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-ORDINATOR- Zaaiman's stance on the SADF
Af rica in 1915 (I quote from Han
~a,d. wh ich in tt1o!it' d a y~ gave only
a ~ummar\l of th.. spl...che~ ) '

"The re was no li berty of speech
fo r th.. public. no libe rty 0/ the
Pres s, and " II the ordi nary liberties
of th.. public "ad be-en ta ke n away.
They had no th ing less tha n a de
spotism , uch as they fo und nO
whe re else in the world where there
was any semblance of constitut ional
government . . He would do his
be st whi le he was in Pa rliament to
pr..""nt the people from coming
und e r slave rule. and QS pt'cia lly
slavery as a res ult o f the acts of the
M iniSh " o f Defe nce. The Min iste.
would du well to li sten to the voice
o f the pO"Opl e" (1 M arch 1915: 20
22) .

II is also clear that the govern
ment, historically through apart
heid and presently through control
over til!' media. is deJiberilt..ly stnv
ing to keep any knowl..dge of the
object ive reali t ies of South AiriCiI
a wav from the publ ic.

I now dea l with the ~e<:ond part
of my see rem ent. namely, why I
refuse to ~...-"" in the SAOF. And it
i~ cle ar tllilt th is question has in
p art oc'('n answered in tfle previous
sect ion . In brief th..n, my refusal to
serve revolves a mund the fo llow
ing points :
1 , t a m nut prepa red to f ight or to
die fo r Aparth ..id or the Nat ional
Party , I fail to set' how the Gover n·
men! ca n negotiate with so-cal led
Communist States such as Mo zam
b iqu .., Angolil and ev('n Cuba. and
then pret ..nd that t fll' reason why
t fley can rll>t negotiate with SWAPO
o r the ANC is because t hey a re so
called Communist o rganisations
2, ldonotbelieve t hilttheprese nt
Gow rn ment is leg it ima te in t he
sense that it is based on t he consen
sus of the maj ori ty 01the peop le 01
South Africa. Th is statement is
borne o ut hy the lad of politica l
rights for the majcntv 01Sout h Afri"
ca ns a s wf'1 1as the need lor a State
of Eme rgency, refle<:ting the un
popu larity o f the prc'Sen t gover n·
ment.
3, I believethat bo th South Africa
a nd Namib.a a re involved in civil
wars: no fore ign troops have so't
loo t on South African or Namibian
so il. I further believe that SWAPO
and the ANC have substantial sup
port frg m within th eir respective

cou ntr ies. as well as long histories
of a ttempting to senlethe conf licts
peilct'fully _
4, I a m df'linl t.. ly not go ing to risk
my life in a war that is both un just
and tuttle, whil,t pol itic ia ns try to
convince us that we a re _supp<>w d ly
fi!,:htin !,: for the pro tection of non
existent "civilised" and democra·
t ic" values. I do not believe that
th is government knows what IS best
for meor for Sou th Afrtca. an d they
should , to p using pseudo-patriotic
argu ments to mislead and black 
mail peop le into protecting th e
selfish interests of the Niltional
Party.
5. The 5ADf is playing a destabi lis·
ing ro ll' outside Sooth Africa t rtrough
its actions on the nefghbourln g
states. as we ll as inside Sooth Africa
throu gh . amongst o the r t hings.
harassment 01 democratic orgarnsa 
nons and thed~loymt"ntof troops
in townsh ips
6. The occupation of Namib ia by
the SADF i~ illegal. In 1950. 1955,
1956 and in 1971 , the Internat iona '
Cou rt of justicehetdthet the United
Netrons bad succeeded to the super
vi~o ry powe rs "I the leilgue of
Niltions. In 1971 the Court field that
the United Nation s hild Jawfully re
voked South Africa's mandilte for
So uth West Africa and th at th.. con
tinued presence of South AfriCil
was. and therefore is, illegal
7 , The South Africa" government
ha s committed itsel f to the ir nple
mentilt ion of Resolution 435 in Na
mibia whicil impl i.-s. inler alia, the
hold ing of Iree an d fai r elet1io rls in
thai country, We can then safely
presume that SWAPO will p laya
major pa rt irl these ele<:tions and
that they , ta nd a good c hance of
winning the m, If the Governm...nt
has already committed itself to a
p rocess that could potent ia lly or is
even like ly to lea d to a po liucal vic
tory lor SWAPO in Nam ibia, then I
wo u ld like to know why we st ill
have to battle with that organisa
t ion , The death of every sin!:le per
son in that wa r hilS become totally
sensele~s and unnecessa ry,
8 ACuban withdrawal from Angola
is not go lnX to prevent a political
victory for SWAPO in Na mibiil
Therelore, South Africa's actions in
Anllola. at the llreal cost of huma n
lives. did not even make 5tr.ltegic
sense

9 , I am not . in prim:ip l.., opposed
to the SADF, I thi nk from a soldier's
ocrsoeenve. it is a f ine an d we ll·
trained fo rce w,tfl a proud hrstorv
in hoth the First and Second World
Wa " _But it hilS beco me an instru 
ment o f d" l i h"fa t~' and large-scale
r('pres, io n. serv ing nil" nWpol itica I
ends in the nam.. ofdemonacy and
fra'tlom . t and many o th" r young
Soulh Airicam, dre not prepared to
sa cnfice our lives on the defence of
tyranny _

Finally. I think my reasons for
riski ng a ja;l-sentence hilvelx>conw
obvious

On 2 March 1915, General Hert
zog was asked in Pa rliament why
he nevpr spo ke out .t!:i1insl the Boer
Gen eral who in 1914 refused to be
conscr ipted into the Union Army in
o rd...- to inya dt" tht" thl'n Cerman
South Wl'St Alrica Hansilrd ,urn,
up his rf'J'ly a, f,)llow;;

"Either he (He rt zo g) must say
what they (the government) wanted
h ,m 10 say. or he ruus t speak his
mind openly to the public. If he
had >po kerl openly, he and many
o thers wou ld have been in jilil :
where many oth"" MP i1t pr.......'I1t.
If he had said what Ihe Minister of
Defence wanted him to , ay an d
what p leased h,m. h.. would have
become a political prosntu te. What
wo uld the Minist e r have though tl
for much 11.';; th an he would have
;pokt'n. people havf' been impri
soned, He had bI"mgiv('rl thechoic('
between prison on the one side.
and polit ical prost itution on the
other,"

I a m not a political pl1!51ilu le .
And I hilve given to vou today my
convictions and bel iefs as honestly
as I ca n, It wa' Al bert Camus who
sdid "that in every act of rebellion .
the man conc('rnc'tl experiences n01
only a feeling of ,('vul"o n at the
mfringement 01 his righ ts, but a lso
a complete and spontaneous loyalty
to ce rta in aspects 01 himself . Th us .
he implicitly brin ~s into playa stan
da rd of values so far fro m be ing
false . that he is w i ll i n ~ to preserve
them <It all co sts" (Camus; Tht"
Rebel : 19).

If tru th then. as N P van Wyk
Lo uw has suggested, is only laid
bare in struggle: jf go ing to prison
in ord"r to re majn t rue to onesel f is
part o f this slfU l!.I!.le, th.,.-, . so be it .
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