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More than a female complaint
By NDUMIGW~Yl

The co~c~pt "I gender h~~

often <T<'alt'd m",h confu
. ion 'mung ",,,me" and

tho> rublic in g,,,,,,,a). Bul wlwn'
do !III'Ji>I" rtin" . Ii<' in whl has
ba't:>ml' !.Down., the 'gender \IS

~'(lm",,' .1"""1,,1
It IS perhap" i"'purta"1. fir>tly.

to mention that t li "", is nu <un

""pl like KMldn '" Alneo" Ian·
guag...... Hene.. ',.,..' and 'g""d.,- '
ba'iiully I"w. 1M "line "'o''''ing
ljuot lih> th<- the ",!.otiv. f'I'I".m"", he/,h"l,
Thi. in;tidl rontusion :rurfa..'t'd in .1;"u",i"""
within our Gendor Fur". Group in th
Bord.. "'Sinn. and I"wlling tli" ploying field
"'... th..",ro"' . l<>giral '1'1' tu bring ""ery
olM' on booni and to ",,,,Ii. Cummon under
~ng

A. an ad",,,,,t. uf human rights ruT all. 1
"'S"N worn.,. ', rights as <Tucialtu • .1""",_
eratic futu"" It should bt- the te'lp<m~ibility

uf . lI South Af,ica"". me" and w"men, to
ml""" CUm'lll iroNI.ne.... of pI.'w"" in Ihi>
. re•. Thi, und.-n;tand ing sugg....". gemkr
•~h to add""",ng (lUt f;(l(ietll mlSCl)n
. tru<19. Gender i' a n integral pari of all
IOfII\$ <>f power.

Wilile w"men ,,10 need 10 a,J ,J ...". is""",
ofIK1ing Ih"," a. a t>;olngtCal and lOCi<>-polil
ical grooping, Ih~ lend~ncy 10 c.tegorise
'''"n"n ofb>n means Ih.t diffe""""'" such as
do", .nd race are owrlO!'led . Th"'" difft'f
meet< only su.face in tornn" where gender
I'I'btlon' are examined in Ihe v.riety 01 set
ting; mwhich Ih<>y ocrur

• Imifo"" model of ACC, .nd community
rourt , for the Easle,n Cape .egion, Afte.
Ih ...... ..o.kshop' , the del.g.les of Sanco
....ere ahle to d .aft a prof'O'""'l th.1 salisfied.., """"

This pruf"'""1 "'as positively ......ived by
.Ii fh<. portidpanls in tile ronference. T~.y
included members of dilt""",t Nco. work·
ing in the ....as of crime pn'\'l'htion lNicro,
c.\'l' Town), dispule ,...",rution ICommunity
Oi' p'-'w Reoso lution Trust .nd IMMSAl and
Pltl\legal lra imng ILHR ~nd Community
L.w Cent...), M"." ber; "f I"" Soulh Afric.n
I'olice and Ille atturney.gene.ar, ofIi"" in
I'UI1 Eli••belh followed Ihe p,,,,...ding'
"'lth inl. ..." , and se\'eral .cademics al,o
portid paled,

Th.njiwe Mtint"" of the SA Communist
P••ty once ••gul'd th.1 Ihe figM by 'hlack
h">thc,,, and Msl<'1'5 .gainsl national opf''''''·
sion' was a misnomer withoul • focus on
grndt'f opp"""lon, 5ne l'I'fl'lT'O'<llo. particu·
lar t,end in the liher.tlon . t. u ggle th.l
dea rly dm n,'<1lhe sou","" of gend.... opf"""·
lion and aiso <'5pouSl'd worn""'. em.ndpa·
tion Yt'I it f,'11 'hort of droning 'tlw ""'ion of
m",...,..is l ..xidy ...nolL,ly .noUSh to unam·
biguously .dd...... patriarchal relation,' ,

It is th..d ore <TUnal th.1 propl. e.piore
way. 01 ch.l l.oglng Ih. st.tus quo.t th.
I""cl of pow.. ",lalio,,", .nd il is nOl possible
for om" S<'Cti(m of society (WOl1lffi) to do Ihis
o:ffectivoly 011 their own,

During he••dd .....s to "'" Grnd.,. Focus
Gmup On this d,'hate .....Ii,,, this yea" Thoko
M. Ishe of the W"''''n's N.tion.l C"" lition
~id the social rol.. people pl.y in society
W,"",.I the crn ltt' of the COlK\'pl of g.."d ..
Thes. social cun'truchon•. she ';"id , ...·ere
loaded with p';,<,hol"gical and physic. ll,ails
th. t are artificial and .ttributed 10'U men

Key note , peake! Albie s",hs h.>d eloquenl
WOrol fur the Pr<>it'<-1, and """,pared t~i, ini·
ti. t,,'e w ith the popu lar t.ibunal . 01
Mo..mbique, ",h~ ordin. ry " ti,en, We'"
in\'ol"ed Indhl"-""'ing justice,

Nu nelhde.., S3( h~ ..... .. eau li"u' as
",!:"rd' lhe Implernentalii,n of lhe project "f
,,'mmunity routt••nd Ih. nt't'd 10 prOll'Ct
the civil . nd hum.n righi' of . ach ind,,·id ·
u.l. In t~is """-"', h. argued t~.t furt"". dis
cussions al the n.tion.ll,'wl .....nuld be nt'<
..... ry More ,mplemenllltion

Max M.mas• . regio"' l co-d i. eclor of
ldasa. ~rongly def.nded the need fM cum
munily courts in a fulure politic. 1dispensa
tion, H. argU<'d Ih.t Ihis inilialive h.>d 10 be
.....n within t"" ronleJ<t of. ,J""eloping ci"il

and women.
Crnde. rol", .....lso opp..,;&ive to m.l",

in many ""1""'1> and gn'up' wo.king with
thes<> is." .... would do w.lI to t.ke advant.ge
of th,. str.to>glC g. p to hroad"" invoh'eml.'lll
in t~. stmggle aga insl gender Opp....lon,
We n,'<'d • « >-ordin.tl'd g.n'J••·. warl.'ll ...s
drive to ensu... t~at a 111'''1 political dhf'<'ll'o'·
lion ove rcomes I~es<> st,,,,,,,typ'" and lIIdk...
power .ece"itole .cro" the b".rd hoth
legally and constutionally

Gend", should not be used a,. , uhslitut.
for t~e term 'women' .. t~" encou •• g..
.mpha,1S on """,allite . ...as Ih.t .... t••di·
hon.Uy rcg.Jrdl'd ., t~. domain of "'omm,

So, i.l ••l.hon••~ould en,ure Ihat
wom.n's rights ••• add,...ed hy . 11 to
mrourage participation of all ,,-'C1o~ of soci·
ety in the de<ison·ma king p'Uct'..", thai
.ffect their live;.
~d~m i C..ayi1, lh. ~o""t diJ'<'l.1o, of tdA..

In ra" l ondon.

mit Cr""" r"""C"'"P ,m"'" """,."ft!
ll"""gh 'Iv r"", /fl..um offIa.1

wclt1y, which ;" worOing for the democ.ati
s. l,on of Ih. governmenl; a civil sodety
w~lch lO .....o.king 10. t~e cr<>ation of ,Irue
IU..... which will dec.n l•• li.. pow",", .11"w_
ing mo... partIcIpatIon to the private citizen

Sanco ..... i ll . n ~ . n c. it . prop.". l with
the cont.ihu tion. m.d. during th. confer·
e nce and will t~ en decide "'hal to do
wit~ th final ,·" .. ion of lh. propnsal
R''g.rdless of the outrom. of Ihe final d" ft,
the <:Imf. "",,,,, 11.>, opened th. dl'hal. on Ihe
topic and a ny reslructuring of the lud ici. 1
' y, tem "'ill need 10 take thi' proposal into
~,

Oa ni. 1Nln. i , a ......a<h....ilh Vi...
lIn;......;ty and ",-,,,dinal.d th. ,omm"nily

«I"n. ,onf"",n«.


