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THI hi'lol)' of di, co",,,,, "huut t,ut h
and i, j';f iu! in Soulh ,\ f,ic" b m,,, k<'(1
hI' " II th l' inherent "mb,valpnc....
iln u <lmbi!:u "i, ,,, eh,Har tt,,, , t ,,, ot
Ih" Io I><' ,al t,,,d ,t lon mom colo n,a l
and po,tcoloniJ.1SUCi'1Y. 1o h" I(''1
w,th 'I W,,, Vl"y much tl", , tmy o f
" lJ rm ,h Il' ., tic ,,·' impo,l'(j by tIll'
n"..... co lo nial I)o w" r imm th" n,.
I:mn inl; o f Ih" 14th century on th ,·
" ' ''l ing ,acial vtatuv hi..'a'chi", of
colorual >oci" l\" and villnfOu,l~

1''' ,t",tcod by th.. tr..H~ IN UHnmun
ill' as intolerable "lIl'Iykstl'l linl: '" (Of

I" VI'IIin!:). QUIl'" ,(~)n . thoul( h. t,ulh
and JU ' I"'" w"", umSl,t 'mtly <'S
poused by IOGI I A["kan,', otl in"I"
th .. Viln Ryo""e lds . T' ut"" and
Slud "'n,lfilm, , whow pofincal
think ing cam" to 1><. 'l,onl;ly' in
tlvenced hI' " '\t'm in,,1 wi" oi law
id,,, ,I,, !:\-' . l " t us I'x, k .,t om' su<·h
amhi!: uou, mon,.,nl a,s<>ci<ltl'd with
th.. li" t "nlry uf tht' 11<'W and mUrt'
vill""'U, nJltl\h 1" l(aI IOadlmt' and
I h" "tm" g,'nn' of a di,t inct iw p ub
lic di,co"".. about I" ,t,n' and t'u th
m South AtriCil On 1'J lanuary 181S
the OIow C",m Huu,," in C' IWTown ,
whic h had b<.'<:om" n~"'''''dty wh..n
th .. procPftling, of lilt' CUUlt ......." .
op,' m'd to , h" p uh lic in 181 4, W.I'
in"u~",at,od with .tIl .,d d ,p~~ by tht,
C hief I U ~II U", 1hh w", loh"nn(',
And ,il" 1m"", ~Ol ,n to becom .. th,'
firsl South Ai,i';an to ,p<:eive a Bril
bh kn'l(hlhoo d ,IS Si, lo hn Trul"r,
and he chow a, 1",1 fo r hi, "dol,,,,,
a ,ayml: t",m Crcero :"£\'(', vrh 'ng 15
orecencus the moment IV" [mc'
." ghl <)1 /l"IOC (,"

In hi, hoo k /IJ."' ''" ,n 50tJlh AilIC.:l,
Alhi,· 5itl;:h, twot"" i rom thi, ii",'
I'" " al:" , hut .11", ,..mind, u, that
t h, ' Ill",,,, Cuu,l Huu ,,' had h",'n
.. rected in th ,' vard of til.. i",n""
Gov~~nnwnt Slavc' Lodge and that

~ Trut", him",l f had !-x~'n under it

clo ud fOI h" part on luolinl: the

I Tft'a, u"" .1, th,' Bnnsb troop, ap·
preached Capt' Tow n m lf10b (PI' .

l 11, 14) More ",' iouIIV, Ill' I:Ot', oni to ana ly,,, Ih" politic,,1 ,ill nificanc"
... o f th,' ·'t'"I,'rn"llu~I ''' '' s< >a,,,>ciated

with t h" ad minimation of iu,ticl'
it , d ha~it: in'l,unwnt o f rul .. . Thp
o('lI ,'iI"CI ot tl... Ch" rt" " o f IU'1ict'
"n <l th .. accumpan,'io!: nll',"ur.."
which", apl'" Ihod many of tt", Af,,
k.l n('f co lo ni' t , ,', mlo le',lol ,' " I: ' L
Iyk,wl ling". w,~,' much m",,' ambr
val" nl rn Sach,' ~ account In ~ho'l.

the discourse a bout rosuce served
l<t 1,* ,t imat P a parw:ul.1r w~t,.m ot
domina tion I don"' know wh,,'h,',
or not yo ", will 1)(" lH'rsua d,od of thp
t,ulh oi thi ,d"im, hut I , ho uld wll



you that Ih i~ work, lustiCe in 50uth
"'Irrc~, I~ .I banned pub!iut ion, In
Iace. il is .I bae ned p ub llU l lOn
I...see <""-"'", onc~ bot d<><:n>e o f the
Publoc ollions Beard and dlso bot the
DeparlrT"lE'f11 of jcst.ce ~Ince Alb,e
Sac~ _ who had 1....-ce btoen de
t",......:1 ie. Il"tlgthy pl."iods befe.e
he w..nt .nto ....i l~. dnd whow Idil
Di.., y i~ 0 .... 01 the ffiQSI moving
"od humane document \ of receet
So ulh Africa n po lit ic,, 1h i~OfY _ is
a .'lisled pef!;on" , It i~ ;II \.(, releva m
to add that. mo re rlK("f1 tly. Sachs
has mad.. an Importanl co ntfibu 
t ion fO 1m- d ebate. so d..a' to the
libt.-r,lI trad it i<Jn, about the n..ro lor
a BIll 01 R ight~ by a,gu ing that th l ~

IS ....holly compal ible with the aims
a nd ~,".it 01 the frf.'O.'dom Chart""'.
f ina lly. you should 1<....- lha t th is
~arrK' Alt>;,. 5.lchs e..,her th i~ yea,
"'a s thf! victi m of • c..,.·born b in
Maputo : \IOU will 1'10doubt VIvidly
recen that horri lic flOot·PilIt" pic
tU'I" showing him Cfdwling away
from his c er after his 'lfm had beoen
blown o ff in the e xplosion . We are
tal kmg o f just ice and I,uth in South
Af,ica,

lei us ' dtht'!" retuen. h o m this all
too ba'ha,ic and d ist u,bmll. presffil.
to t h~' comforting d istance of 19l:h
lJl!'Olury poIilio when the diKOU''''
of t. uth and just ice «>uk! S! IIl be
mor~au ured even in the COf'l te'W.t of
h oot ,,,, wa rs. Moor~ Ihan a r woee
..I.... ' I witS And, ,,~s Slockenstr6m.
the most significant and COf'II'OIIer
sia l Co lonia l pol itica l figu~ 01 the
firsl haU o j tbe 19th century. who
mad!." ju " in ' and t rut h his""'" poli·
neal creed. Cmghl up in th~ vio
le nl and part isan co nflic ts wh ich
brought front i"" pol itics ,..pt'atedl y
inlO 0l",n wa'. StockM st,6 m fer
v('nl ly bt:-l ieved I hill h IS politic al
conduct could be guided by u ni
" ...sal p rr nclples: HI have the ceose
o f tluth to serve; I ilm 10 ca ll 'mur
der. mu,do,>(, aod ·plunder. pl....
dt'r'. whalt>'Ver be t he roIOUf of t h~

P ('f'JW'l, a1....~ ~k in. -

Hert' wl' mil\' su~ly hear tbe
aurh....uc voice o f the Univl'f'Sill i~1

ilod humanist commltm....t wh.ch
h il ~ conneoed to I nsP;f~ the best
part of I~ 'moral tradil ion ' in o ur
Ii txo' ill J)(,l ihc~ . and w hich ~Ii ll find
t hl' irco nlt>mporary ,..prl'st'nl at ives
in suc h e~emplil'y IIj;\u,~ oD Helen
Sulman 0 ' Ofg,anisat ions such as
the Blac. k Sash.

Bu! it hds tobeadded Ihdt Siock
t'nstrom·~ ac tU<l l liberill pol ItiCS was
.. muc h mor~ amb<guou~ matter ,
Hl' d id flO!:. and could not. fac~ up

to the lull soc ial. cultural and pon
t iu l implica t ;otls 01 t' uth end jus
t in ' in a post-eolonia' soc icty. Thai
was the n)ck on which Hoernle's
lIberal sp,rit would also come to
fourn:l.... at the Omt"l o f frlOlk'fn
South Alf ica.

In his South "'nlC,'" Ndl 'v t' Policy
and lnt' l ibefdl Spm l HI....nlf. at
le<11plt'll to ft"think t he theort'tica l
foundations o f hbe..a! politlo in Iht'
specIfIC cond It ions of Sou th Africa
wilh a vit'W to find inj;\ a bas i ~ fo r its
"possibilit ies"

In th .. event . Hoernle was nol
a ble 10 follow tr....ugh o n hrs rad i
ca t cnl iqut' 01the postcolomal ~ys ·

tNfl o fdomlfldtion. oor to d'ilw the
lu ll Coost'quences o f hISQUI"lot '<)I\
ing o l the mora l a nd pollt lCdl~
o f a I,beral ideology '" the eceteo
o f (onQuest ilnd incorporat IOn. Hilld
hedon~so . he miJ\lwefl hd..... lound
r ~alOfl to link up with, a nd to carry
forward . the l'art ier d iscourw of jus·
nee and I,uth. We a't' tho> poorer
for his Iadu re io whal ,,,millftS a
de, pl" al"l y needed p,o il'C!'

Let us. in conc lusion. fake a ha rd
loo k at what I have ca111"1:1 the c risis
of con f idenc~ in the "moral" trad i
l ion of li beral pohlio III Sou th Af·
rica. .I llene... li\.ed I... boll 01 mora l
will thil t has lIliIdl- u ....creasingly
d llflcult for us to l"\Ien tdlk about
l ruth And jU\l ice In South Af. 1Ca at
" II. Tl\at criSIS o f c""f,do>nce hoIs
b........ a long t im{'co m.0lt. and I will
not d etaio VOU ", ith Its va, ious ,ea ·
sons and CAuses which a,e manv
a nd fam Iliar. Suf/ ict' 10 \ilY thdl llS
s ign, are all arcced us. As I(OOd an
t'~amp l .. as any may be folJnd in
whilt is current ly no doubl tile most
in f lue nl iill and in ci sive political
co mmt'f1 l i1 rv to appeee in our lih<c
' ill press. thai by Ken o--n In lucid
ilnd enlt'rtal mng P'os<> MJ Owen
has sust,II ned iI powlo'ful Ii ......a l
cnt iq u~ 01 the milny ('>.cesst"S and
m atlOna!it l{'S o f a n inc ,,,,asingly
author ,tar ia n ~ernrrwot . In \Ian
Zyl Slabbe'f't ·s words. Hl' is "t he
most t' loqut' nl ( nglish-Idogualle
Prt'Ss chronicler of thl" SlISlilloro
a nd massiv~ ""'aull o f thow whoo
govl"l'1l o n whilt has ,ema lned o f
tbe ~al u t'S and ioS! ;l ul ion s wh ICh
could make lJP illitx-'a ldomoc racv
in South Africa" ( l ~ild ...sh lp. 1988.
Vol . 7/ 3. p .20). A worlhy rl!p'l'Sen
tal iV('. th..n, 01 Ihe t rad ' tionil l d is
COU'Se ilOOut just ict' ilnd t ruth' That
would ht' iI serious m.~und~tilnd

109. Th", domina nt to ne of Mr
Ow",n·s coruscat ing wII and o j his
d"",a\ latlng pol emiCA l shafts is nor.

Let us take a hard
look at the crisis of
confidence in .._
liberal politics in
South Africa, a
generalised failing 01
morel will that has
made it increasingly
difficult lor us to even
talk about truth and
justice in South
Africa at all.

t ....t of serIOUS mordt commitment
but of a eomprl'l>ensiv",(yn i",1d IS·
ill usion HIS ISnot ildlSCOUfWabout
truth and tust ict' . It would noI be
u nla.. to say Ihilt Mr Owen will not
1('\ a ny ovemding conn -rn lo r
nua nced and u ncomlo' labl.. tru th
spoil a K'IOd po l{'ffil cal sa lly And
whe n Humiln Rights spo ke smen
and m hefS mount a Cil mpilign
allain~1 th.. esecutsono f tht' "Sftarpf'
ville 51"... Clwt'!n will typically ,a jse
qUl'Sl ions about lhe ult...,... mot NeS
o f ilny such mora l cr..-fe, ;ffi ist
thill t""i••ecneve or out m uS!
b ilS.",fly b.. a PQl,t 'CdI dl"cision,
ilrId argUt' that the t-I ground fe.
c lf.mo.ney is t ill' cy n.tal one thilt 11
is flO!: io the Il(lVeI'Onl('O'lt"s inl...est
to crNte politlul marty", (Cape
Trmlos. 4(7186 ), Thi~ is a lon g way
;od...."1:1 ffom a stand SI mply 00 the
gro unds 01 justice and I'u,h

Th.. sam.. d istrust of moral d is·
cou.... bas b..come iI p""vasivt' tea
lu re of many acadt'mics ill our Ii~

",'a l uo iversities ilS wcl l. Tn",", are
miln~ '''iI'iOn~ for th IS ' lhe in fl Ul'Ocl"
o f the posiliv ist idl'al '" the socia l
SClt'nces. the spr..ad 01 the techno
c rat 'c 'rthos. the many hiS!Oficil l
dt'fNts of Ir bt'ra lism in Soo..oth "mea.
a nd so on. AI presem til..... IS cer
t a inl~ no lack of aceoem« involve
rT"IE'f1l in th~ st udv o f local SOCIa l
a nd pohuca l d"",,,,lopml'ots. ilnd
acilderniu conmbute In a va,i{'(y
o f ways to tt". making of pu blic
po licy as wl'l l a, to dev l ~ inlJ, strete 
ll;('S of o pposition . Out they illso
t ilk(' iocreas ing pains nOI to do so
o n any e>.p licit m(>rill basis, Con ·
s idto' a ' eprt"SeOtaliW' ""amplt' '" a
","C('OI publ icill l"" by <......o f Sooth
Alnca·s most 1T'lpe'CtO'd~laJ scier>
t lSIS. wilh iI d 'st iolluisnt'll c a' eoer '"
liberal circles. 11'I()S1'l"£enlly as Pre-



sident of the tnstitu te of Race Rela
t ions: Lawrence Schlemmer. Pro
fessor Schlemmer has recent ly as
sumed the pos itio n of Directo r of
the important new Centre lor Policy
Studies at Ow Uni".. "i tyof the Wit
wa ters rand. which has just pub
lished, a lmost as a manifesto, a
papN called "Bcvond Protest.
Thoughts on Change Strategies in
South Africa '", As we are wont to
expect from hi m, Schlemm er"s
pap<!< givC$ much sober food for
thoullht. Prec isely for that reason ,
we shuuld take qu lte seriously what
he has to say about mura ldiscourse
i1nd puhlic poli<.y ForSchlemmer's
position parler amounts to an O UI

right rejection of thedilf....ent varie
t iesof what h(, ca lls the "moralists".
Apart from revolcncnarv confron
tation, Schlemmer d ist inguishes
three main forms 01commItted and
suslained opposit ion to the racia l
order in South Africa These are
(1) protest and the express ion of
moral outrage; (2) strategies of prag
matic mora l pressures; and (3) stra
tegic an a lysis (p.l). Like peter
Berg...- and Bobby Godsell in their
new IxKlk, A Fuwre South Africa '
Visions, Strategies and ReaJities,
Schlemmer is primar il y concerned
with arguing for the need for stratc
gic ana lysis, and warns against the
dang"" and confusions inherent in
either ve rsron of the "moralist "
approach . Schlemmer is prepared
to grant that t he mo ral pressure ap
proach "may have some strategi c

Moral outrage
and protest is ...
a rna/or source
for the social
and political
processes
which give rise
to and sustain
resistance
against the
injustice of the
apartheid order.
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ability if il is used wit h careful dis
c ipline" (3) , However for (1), the
expression 01 mora l outrage and
protest. he has no usc whatsoever.
The mora lprotest position. he says,
"need not necessari ly imp ly con 
crete obiecttves since a morill pos
ture is often its own reward " (p. 1).
To Schlemmer morill prot"SI and
outrage is no mo re t han a quest ion
of "achieving immediilte l'fT1ol ional
release", of futile "l'fTIOtionalcarhar
sis"' (p.2). Sch lemmel loo ks to a
form of stra tegic analysis apparent
ly purged irum all moral connota
tions whatsoever This position is
"based on carefu l ilnalysis and the
assessment of strategic opportun 
rues" (p.2l; it is concerned wit h
ident ifying o ngoi ng " process..s
whi ch ta ke chilnges and reforms
beyo nd the Iimils intended by deci
s ion-m~ kcrs" (p,b); it recognises the
essential "inte r",sts" of the part ies
concernf'<!, dist inguishing between
"core" and "marginill"' interests; it
seeks to devise mechanisms which
can "seduce" Of "rewardvreacnon
a ry po litical groupings into accept
ing reform and change, If there is
ilny mura l component to the stre
te!'lic task of "facil itating" tf>e slow
and pa inful process of change, then
it is resolute ly suppressed. In this
perspacnve the phenomenon of
moral outrage appears simply a' a
lamentably dysfunctional and irra
tiona l factor

Perhilps, if we are still even rest
dUillly concerned wilh truth and
justice in South Africa, we need to
take the social s ignificance and
pol itical functions of "moral out
rag(''' rathe r more senouslv. Schlem
mer is right that, both internally
and internationa ll y, moral out rage
is a miljor component of the com
milled and sustained opposit ion to
the apartheid ord er. But it would
be wrong to dismiss that simply as
moral post urlng, or as irrat ional
emotional gtat lficanon. Part of the
problem is that we tend to thin k of
mora l protest in terms of actual
organised demonstra tions or peti
t ions. typically by students Uf other
marginal grouping, . But this is to
look at o;omf'of the attendant symp
toms. not at the underlying so c ia l
forces and exper iences. In it, most
basic forms the experience of mora l
outrage and protest which sustains
opposit ion to apartheid is tn b..
found at qu ite a different lwe i, It is
to be found in the struggles through
which m,&rant labourers and the ir
fam ilies rdused to reruam separated

by the JlaS~ laws and iniluxcontrol ;
it is to he found in the exper ience
of whole communities uprooted b~'

the Group A' eas Act which has
mild", District Six into such a sedr
ing public symbol ; it is to be found
in th", indomilable resistance of tra
ditional rural communities like I(Wil
nccma or Magopa to their forced
removal as "black soots": it is to be
found in the will of squatt ing com
munities such as Crossroads and
KTC not to be moved, com ing back
again and again atter thei r shacks
had been destroyed o rrazed; it is to
be found in the traumati c expe
riences of indtvid uels and fam il ies
who fel lvictim to the Race Classili
cation and Immorality Acts; it is to
be found in the moral courage
which enables a soli tary Black Sash
member to stand in silent protest in
the midst of uncaring subur ban
bust le; it is to be found in that
w t uch brmgs vocng white conscripts
to declare in public t hat Ih.'Y can
not fight an unjust war or go with
the troops into the townships, even
if this would cost them six years of
the ir li ves I could go on, but the
point should be clear. Moral out
rage and protest is not an irrational
encumbrance to strategie<; for
change: it is a ma jor so urce for the
socia land politica l processes which
g ive rise to and sustain resis tance
agilinst the in justice of the apart
heid orde r,

What might be concluded from
this for our tupi c of truth and jus
t ice In South Airicil? At least t his; if
the liheral tradnion of d iscourse
abou t truth and justice has proved
highly ambiguous and more often
than not abortive. men the strug
Il les of our recent history have cer
:ili nly established a popula r and
effecti ve R'n,e 01 injustice From
t his, there cannot be any going
back, but it also does not ensure
the achrevemenr of truth i1 nd jus
t ice.

But if our li ;x,ral tradit ion of dls .
course ab out tru th and justice can
find appropriate ways of re lat ing to
the current histor ical exper ience of
injusti ' :e, it may yet be able to con
tribut.. to the Hberanng rather t han
repressive components of that pop
ular moral nutrage. Todo th at ir will
have to come to terms with its own
ideological functions and histor ica l
failures. Perhaps Wt' may yet lea rn
how we might else be empowered
by the inte llectua l and pol it ical
trad itions that have too often im
prisoned us in the past.


