
Island of pain,
Former prisoners were among pa rticipants in a rece nt symposium on the future

of Robben Island. Held on the island a few days after Nelso n Mandela 's

inauguration. the mood of the symposium was unashamed ly

emot ional. the theme one of transformation,

SUE VALENTINE reports.

SANCT\IAJlY: o.oI9nO'd by H...t>en B.o......... b<.Ut In 1895. lhl. d>_h.......t tIM"per c_~ on tho
IoIMd " " 1111911

UW f. 00 not Want • ,hrl,,~ <re<Wd to ,h~ 1"'" which
romrnt."m(}f..... only th .. 'II,tfffin~ and mJ>rJY of
prJ"", Illt: Wi' want a m~mo",,1 whl<h c.l..b,at'"
lh. lIimnph of I~ hun.." 'PIn! over.injU5t~·

A,"tonling to St..nenbos<h poIlli<'.1 ",.....,Ii,!
Ama nda (''''"''~, 'Ill, 10 th.. Viewof many lotm.. Ro/Jb<on Nand
prt"",.,., on what <houJd become of lh. 1,1.>00 and ," "o'ono",
pnson.

It wa, .100 til<: prrtalling "" ", ,,,,,,,1of • ')7l11~om ...lIed "!lobI"",
l>land: An 'nve>lmenl rtll ""~. o ' !l"nhro by~. Vi. lon> and held
on R_II [,land In mkl.May. The .Im 01 t il<' '}mp'",um w ", '"

expl<J", Iutu'" o pllon' fur II\e bl. nd, the mood. a low doll" oUt",
NO'I>on MarnJ.e1>', inauguration. "'os un..hamedly ""U>lIoo;>),

AKhbj'hup D.,mend Tutu o[lf1l''<I the pro:;et'diOK> with a tribu,~ '"
the change UllJnB pia", In lhe rootnt", "The", " a ba",lo"natlun - a
tran<llgurauOfl. How ob< 00.. one exp1>ln 'he <hange in """"I.
wh.", htf<n they would " ..~. Ih<1' rlID 01 ;on army hebrnph... DyIng
""",bead . 0<1 now Ih'1' chtt' to tht rafl.~ <>I weep 11M- <,h ll"""' ?
So:~hlng ba. happened to ..... w .look at the """.Ibing, but I"
reality ha> chanll'-'d. If> significance ha. chanll'-'d. "

Th. Ib""", of ,,",, <fo rmat i,,,, """""tedlhroughout lhe day . Th....
w... "rong "'ared h'~ling armmg 5jfTIIpo>Ium partidpantllhal
altbough th. bl.ak, punlll"" rundilion' of II>to l<land p1I<Ot\ ,hllUld
"'" be foIg"'..... II .hould abo be"""~a, an ."...."'nn"'n' In
which bnpo', ""Ion and In,lghr had brtn nurtuA'd.

... fea>.lbiltty .rudy cond U'-1ed u n bdtalr .,.. IT""" Vislon. by Gou...
"'owed much WmOlOn ground o n tho 1,land'. Iuru... amu<lg tl><
d iflto'l"f,l lot."'" group< <urveYft!, Thl"'le Ind l>d«l pulaKa! I"n~.
n<>n.gownun.n'a! urganlsatlon. INGOsl. bu,in.., In"....." you tb
group<, 1M cape """'Ind.al AdOltni",.rlon (CPA). rl>< <hurch and
fotTt>l"f [YJlitlral prt",n"""

Must [JUhtlt'al partie. agr.....J that It,~ StXlo--poll'lrall,,"u.y of the
l>l.nd >huuId bo fJf1""I'1'-ed and that II <ItouId t>oco"", • rnU>o:Um and
oon r.".."na venti<'. n", me .... the """"" a' .... imp""''''t ~"""'I
d IM mu"""m .tld Ih. PAC ",ppott<d limited "JUri"" on the I1LlnJ
'" a "",a", of .a i, It'S fund>. Tit< rAC .1", ",.medll>< InrematlonaJ
tunttnunlty I!wul~ and said Ih. I,land 'hOl ,1d cunl,lhul< 10 p,,,,,,.
edU'--aUOfI fur Ihe entl'" human ro,:..,n", eon.......tive Pa"Y wanted
Ihe I,land It, ..main ..al. J"fC'P'I'IY, to ......... a.. mdltary bio", and
rontln"" '" a p,bon,

Fotmef p.lloner; urull1lmou,ly "'PI"'"t'd 'ho: fJl'""'IVa1ion of lhe
l>land'. history. 11>'1'.........fIed lhat thl. <ItouIJ include 1M 1,land',
long-t<"!1t1 hl<lOry and n(~ lu,r II. ,,,. a. a I"dihca! ptI!<ln ';T1I-" the
1%0<. They also .po ke 0" Ih. l""i'lw it'.unl"ll ex"",ience they had
had a, prl!Ofl"" and "'.ntOO 1he educatlo n.1 ",I. of lhe l<land 10

conh n....
Tlw CPA and do-fJdrtm""l 01 N.m", C" " """,. tlOn oullln<d a !oo,­

llet manal<"'ID"'" plan 1<>1 lhe IlJaOO « """ng the physl<'al
"""'ron mm r. rh. cuh ura i/h lsto<ie;tl l<:g>oty, marl"" um"""a1lo<t . nd
rourl.m ,



isla nd
Of hope

ON n<E Io.t.T:

""-~104"""...... _.......­Cent....._10.... ...- .....- ...­W oIl ... YwIu.

HE..o\l) TO HtAoOo
c.bIne, mini" ••

~1Id«" """"I ,h.u
to Colonel H " G de

_ . OIfIce'
C_dl"9

1l0bbt0n 1,1_...-
1>npM ..................p'" Gouvn UJUbIrtol;ft~ 10

.......... prbRI and ""'" <JlIIo:Wl, """' -.. 011 __ bland on
h<Joo thry .... lht bliold"~1\1,,,,,,_

SGOI comulHd~ .,.,.. Ibo I>Wnd "'ould bo: wrd "".""­_*'Ei""'U'fltn',MtnIy and~ TlJO'A.Il"Un C<lmmunIftt~
~~ ........~ """*IlJo buoIt_lhrlolondb
......Mld_~

lbr An«Il<an Ch\Irrll. lho ortJr "'4_,... onlb< I'1ondbrIidoo lilt
... ... . ....~.,dr>~Ibo~~ullht
1!lDod. ...~ tlrtlull¢lnll;. __b~__

""-nrly MId ldmUt\' wuId bo:~ Tho <nlCJ1lI '"~
sI""*l alto lJo ~1<tuolIwd _Iun AAun~. -d!rJC.. ...
"-.pt, thor-..nof ......

1be~~ luo HlsWfy and Cun- .. lhr UDIwnI'1' of lht
W,....,., c.pr f.o>uuml .., Inl<p.lfd~ ...........kJp•• ,,,
_ _ ~ ll'l'of Mil), and~ I""'JI'L T1loft
IhouId be • boWl<1' bt', " oomtl'\.~ {both~ MId «lllt>
8i<aI~ """"'" ond .....II,,,,....... I'<Jm>n pmorwn Iohoukl lit Ill""'
IpOCiol contkln.,.,., k>o lob> ,hot nuJl'n bo: auIed in tho p«Jal6.

"IIIJ'OUP' mmulf<'d -..."J'I'O'<"'l1O rommtfCw1l..t1<lfl of tho IlJ.uId,
~ lhty ...~ kmll<'d l<IUfI>m ltw would 001 <fuM!>,"" fCC>

k'llY.ond tll.o, W<lUId bt n1u<.Uo".d.od l>elp rn.... 'I><;.lar>d "'U'"lt>W.
~ln.<J!lt'fd 'Iw,1M way fono.rd w;o, lor • IWIIo<W WOI'I<l"ll

!I'OUP. IIfadN by 1'<'...... vw.",•.10 InllI. '. wi<leopr.i>d "",,,,,,It.,..., <In
the!ullln' " I th o lll .n.,!. •

'A jewel out of
ugliness'

THE .'....... lIlIb o il I'-n ' , ' . n d
_~_2U~lothrdn'

_ ~ Co.pr ..n_ _ rtLrk Bull

......- ...... Impmonmnd Ihorrr. It

.... tIw ,.,.. 11_ ... hod~ oID<lr

.97. _ dtk",,," IIofcon«l op<'lJbow>d
__ ... "" .._ il o"'~lik""''''lulit

IYd _ 1100 hifn.
"(;<Jmlnll: ton1 .. .-_ for _ "1lO'nI: a...,. m:.m tIoo

~nd DIY I_<_to _ , II Io ,IM''' of_n~

a..ay from yow fI1<'n<h, J->PW ..hom you.... com<' 10 ""~. <10

.....1Ift" ..hal l he~ Ih.oI .. _ dlllkull.. :'Oot only
• ... you lrav1n3 a bond 01 ,...,... for ..""", ,..,.. ha........-rl­
oprd~ and """" ....... a pmnd 01 II ...... bu1 you aft lIOln~
I<> an ..nttII.Iln wodd,

°A k>I 01 po<>plt ..110 I<1'Ilhe l.land ..ouId rw,~ ...,vh~ 1I
I "'" had twn upt ......., I lhink t>f ( ;rlfflU" tob m g< and a Iol
"I <>Ihn pt<>pk rrom Irw T..n.~ . nd all " ..... ...hne I"",",
_ ... ' h.... tyratlU ..1>o .... '" Iu" "'....y. .. l IMe prt>pI.cam. ""I
,or Ih. L'\lorn!, 10 .....awn.lI. Il>rm a " d 10 ""'J<co , .. t1' l hal IMy
dld ,, '1 Ila .... a n Inpul I" "",k• . I Ih ln k . 11 ,"It ....prct gun I"
Ih."" propl h n c" ..ld .." I ..... Ih. t~ l.b,all on, Ihal h a y.
lakm pl_ " Utr 1001 ,.... day>.

"111'" piecr <>f Lond on ..-hkh ...... ".ndl .... loday '" holy
Iond . II 11 a p Loc' 10 br ..........Ird. II II Ih. COiI I·r.... ... h k h
_.U 1M Ir......hkb _ all Ihr l.nd.n thr
b lood And aU Utr nirI 01 Ih. l-'Pir ..1>0 f1Bbting fur
f -:dom.. for all lhr thing> thai -... .-._ to iOIJJf ..._ ..,.

tbr /ubl1otiom ..-hlcb _ ..1Innord a _ doY' qo.
"hoplor ..- """ from aU _ tbr ........, )'OIlRf;

.. IS ..-I 16.__-tuna thrtr:ro.. l1try from all

...Ib of III. and I bis b abo Imponanl. II , only Ibr
Mandrl.al ...... Sioul 1hM you ....odabout -... .......

"1Ira_ of aU lhingIthao twA.. , ibr-. h '"
an uPC''''.' _ otpYb. dnpIr Ihr &ad_
no~. you do _ IImr om.. I"JOI aft iI1 pobaol brt..­
pobaol b .....IiIi.., _It It._0I t!mr.

""'"bat _ ....d" It lft1Iy _ It to ...y _...,...,

........ to -...... "'*' npc... ," Inlo~ pooi-
b~ n........-'-Y _ ...-II, _b 00pr. tIuuu:PI advro'­
...,. _ ~~_ W • ..., IJ')1nllo ..... for -I<'wd _, of

tbr ""'...... of tIoo V!JuIion.
" E~ ".ftl'"__~ -.. for

,1m p>Wtt..- Qdr of ' binp. Sol all -.. bad. W. <It>-
............. ..-1.., did 1I>ry. l/wl "'"" 1'wd a hu.....nll' .Ih<! __
.......... __. h unwnlly_

-_ I"""J'k _Id OIl' "* In try\<>ll1O . "'nll" Ihr Irna,.
of IIoI>bm loland Ie """""d ""I br Ihr Yk1tm< .. I><> tM.r 'hr bU­
\wUv• • t agrrr wllh Ihi>. bool ..IIh • Ittl qualllk"Ik>n: In Ihr
pro<.... 01 trying to hral and ' rylnl to ......,...1 bo h.>....
I" h.V.d . .....oo UU"Inl _W. al1" h.o.... to oJ I III I""->plc' -
......n 11>01< ..-I\.om _ brllrw ....... In I'" ..-n~'R ~ ..nil " kind
or tIoun~, . · •
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