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Constructing
economic justice

DEMOCRACY
IN ACTION
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• To e l\COurl.SII!' South Ald
uns of ..II rues to r';ed
.llpMthekl and diKo\,I" an
<lIhernlltiwe th.i1 i1 _Kia!
and democratic in the IrlH'
sense 01 1M word.

• To ;1"111people 10 .llCcept
and wor" for I. post· ..p,u t·
heid fOdety . ,w.llyofdq
lnll their lean.

• To mo bilise the skllh,
luwwWelgll!' .nd ll!'kperienc:e
of ..n those who u n Mskt
lherommunltift In lheaids
• •e," of South Ainu.

• To provide forums . nd
o pporfunkles on I. ... tlon
wide buis 10 lind demo
critic: solutions to South
Alrk. ', prolHms.

• To IIssist l.. c'lI!'illin.1. eli
m.le for senulne nq oti..
don low.llrd, .. non-radal
-'democr.dic:South Afria.
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Opinion••• p....Md in oereee•• ~y In
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T HE socio-e<:onomic rond ition. und...
which tho majority of South Aftkano IiV<'
ClIst • long .""dow over tho preoomt talks
• bout talk•. They .100 put the <.'II.......t do
ba~ on n;ati"""l....tion, pri vatio.ation and
tlw INiolTibution of W$lth Into the cor
""" pm:pectiV<'.

The ~tral los..... is how to IN..... the
historic and genuine grtnano:eo of thoH
woo haV<' t-n ' y>bImabcally discrimJ
n;a!N lJI. inst . nd w""",, position is now
dnper.te.

Some flgu.... mu.trati~ the diff...·
...."'" in income. 1ivi~ . tand. rd . a nd
benefit> from gove.nment expendilu'"
betw~ black . nd wh ite tell a g,im..,.
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IT IS these I nd other . tan. facto which
led S. m M. bi, d ep uty ed ito r o f the
Sowt/<I~. to ...y In • """",t add""'" ' 'The
blacks .'" angry , [ .m .ngry, . nd no
. mou nt of WI< II going to satisfy ...."

The majority of bl.~ks .re im~1e or
oemi·llt ....te; they have be<1I eorduded
from politiclll In. tltutions .nd in la<ge
measu.., from tho "free entftpri&e or&'
tem" . Black PO""'Ptiono .re shope<! by
~hronic homel...n.,.., unemployment,
po<>< edueotlon. nd lnadequole '-lth f.
<ilitieo. In tho _ cli"",te thri. ""po'dO
tiona • .., high,

50ci<>-«0n0mi' prnou"", haV<' oerIou.

. nd far·",.~hing politi,.l implic. tion••
partirul. rly for tho! Afric.n Nation.1 Con
gress. woo ha...., entered Int<> d iso:uooiono
with the N.ti"""list govern""",..

If the ANC ",nnot d~hvt'l'. in tho! sIrort
trrm.!i<>IIW ..........'" of ",lie! to t""",, who
form the Jarg.or pan of thoir ronstituenq,
then tl\oy will loo.e . uppon 10 olher 0r

ganisations which • .., totall y opposed to
negotiatloo politico.

l ...tabibt y will be tho! inevitable cons.
que""" . nd nothing Irigh.......w.y fur_
eign inv ton f.ster than. country in the
grip of i tability_

It follows that. f. ...reaching d~bate on
.....truo:turing the South AIrk. n """nomy
i. not only __ry but for mor. l, «0'

nomic and polilk. l "'........ it iI in~vi·

tabl~_

A number of oemi""... worbhopo . nd
ron......"""" ha ve taken .nd • .., t.king
place invo lving tho bu.i....... rommunity,
Ieadi~ """nomilt••nd members of lhe
ANC. Thil iI.ll to the good • there ,.n' l
be enough of l h~m . nd t h~y mus t be
broadened to I",lud~ lhe widcol """,ible
",p' fl,l'I\t. tion, But this in it>;elf i. not
enough.

THE ANC has MIl challenged to put
tog"'h~• • much mo... romp",hen.iYe
.nd , Ie• • economic policy which goes
beyond the Freedom Ch. n e. and the
Consti tutio nal Guiddi_ . F.ir enough.

But the onus is not only on the ANC.
The busi...... I«!Or in pankular ""• •
clea, ponsibility. If n;ati"""U...tion is
not the wer, If privatio.ation hal mmt.
If ooctali.m i. dlsrredi!N. then ,lea• •1
temativeo must be off.,red which add rns
the oocio-eronomf' problems which .re
lhe legao:y ci .partheid . We . ... in thil to
gether _ but oow to reach~ on
Ihis urgo'nl , ""l!enge?
On~ opportu nity for innoY. tive . nd

"""'iiV<' proposals would be for tho ANC
to tr. ...form their ecorwmi<: . tudy group
(whl'h will be preparing . 1' economic
polky dorumenl in prepar. tIon for their
,onfe . e nce on 16 De<:e mboo .) into .
"''''''.. iss..... which would take evidO!11U
from . wide cro••·section of Inle.e. t
groupo.

If they could be persuaded to tal<e lhis
route It would P",y~nt th~i, finding•
from bei~ ",.t in stone .nd would poss;'
bly lead to me.ningful action which goes
beyond the ,hetork which 10 citen cha..
aetmoes debate on .ll . ideo.
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