
COMMUNITY RADIO

MEDIA ALLIANCES URGED
wnrld wh ich
wa' de' l'oy,
ing It•• 1f
lhtl>ugh Ih~

p lunder and
p<> lhltion "I
nal" •• l ,..,
SOUf'C1'S.

(n I "";!-'S uI
p.......ot . liun•.
; n d l l\e n" u .
peopl.. frnm
Nir...-g ue,
B ol i vi a .
Meoicc>. USA.
Peru, E<:u.>do••
Ch ile and

A"-"'roli.1 spoI<t"
0/ Ih"';r work in
r" m m unlty
rad io .1.l ions

Cummunily .&dio beg.n in the ",.Iy 19'i1 l!.
ill Au.str.li. and . IS in many inst. ne...
around lhe wo. ld. Anli operaled as pirate
stl lk,n. wilh"ut lkenc...., Since tlwn 00Jll 

munil y radio and lelevl, !<'n h. ... grown
dramatically and ANlriginal rOllio sbti<m&
h. .... b<..... ffilabti,hed in reJllral. wes' ond
northern Auotralia.

Rep",,,,malives from th.. "Vole<' of . h~

~bya " ••dlO .Ia tion in sou lh ....t M..<iro
Oft the Yuc.ot.an peninsula .. id their station
w"lIld ('<'leb•• le Its 10th . nniv""",ry thi,
ye,r The May. n penrJe num""," apprro:;'
fI\Il ld y 1,8 mUllno ,nd lheir ",ltufl' - which
ha. produ ced ... Ienti'ls . nd mathem"li·
d aM c.pabl. uf calcula li<>n, un l nn",n in I
th" Wesl until many centu.... b tt-r _ " ,nil
. U....

!'elBanl women frnm !'flu 'poke <>t lheir
radio , I. tion - bom frum the nerd lor
""men I" ....pr..,. Ihem""l.."" "Women
h.".. bern put a.w.- lor many y",.... but I""
time h... now rome. We a", IInding "ut·
S<'!,'''', we a,.., 'iriving to gain b much a.w. a n fo. our po.~'ple. "

Anolhe. i nd lgenou~ g.ou ping from
Bolivi a lold nl th ei r commu ~ i ty ••d i"
OlO""",,,"t which elllo:rged in the lale 1971Js.
Some pe<.\rle were ~h<>emakm aM agrind
tu r. l wor lers who prod uced •• dio p ro
gram,""" m lheir 'ro'" hoo",

"We a", poo•• bul w,,,,'" 1'0>1 so poor 'f11t,

naliv. pouple have not .fkcted lhe~y
" l'I' the ""vironnwnl. We . .. ' lfUggling 10

implemo:nl ""I own snci.l medlo."

•
SUE VALENTINE n1ports on lhe !lfth
Wand Assembly 01CommunIty Radio
Broadcasters In Muieo

AT ANY con
le .... nce 01 350
inlern.tion. 1
ddell" t.., there
u e bound 10
be ;nl......sllng
uchan ge • .
H owever .
when the gath·
ering i"" olves
co m m u nit y
udlo bread
c••ters from
tirly ",lIO$l.e9 In
d,,<, p . outh
Arge nti na Or
the vasl""", 0/
Ihe Austr. lian
,'u tbael , o r
Irnm beh ind
lIuertilia lin..,
ill EI Sol... dnr or the urban ;uugks of to.
Angele. and Ne w Y". l. Ihe In teracU" n
prom;-. wealth <JI dive""" mitKl ...ln>Idl·
iog enrountl'f!;,

Tniol w. s Indeed the e..... . 1AMARC 5.
lhe fifth Wo.ld A...-mhly of CommunilY
Radi n Bro.dc.ster. , he ld in OH ter«.
M..rlco in l'te Aug,,-'t, but, disappoinli"llly,
a lad of efflci""t llrg. nlsalion m~,nt the
" pp"r1unili.,. for stNeturtd ....d••ng... of
inform.llion dM:! n.ot iiV<' up to~hun!l.

:-<..v ert~el ..... the long journ~y 10 Ihe
lrop'",111"""'""1'fJ' and Ine",,:lIble l>eauty nf
CTOlral M....ICC>, was Mt in vaio. Lale into
lhe nit;hl - . od d" rinlt daylight hours - the
conlere nce wu .bun with d el..gat..,
,,"ch lngln g s lo . i..s 01 Iheir ~ffurts 10
de-..I" p or maint .in pltli<'ip.liv~ tadl"
broadcasting.

"AUthe \I<>ico>s. was I.... theme: commu·
mty radio being seen.s "a nw-ans of "",is·
ta",e. reinlom>menl .nd d""elopmeol uf
I""'f'le's cultur.ltdentity".

A strong sub-te, t ru nning through the
i i. -.,I. y gath..ring waf I h~ 500 yea" o f
.e.i.l.nr~ by the Indigenuu' rwple o f
onuth . nd C1'nlTolJ Arm:-rica k' p~ their
cu lture In th.. far.. 01 Inva,i"n••nd ,,"'
que.t' Iha t began with Ihe an i..a l of
Columbus in1m.

CommuOl ly rad io broadca, t... in Ihis
ronl~'1 saw them..,lv"" as ..."'ing ~ d UllI
rule: as . ''OiC1' lor till' iodig""""s J'O<'I"le"
a nd a, . cc>m munie. lo. "f Iheir a nrieo t
wid s"m . nd ' rad ili" n, tn a ma l..ri. li.l

TRANSFORMING ~ nd demo( rati, ing
rommu nj(-a li..... are fund.""",tal prin ·
ciples 01 community radio. But. ..clio

enthusia,t , at AMARC 5 were <''' tionl'd
again<ol .....,iog radi" in isolation.

D<-hv"';ng lh~ h yrn>te add ....., I'm "'idn
R.lfael Ronc.1gliolo "'id the dl'lTl<lCfalisation
of communicati"n wa, the o" e, arch ing
objective . OO . lIia"'",, bt-tw",," !he "ariou.
medi a , ~ou l d be developed 'n order to
ach"-ve Iii...

The d aU""g" wa, to build n,'w cw liti,m,
and ,~m,lit uo>n<.i.. lha l cou ld help ..-ga;n a

signili<.1nl mea,,,,," o f prople' s participa tion
in cultural policy·rnaldog - nationally and
il'lrem.>tionally_

Even to a n non-Spani 'h .pea ke r, th e
• ddl'l'SS of the dil'l'Clor of l ilt- Inst llute f"r
Latin American Studi.. ,n Peru wa, music til

tlll> .,..,... In poetic language iwhkh had lhe
tr.nsl. ,,,,... gr.' ping lor "'luival<>ntly <'Voca·
tive English word, ) Ron",g!illlo' , ".ami",,·
lion of "Ahem. live rommunico h"n nn Ih~

Ihreshold of the third millelllum" included .
history of communication over the pasl 500
years fl\\m the p<'l'Spt"Cbve of the peoples 01
lheSouth,

He ..id the world was no k>n~". simp,,"
dichotomy betw...... rri v. t~ .nd publ ic, A
non-governmental , non-comm eric. l third
sector had emerged M h . t. national and
intellYtional level, The l.rge social m,,..e·
"",n15 of tr'lL, ilion of lhe Wlh reJltury and
Ihi, mill....ium belOJ1ged ti' this third secto,
. nd included mov"",,,,,ts for hUm.ln righl..
raci.l "'Iu.>lity, the right, 01"'''men. ecoioSY
.nd liberty 01 ,"",0.1 prefu"""".

The ". Iternative" communic. tion media
CI~ponded t" this third ,;eet"r, ""wever,
Ih"';r aim w.., (](,t . imply to be . ltem. hve,
but to be ". It",. hve" - to ch. nge . nd Ir.......

form rel .tionship. 01 power wHhin t he
doma.in of cullUJ'eS,

"Without hi'toric. l memory, utop'" c. n,
not be turned inlo p roje cts ," •• id
Ronc.gliolo.

On tile eve 01 the 21st century, four peri
00s w..... drawin~ 10 . close:. mill""ium, a
quinc"" tenni.I , a "Iasl" cenlu ry of tl'Chno
logical development . nd 50 ~·e." of Cold
War,

Re ferr ing to Ihe q uincenlen nia l,
Rone' j\liolo qUNed Toma' Borg... saying,
"Europe inv"" ted the Americ... but ha' nol
yol discove.ro Ihcm".

I/e saM:! lhe ronqu'><;1of lhe Ameri",s was
import.nl boc. ..... il heralded the b..'IIinning
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COMMUNITY RADIO -

·Communk . ricJPI is becoming
rh~ hunting ground of
th~ tr.nsrlldiorlld
.:ongloml'r. tn'

an inc.... . ing ro nC4'nl" UOn of ownershIp
and conl,o l uf b.o~d Cl .lin, Ji,"n c~.,

Communk. ll"n wa.< htroming lhe "hunl"'~

ground. of lhe 1T' '''''''li",,"1 rong1om~". t..,
1M growlh of V.of IT.n.national o., on;"
tion8 during IhI> 1'l6O!; had led to lhe devel
opmenl of Clltpontion. ,,'hich w~re

. utotlollnOUf; 01 ",lion 8la1e5 MId gWnts sum

.. Gen....1 MOlo r••nd IBM w~ ... more
imporunt 10 tlw world tronomy INn ...~ ol
u.. 8la1e501 tlw Soulh.

fo r Ihi. feuon, .'Su<'d Ronc. g liolo,
IrlM....hon. li. m wu ",ore t ....n . n KO

nomi< phot ,,,",.",,,,,,,- Politic.olly il ....wJed.
radlal.naIysl8 of the concept 4IId f'O""<"I' 01
....tioNJ 8441... Centnliwd rommunk.1lion
.ff<>ctl'd .rJl counm...

In ....pon... 101M. "mo... markel, I.....
.t' l"~ m..nl~ Jl ly ~nd the counler cry lor
· more .t~le, leot ",ar kelo, RonClgliolo
_.-gun! IhO! . pn'f~r~Ne proposal, was fur .
"more civili.ln ""'-it1y".

Ronragh,' lo .. id n..w ",alitions. n<! ron
sliluel'll.ief, '" ptom..l" p""p1e'. particif"!ioo
in policy·m~ ki ng . hould l nc l ud~ • b" ..d
..ng~ of poblic grou!,", 8Oda1 mov~m""ts

and mgonioallOl\S ",ell .. mn!iI !,wla "",..1.,d lilen .cll'- llt., COnsume . grou ps,
............. minontlf8 .nd It'ligiou8, Iahour and
"","IIUIIfOtftloll organ;,.,tion!l.

n... SOO!~ """m-rvry ofOJ/k"'",,"" "'nJmg .. _ n+mud loy -II~. He>r
;nJi~. ,...,v pmrnl .~;nst 1M oI<8lruc1 i<n1 '" rlon, ....ll k... II.~I~ t,....lIIiurtal
""""og;n M<-Xf<II eil.V.

not repr.....,ntN by tho .t. IO nor tho la.go
rna '" mNi. indu"'ty, Thio, ..id Roncagliolo,
w•• whal w•• knnwn ... til<' democntisa lion
of communic.tion, lhe protection of ru llUrll
envi.onment ••nd Ihe unive••al right 10

rommun.... I""'.
Pinpointing dewlopmenls in rommliflia

tion technology du ring the 20l h C4'ntury,
Ronc. gbolo noted thallhe t........ iNon 01
tl>e hu....n ....i<:o- through Hertriln w.......
Iu.. '-runner 01 ndlOl Nd liRl been dOIIl'
in Bruil bul po....teod by the BriIisJl; .ami.
Iarty <Ulow 1rIr\"iNon hod toe.... inWlltl'd in
Mnico but polentN in thP Unitftl su-

Dt->tlop:'",1s in wdio-nsual ttdtnok>gy
hod ....se u.. origtN/ Ionno 01 .......... axn
lnUJ'Iia,tion. IIOUtId MId~, u.. ..-... 01
...... 1lOriaI cocnmunkOllO'" no.. g""18 01
itrodU!ofl'y who COfllrUlJood communialloll
lh... ronlml\N -~,. irl...ni&m<l' 4IId
dvil poww".

lJnhl# J"\"'"i(q induslti..I -..Iutions, tho
I"""'" ItdullOlognl -.Iu_ <m'eftd .all
""""'" 01 --'-",.o"lic bte includingn! u·
",non. he.olth.nd tIw """' 01 m.. limo.

· Compulers, d l$h .nlenn.. . nd video
I'l'CONOn h.ve,,",ome Co n.umer good.
which plett-lit<! to I'l'Irig''''lon or .......
tric: .IOV •

This t'" of inf<>rm'hOll ~ nd communi-
""'Ii<m w.. lhe<>nlya,poet of lhe "wId oron
omy ' h....· te. ir;l'd by ~ simultan""u. and
, usla ined growlh in produ' livily and
omploym~nl as wO'lI ... con,lanl drop in
11M> ",Ie pnce <II the fi""l products.

AI a l« bnologic. 1 l"v ~l l hi . p,ovided
id~.1 ronditiom fOf the pwt~ <II rommu-
nily rodic>, wid Ronaogliolo IluI, while~
w.. a growing numhe. of inl".lru<ttJ,..,.
and ........ 01 romrnuniC-iIlion, .""'" ..... 'M

01 •~ 01 dw wurId WIth I!uft IN
tum< • <IIDlIIWllI .-d tnnonIlioIW ...",,,,,,,,.
the polilic.ll ~lItiwlioo 01 __ 01 !be
sJobr, w lht 11I. '8"'d ut .... hoge
lmIIir lI\ihwy p"""" whidI ploytd tho rolt
01 irltftru.1I<lNl~n la .. in e:l ""
1MiIIvMilxl of f'anoom.1 'lid ee Gulf W.~

llosdoow sword and Ilw en-.~
wntlng and comllltlnialtioll h.>d .Iso w....
lNd '" ttw P"""'"" of~.nd d,....__
lion. How.....,., lh., lu SUloS" of 1M COft

<p>mn IYd bo.on~~rat and
d<Jmnlir.1od by dw ind;g-~ ...
th.' lnd~ 0I11t1..., hMJ surm-od and
tnn Upt .w~ during "'" pi6l500 yeors.

TIw~ 1OOJ )'H" h.t 5mI~ Ilo...
guag<"'. "",niol l. ,), Engh.h .nd tile utin
langu.ag.. bpokrn by """' S1~lh u1 11le WQTId)
domiJu.l<' rnmmunio;llion, II Nd . 15o been II
millmium of thO' prinlln,i( ptt'!l"' lh. book,
dady n<'WSp;!f"''''. rodi" , nd ,.1",; ";001

"In 0 1\1' thl.....nd y•• "'. the hi.tory of the
north<'11l Ilemhplw", ha. lrovl'll'" from the
,.,...,.1Je:l Middll' A&" to 1M Rm.i_~. to
modtrnlly. passir\3 lhmu .i(h It"... ind""lnlll
I?VOIutio... and now, It) p>ot."'OO""";Iy_ ,

MEDIA ALLIANCES

'W, wan' ntdio brolldcllStilfg to
function as e lOlldsp'llkn lind

an « liDof ou,.multip" and
divt1w tloius'

-s.a in Ihr South. dw~ ..-ho""ao'

unl lt. chlN! to COII,,,,I., unl:l5n .nd
H.rod~1I CIIU Uffi pt;OIl ..... .....:1 fro", 'M
OOIl;"al ruIN to thO' «lft<lu...t . nd Ihr
.....m..na. In I n fTlo_ of 200 l""'"-
IlIOv"", inlo pohlical_ancil"'tion " od in
Ibis <mtury tIwt io ...... dn"""'g 10 Ml -.I,
~ Ieop<'d .1_ dII'ldIy tmm illilrra<:y 10
u.._ a><nmumanon~~

Ilooagliolo wid doopI...(Om"'l"'g di/ 
f<'mll p.lh... people from lhe Soulh we...
II<IW abo part 01 the gloNl riIla~ oM global
oupemurket. St.nd ing . 1 Ihe dawn of Ihe
new "'iUenium th..,. h.od "II<' ~si m ple and
blunl· ..<piratiun:

"We w~nl r~d io b"",d".ting to funclion
as • kl\ldsl"" i<t'r . nd an Kilo of our ",ulliple
and diverse~; we w.nl .udimisullsto
mirror our I>W1\ physiognomies in the plural·
ity oIoor .....ny idt"fliltio>s,-

11 Iud . I..,.dy been shown tlul III<' new
<'Ie<1mnk l""h""l~ie!I could he -...propri.
. ted, !IIb\'l'fl1l'd oM \ilnwd" fur tlw bnwfil of
the Lo~ 1IllOOl'I.w. of lhe pLonet whictl ....

..




