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WHAT Dakar me~nl to me
perKln~ lIy ~nd whether
the whole experience

lived u p to my expectanons, are
q uest io ns that can only be answe r­
ed by looking at the re~ K1ns why I
agreed in the f i~t place to go on
th is Irip.

II is lOrTletimes difficu lt to ~rw lyse

o ne's own motives fo r coming to
an importa nt decisio n, but in the
cne of the Dak~ r meeting with the
ANC Ihe re is ~b!.olute clil rity in my
own mind as to wh y I accepted
IDASA's invit~tion. I did it fOf three
reasons:
1. As ~ ' symbolic act of protest

~g~inu the So u th Afri u n
gO\tern~nl's unwillingneii to
sit down al thenegoti.l tion uble
with a pofi tic.llmoW'men t th~t is
su pported by the rrwjority of the
pofi tia tly ~w~re blKI<s in Sou th
M riu. I KCe pted it could noI
be more tN n a symbofic Kl , be­
cause the group tNt wenl to
D~kar ~e no pretence of
being powerbroken Of Nving ~

rrwndate of ~ny son.
2. At ~ previous meeting wilh the

ANC in l uwk. I had the oppor­
tu nity 10 spe~k to members of
lhe ANC's N~t ion.ll h ecut ive
o n rrw lle~ pert~inj n g to lhe
sillHlltion in the field of t'duu­
tion. I wanted to renew those
COrlUets and to move more
specifically into the fie ld of

'Within my
lifetime
there has
never been
a symbolic
act that f
can recalf
that has
made such
an impact
and has
driven
home the
message it
wished to
convey as
Dakar. •

Dakar: Symbolic Act
and Pro. est

politics . because the y and those
of us who were ~ t Lusaka knew
t h~ t the serious si tu.a tion o f
e dIKatio n has ih boIsic roots in
South Mrican pol itics.

3. Third ly, a nd just as importantly.
I wanted to see ~ part of Afric;l
Ihal I would haW' never been
~ble to see unleil. drn tic
chol nges a~ ~bout in South
Africa .
My re~§.OrlS ~ 1'iO reflect the ex­

pe«atiorK that I had and, loday, I
can su te in ~ II honesty lhat D~kar,

n Iar n I ~m concerne-d, wcceed­
ed beyond e xpectaliom.
1. Within my life time there has

never been a symbolic Kl tholt I
ca n realiithat has rnadeweh ~n

impact ~nd has driven home the
rnoeswge it wished 10 conW'y n
D~k~r. Despite the e ffons of the
Naliona liS( preiS (a nd some
OIhers too) 10 ridicu le aod be­
little Dak~ r the debate on the
necessity of t~l ks and negoti.l­
tions with the ANC beume the
mosI talked about thing in
Sout h Alria. W_ks of hysterical
reaction put paid to the idea
thol t Dakar wasan empy gesture.

As ~ symbolic act o f protest it
succeeded beyond eKpecl.llions.

2. The in-de pth l~rks with the ANC
delegates at the confere nce and
in prtvare co nve rw tio ns created
a more profound unde rstanding
o f the issues ~1 stake in South
Mric~ . It c le~ r1 y showed how ~ II

the sp he res of life , poli tics.
economics, educ~tion . culture,
e lc. ha ng together in sIKh a way
Ih~t Ihe re is no easy way OUI 0/
our d ilemrrw. Not 10 lalk and
not to negotiate o n these
mailers with the ANC as fe llow
South Afria m is in a sense an
e asy way out , but su rely also a
recipe fOf u llirrwle diwster.

3. I w~nted 10 see West Africa and
Wholl an e Kpel'ien« lha t wast
Africa opened ilS .Ir"" in .ln un­
believable way to us, Soulh
Afrom who were willing no!
only to tOI~ lIy reject .Ipartheid
(that is no longer '10 d ifficull
lhese d.1ys, in theory .It le.luJ ,
bUI ~Iso 10 Opl fOf a non·raocwl
democn C)' in .I unit.lry Soulh
Afric.l. Alric.l needs us .Ind
wants to _kome us back in lhe
fold where _ rightly belong_
We need Alric• . Whal are _
missing by being so stu pidly
obstreperous! Pe rhaps this is
still D.lhr 's grea test 1"'iOn.

'rol l.).f . Our.lnd,
Vic....Recto •• u w e.
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