrespond",,'s" - from the roo..... _ 
tors ofSanti.go contnbute to Ihe daily lI<"W~

programm"., Tn.- ;d e~, say. Qu""edo, is 10

.Uow .....omen 10 decid~ wbal ' ''' """",,WD<

thy i»uo, ~nd ho..... they will la lk ahout
thml, To make """"" out of issu.. that otlu.'T
media might not . ven "'lI" rd asn~

" It is lher~fore a v.ry political proj<>ct
because it questions the POSltiO~S 01 power
that are deeply ing..ined in all of us.~

She says Rddio TIeTT' IS nol "maternal or
patern. l· r. dio. · What w. w.nl L' lhallhe
list"".rs . peak with lI\eir own voices, from
thei, sociall"""pecri"e.nd posilion in soci
"Y .

Thet\" n: 23 wo""," woding full time at
Radio Tierra; but if the popular cnrrespon
dc~t., children a~d young people .....ho are
inv,~ved i~ progr. mming are included then
the numl>er rises 10 I>et"""" 7lJ.nd SO pe0

ple.
Edd a Sang., a journ.list from Tanz.ni. ,

.mph.Slsed th. , ..... h.,her one w•• talking
•bout women'. radio or general radIO, men
a~d women needed h, work logether.

~l owev el_ the pain . oll- . nge r am~ ng

women "aused by the way i~ ..... hich th.y
sa..... lhem,,·lv.. ~tively portr.yed in the
media - ........ objects, as un"'!u.1 h' men, as
pa ssive r«ipient. of them•• •~d v. lue.

T
HE AMA Il.C 5
""",io~ i~ whirh
wom. n fro m

Afrlol. South Am.rica
J nd th. Phi lippin••
_l . lr hed tho cond i
lion5 In whirh thoy
-"" d......loping radio

ro. dcu ti ng proved
nne of th. mosl inter
.,.nng opportu~iti"" to
..,." .bout whal r. dio
ca. off.r . nd tho dil
lrfma' It mak.. in the
" _ of individuals in
«Iunlries w• •eldom
........ . boul.

II r.ted w.ll along
side the disrussions on
n. ... technolog ic. l
df-,'eIopments, such ..
digit al audi o broad
casti ng which will
change the Idre 01
radio world wid., and
the p.".;bililies off<'l'l'd
by s/lottw."" radio,

Vicly Quevedo,
a community radio
broa dcasler from
Chile, ' J'I,ke of the d iffirully women in her
roun try have in finding . u pport . s Ihey
move up through Ih. ranh. A signifkant
port of lhe prol>l"", w~ the Catholic chu!":h,
sbe ...id, It .njoys greater poli t,cal power
lha~ in a~y oth.r South Am.'rican rountry
anJ its attitud. toward. worn"" is e,tremely
m>ctionary,

Divorce is illegal and medical inlervention
in pn>gnancies banned, She ...id even though
tho "mod.l· Chilean famUy was in <Tisis, it
was impossible to raise questions aboul fam
Ily . tJurtu..... and val"",,"

It was oul of this oilu.:lliun l/I.>t a year ago,
on August 31. Radio Tierr. (Radio Earth) _
with • •~fic kmini..t fllCU. ~ ....nl "n . ir
far tho first time in Chile.

The . tation broadca.l. from Monday to
Sunday, 117 hours per w..-k. brt" wn 7. m
and mid nighl O~ • 5kw transmit1ff whICh
ensures th.t progra mmes c.~ br h,'ani i~

IIIO§t ofSantiago,
"",,w..nng the question of wh. t it meant

III be a f.minist radio st. lion she ....id pro
gr. mming w"" .imed not only at women,
but at the whole of soci.ty, ba..-d on the
belief th. , th. knowledg. , .'perienre a~d

wisdum of women should h.v. a plac. i~

society where it could b. d isc uss.ed a nd
d,-bolod,

"Fernini"" is nol.~ . bsolute trulh, hut;t
ia I cnntribution to our u~d''fSI.nding of t""
w<>rid , Feminisl radio off..... th..... """tnbu-

"



"

Elections for
elections' sake?

UIUSiOns 01 strength
become reality

~:::.;.~....~ 1M work of VInous
:' 1wIIlICi"'~ f""I"<U ouch ....A
tup of ""Ik~ while (lIhoor.; triW iwJft 5UCh
•~~&";.... women. boP It r.p"• • bo<.
-. dom"", violrnce or otruo:lllr.l v,<>--"Thr~ of _ thJuu&h •.0<1"" p0o-

l . ';;;" ""' Of'<"""'l up I puNic or- t1wt
w w: w. n!<'d ",,-__ to fOJ yN .... 11 ,,1/...,.
;;;;.,;;;: h:Jr It. ¥W:'ft of ....,.,...... __•

'I'1w...:n. iii brniWd 110~ 100 .
.;.;;........~ • mW!i·rntdiI pro
jI<t' whkh ifldu.k I rang<-, of octivI_

"WI! don' , trwl OIl ' .ud""'..... if tlvy''''
aD the _I""'f'lt'._If)' 10 inOlrporllt 0.11
brdo 01 poos.W_We tnVI9_1ha1 withift ...
~ of .._1llOft' w>lI tw I d........nr
of~ ract' and ,ooaI dno.-
~ .lyle " f ......:Ii.! .Uempl> to bo m'....

...btl. u d I", stridently polilial. ...ar·
"1UnN. "W, ind udO' di_" 'o", of
dft..... w""'", ....¥. for "haa,,'''' \1>""
doily Ii_ , C""lul to our WUfk is pootry,
love And cn-;IhVlIy,·

AftIltlwr Iidd~ _ .... It worl<
• (G ttw in_rioMl airw.__ FmliniM
~ JW,o Eftlk,a..,." II"ftl t.n-d
caots lor two h<>urs I day. In """. oc!I UI

Englioh Ind 5pn i, h fro'" th. smlll
C~ot.IltolCoo\.& Ria-

SWfld by I mll~ lINItKul~
_ of lour ........... t-l " thr~ of
l1allia~ l"lnNtioNt F"" I..s bftn an
t.... air lir,a, MI Y19'11. A di vision 01 their
J"t'ie<1 . 1M Women', \JIl1'mIoliol>lwl Nn>~
e..tw" lf;~ - WirIp - tl\ft>ush wtridI
pmpnming ..-.w ioalDlf'ilod

Ont 01 t.... womm ......n:.;ng •• IIw.utlol\,
Ju...... C'f!;l.~n. Mid tllrir lim ...It to
.. ftll&thnl . n in tnl\&lioNl conl('iou-"
.... -.... vY 1Iw,...- of w.onw.w:.....

"By bullding this~ - ~
to boP .bl~ to ronl ribu l~ to, lor ~Xlmpl~,

i.t_.nnm ,,"1 camflloigns for _m~n's- -At Itw "",""",I of 1Kkhn~otenory~
alld llppn-.,i nn 01 ..01''''" ill Ih~ , ,,..,
l1II.'dia it 1M WurJ>t,,,'. Medii Cird~ In th~

...."...
Au L..ah ~,.b" •• id ue po..~r III

..... 10 CftO~~ ........ it wuld w
~ ID auq,~ of 5t1'oIIgIb ...........
. ..... "W~ w"mon . hou1d t. ~o uvo, Ih ~

lfIOdia .., Ilu.l _ can dtstmy t>isting ill\/"
.... of~ .nd ow'" our _" ilIu
.... of -.mgth..md lhoIIlNlt .. .~·




