
given the .....ill""'.... that women', education
!los a Hmng f'O,;bv~ ~ff<"ct in m:J urin lt fmil·
lty ' at"" and child mo.t ahly,

'Brst way to Il r/p the poor is
not tlm JUgl1manipulation of

priers alld w agrs'

The d eba te on povert y prog ra mm e,
lI'IlIolin:l optm. The qu""t,on, rcv,~ve arou nd
two is."'l$ fin;t ly. tho> inl"'1''''tatl"n of van·
OU$ scrill indicators and ",",ondly, how to
Undo>r,;ldnd the change In lndifalO... - we",

they d.iven bv mMro-«omom;c d~vel" p

m<"l11j; ,>r by",,,,.. I f"~ i<"",?

rovt'rly proI(r,l mm,.. ma~ [", a ""a ~ ctf sig
n,ficantly improvi ng the , ituation of the
f"X>T, The Brazilian """mple shu...... Ihal edu
",ti(,n can aceoull l tot much of lhe lJ\<XIme
di' p.l rilv, whil~ Bobvia. Me , ico and Chile
d,'TJl{In,t.a te that health and income ge,,,,.a
tion are oth.. im?".t ant a",as f". policy
focus,

In "mer 1<' talo: the finot ,tep in aU""i.:lMg
f",,'e rty, lhe,e "xa mplt"S , huw thai South
AtTI ca will ne~d to com nme agg.e",ve
puvert y progra mm es w ith co,,,e .vat,,'e
ma" l'<'-f'C<,nomic p<>li";"",

Aid: Cuba
counted out
CLQ,ELY qu",tioll<'d "n cnnd ,tions ,n

Cu ba by Suuth AI.ican Communist
rdrty economi,t Es,",'p rahad, Bru ihan
<'Con"mi, t Eliana Cardoso wamoo al\"in,t
....Iying un fo....;gn su\>sid,,..and lo"ns.

Sht- .. id lhal ln 1~~9 Cuba w", "ill as
d'p"ndent on sugar production a, il h.ld
ho.'e1\ in 1'l5~.

Thl, , ituatinn h.>d an",n "",au,", of the
va,t loa ns a nd sub , i d i~. Cuba had
rt',,~i v~d from til( S'wiel Union, which
haJ n,.d~ il possible 10. a counlry with a
poor ""onomy to enjoy .od al ind icators
(health and ,'\lucalion ' l"h·m.) lhal wen>
am ong the b,,1 in th~ We, tern hem i
'phere,

TIw prohlem w"-, Ihat in 1'1'12. 101k,,,,,,n!:
lhe m lla p'" of th~ 5<I" icl Union and the
Wlthdr.w,,1of s,"'i<1 , ub<,idi"" tlwre wen>
now food ~u""", and children W'-"" going
blind as" "",u lt of Vllam,n ,horta~.....

A, ked whet h~, present ..und itions in
Cub.> w..... not lhe "-,,ull of 1110: """hnoed
Un i l~d 5 t . t~. blodad~ uf th~ i,land ,
rath.. than the withdraw"l of suh,idit'!;,
Card,,,,,, adamantly dt'l'llul'l'ed.

She a..howledf;ed lha t the exc~lIenl

h,..lth and education , .ystem in Cuba was
the producl not only of rommuni. t bloc
a id , nut aI,,, the impl.me nta tlon of a
,ocial ist .~'Stem which favou,,'<1 equality
. nd a ~ood dislribulion of "rill h<:nefilS

However, she ,trcssN that ·tll<' ' yslem
w,,,-k..,J well to p"",ide an equal and min
imum . ta ndard of livi llg, '" lung as it
cou ld ",Iy un the So>i cl Union', As a pro
dllClion 'vsl<'1O it did ""t work. The ..""n
omy was lotally deprnd..nt 011 sUl\"r and
th~r. wa s no incentive to wo. k.
.... l>sente.i 'm wa . a hult e prnb l.m in
Cuba.

She ""id in 1'192 Cuba w. s an """""my
'hvmg otf ,p..... pouts' . All th.. t'ducation
thai had bt>en buill up could su,'ain nei
lh", """ pi.. nor their high id",ls.

She said th,' US blockade had been in
f" n;e Inr 30 y"'''' but the USSR ' ubsidi....
h.ld m.\de il possibl., fot Cuba to ..,"·i,....
'The mnmellt the sub.idi"" dcsapp"ared ,
lhe whul., Sl"tem "onapsed,'

An.ious nol to be misunde.. tood.
Cardr-.;o stfl'SsN the importa"", of ",rial
r"'gramm~s . 'We wan I .ocia l p ro
g. ammes: . he 5.lid. 'but we wanl "",ial
p",wammes th.t SUbsldi"" them,.,l"",:
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