
TOWNSHIP ENCOUNTERS
YOWlg doctors visit

Duncan Village
II G ROUP of 15 youn g doc_
tors we re tak.. n on a >ocial
history lo u r o f Dunca n Vil­
lage in East Londo n in Ma rch.
T h e ~ we'e p. rticulariV Inter­
eSled In the h..alth a'pen of
the to wnsh ip '0 the to u'
took on a med ical f1.vour
with vi,its to Ihe Da ~ Ho,pi_
tal . nd th.. H... lth Centre .

The lOur leaders we ,.. bo th
memberlofthe Dunca n Vil­
lage Resid e nt. ' lI"oci'llon,
Dumi,a Ntlm ill and Mt..t..le ll
Po bana, We m..t at the IDIISII
off ice .nd th.. dOClO" w..re
gi"e n a b ri..fing on the hl, ­
to rv of Dunca n Vill. ge a nd
,hown ,lid.., of hou,in g con­
dition" communal wa,h a ,..a'
and commu nalloil..".

We stopped in the I. rg""
of th.. , h.c k-dw..ller ar .... ,
(-Section , and the doctors
m..l Wilh peo p l.. and asked
dbout the p ,imary h..alth ca,..
a nd condition, in gen..ral.
lit th i, poi nt w.. pi(kl'd up
. uryeillance by the , ecurily
pollc.. wh ich co nt in ued for
the re>l of th e tou ,.

The to ur co ntlnued o n foot
and we we n t thro ugh C_
s..et ;o n and D·S" ctio n . n d
saw the bad road,. loil.."
.nd wd$h area'. The group
wa, then I. ke n to " Old"
Du nca n Village 0' Duncan
Villag .. "P,ope , ' , a, it i,
know n. Th..re we me t with
SI"" r f lo re nce Solomon a nd
d iscu" ..d th.. . oci.land P.V·
ch iatric p ,oblem, fo und in
tbetown,hip.

Th.. doctors ar.. k....n to
ge t a primary he.lth car..
p,oj" ct going In Du nca n Vii_
I.ge and h. ve ...t up a fu rth..r
meeting with th.. Dun can
Village Re, lde nts' lI,soclatlon.

II ,econd. muc h ,mailer.
tou r took place on 10 Mdrch
whe n a gro up o f Briti. h Em·
ba"y olficial, w..r.. l. ken to
Duncan Village and a sma lle,
town,hlp .

BOlh of the,.. tours h.v..
elicit ..d a ver y po,il iye ,..,.
pon,.. fro m the Du ncan 1,'11­
I.gecommunily. W.. p lan to
have a nu mbe r of these tOur,
wllh prefer.bly no' mor..
tha n 1Spa"leipan" per tour.

Cindy Deul"hmann
Bord... R.-gionalCo-ordinalOf

the history of the areas.
IDIISII 's Easte rn Ca pe di­

rector. M • • Ma ma' e , who
led both tou". ,aid mOlt of
,he c hild re n had ne".. r , et
fOOl in the to wnsh ip, and
we r.. ,hod ..d by the living
condition, of peopl...

"They r..a ll,..d fo r t he first
l ime that the ,truggl.. fo r
$Odal just ice was iu,1ifiab Ie,"
,aid Ma., " Th..y asked whe_
Iher th.. gove rnme nt w"'pr..­
ared 1o ch.nge the,e condi­
tlom and cam.. to th.. co nclu­
, ion th ..t Ihe governme nt
must cbang.. il. rhetoriC first."

The tours made a tre men­
dou. imp.,·t on hoth groups,
and the schol." .a id thev
would e ncou rage 1hl'1 rIriend,
to particlp..te in future tours.

Red location. o ne of lh..
local point, of Ihe,e ,odal
hi>lory tOur'. was fl"t oc­
cupied by Britl,h >old i.. "
d uring th .. IIng lo· Bo.. ' Wa'.
The barrack! th e ,e we r.. va­
cat..d b y lh...oldiers dftee
the peace of V..r.... niging
wa, ,i gned In 1902. making
wa ~ for f ingo miW. nt wor ke rs
who co uld, in lerm, o f Ihe
local;on IICl of l 'lOJ. no Ionge<
>la y in inn.. , city loc . tion,.

The a,ea ha, ne"e , be..n
u pgraded. In some ,ections
one 10il..1 , .. , y.., betw"e n
eight and ni ne ,e, ld e ntial
blocks. II liq uor outlet i, t he
only"de-velopment"' provide<!
by the authorilie" R",ld.. n!S
ar.. living under a threat 01
removal. Resld.. nt, allo wed
the schola" to enter Ihe ir
" ho me." and thi, first-hand
... posu '". said M• •. had made
a tr..mendo u, impr..,,;on o n
lb..m,

"It wa, a tra umatic e 'pec·
lence to man y .tud e nts to
learn aboUlthe,.. h..rsh r..ali·
tie, but we be li ..ye that an
o n·goi ng d lscu" io n of these
issu..s will e"entually p.y
dlyid..nd •."

'Ttaumatic experience'
for PE scholars

THE Ea"..'" Cape office of
IDIISII bro k.. new grou nd in
Fe b ' uar y wh e n it too k the
fim two gro u p' of scholar,
on a tour of a number 01
black town,hlp. In Port
Eli zab..th.

Som.. SOsehol." of l.wson
Brown HlghSchooland Trinity
High School we nt on lwo
' ..parate tours ..nd we,e not
only exposed to the poor
,acial co ndi'ion . in Red l o ­
c.t ion. th e vast ,hanty town
Soweto IBy.the-Sea land 1,'....­

pl,,,,buI.I,o introducedlO

Scholars come to g, ips with conditrons in ,he vast sh. ntv'nwn,
So_to. near Pot! Elllal>eth.

lit th e end of th e da~ th ey
all wenl b.,k to Mo nt e Vi"a ,
the conse'''ativ.. whit.. C. pe
Town suburbwhkh was Ihe
pid·up point for ,he white
(hi ldren , Prob.bl y for the
first time tho,e stree" ran g
to the .inging of Afri,a n re ­
,istance song' and the laugh ­
lerol blad .nd white c hild re n
as the~ ran the I." race. up
and down the ma in ,treel ,

In the e nd many of Ihe
chi ldren e.chan ged .ddr........
a nd made arrangements for
th.. fU 1U'''.

P,o lad comment..d; "In
the Weste rn Cape we are
"arting to , .., up ,eve,.1
'Twi nning' P'O!! 'ammI'S whl' r..
we ge ' a regular group of
p..op l.. from the d iff.. ' e nt
a reas togethe" and they h. ve
a , ..ri..s of ev.. nts and inter_
actions. In th .. lo ng run these
projec1! will assume their
own momentum.nd w.. wlll
be .ble to pu llo ut a ltogeth....
Tb.,', wh.. n we will h. ve
succeeded."

IIn Vone wi,hing to ,et up
,uch a p,ojeao' get involved
in an .., I>llng on.. , hould
pi".... co ntact IDIISII', West­
..rn Cap.. offic..

NlC BORAIN
WestNn Ca p" R..g;o nal

Di...c1or

The W rn C' i><' olfiu: of
IDASA mo.l'd t06 Falr<ape
Hou..., O •• n&" S.r""I, Cape
Town. Phon.. lh.. N• •ion. 1
Ollie.. (021) . ' -312' lor Ih.. ,.
number.

Picnic at
Monwabisi

THE,mall blond boy ru n, up
10 Ihe widel to ar gue Ihat
Ihe ba"man I, out. Soon
eoer~one is em broiled Inl he
de ba'e. l ate rlheyargue abou t
mililar~ service a, lhe y sit
toget her on the gra" ve ' ge
near th e beach . lale , "ill
they go to gelher to the KTC
'QU.1tN camp to ta lk about
the i, d iffe re nt lioes.

These ,chool c hild re n are
from . 11 ooe r Ca pe To wn,
The wh ile pupils are mostly
from the predomin. n tl~ Afrl_
kaa n'~Pl". k ing se hool, in the
No rthe rn , ub urb!. Thebl.d
pupils are from long•. KTC
and Khave ll" ha,

,.Hulle I' ge nul ne ouens: '
the blond one .ay. I. le..
" O n, ka n met hulle p,.at. "
For h im, this i, a first lime ,
He has neve , met a bluk
person whow..n 'la ser"nt
or a ser"nl', ,'hi ld

Most of the Satu,d.y w. ,
.p..nt at Mo nwabl, i be.ch
which Is a showpiece ,esorl,
just the other ,Id.. of the arid
wa"e, of Khaye lilS ha. The
children played gdme' dnd
lal ked and swam while a
,mall g'o up of p.lrent, looked
on vaguely '''oni.h..d,

IIsenior manager in. major
Afrikaans comp,ony who,",
( hildren we, e al the picnic
,aid, "Thi, '0 e..ll~ might
n..v..r hav.. hap pen ..d, Th..y
could a ll ha"e grown up to
he $O ldiers on different sides
a nd n .."..r h.d a chane.. to
ju>!, you know. re i.. " . • nd
be in each u, her's company."

Waiking rhro ugh KTC later
th e child ,en we re t ,..., ..d to
the tradilional ho,pita illy of
,he re.iden1l. p, o rack, co­
ordinator olthi, IDIISII pro·
ject, said; " You kno w.when
th e v sta nd th ere and get all
quiet, il i, because t he~ can 't
bel ie ve how th..y ha".. come
from .ucb dlff..rent ".per­
iences but th..~ ha"e just
b""n able to ,p.. nd the day
lik.. any frie nd, can"
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Durbanites exposed to township life
THE N atal r~gion '$ " Shaping Our Furu,.."
' eri e' ' ta ' ted it' 1989 p roS'am",.. w i! h
an ed ucati o nal lf ip into townshi p, and
infor mal ",nlem"n" around Dur ba n
on h -b ruary 25.

T() many 01rhe 40 partie;p . n" ' hi' ""a'
' he ir li"l !rip to ' he towns hip" • fact
which generated an ai' ole 'ci te m" nt
a nd .., pe elotio n ,

The y we' " tak e n th rough Urnla zi, a n
urban "re. within I( waZu lu , l amo n" ill.. ,
an urban a,e. out' ide KwaZulu . p.,1
, ingl.. men', hoste l" an informa t'quane '
,en l" me nl named Malag. , i and Falw..ni,
.. ',ural ' . re. wh ich may be l. , , ,,,,,o, ..d
h om Dur ban but ha> grown into a l. rge
pe ri_ur ba n .re a d ue 10 'he gl.'{)po litic,
of apanh..id.

P. rt'dp .,m we re ,, ' po,..d 10 .. who l..
range of governmenl m ucru,e, in the
area where many Black Du , banite'
dwell. Some 0/ the'e ar..a, fa ll under
the D",b.n C ity Council and Nata l Pro­
vinci.1 Admi n iw atio n (lamontville),
' o me fan u nde r. municipal go ve rnmen t
in KwaZulll (Umlui), wh ile Olhe...re
' itllated on n iballand in KwaZu lu IMala­
gali and Fo lweni l. Backg,ound inlOlma ­
tion o n the are._ w. ' provide d on the
b u, by , ..gional direnor Pa ul G,.ham
a nd ,egio na l co-ordi nato, F.na Zungu,

Participa nt< we,e .r,o ta ke n to a ha ll
in l a mo n" ille where the y di« u"ed
an d ,h....d the i' impre"io n, of the
tou , .

A v. rie ty 01 o b'ervat ion' came to light.
A wom.n e , pre"ed f.-e!ing, of ;adne"
an d ,ham.. abo ut the (Om/ort.ble life _
<lyl.. , he e njo y..d , Anoth.., pa n idp. nt
p o int..d out th. t peop le we ,e ,eeing
th e " new f. ce o f Sou,h Ahi" ". He
;a id : " I ,.w.,pi rit. nd a fo ' m o f energ y
within the (Ommu nity try ing to m. ke
th e be<l o ut 01 wh at they 've got de, pite
. nobst.d.......

An other pe"on com me nred on the
vib,.ncy 01 peop l.. living in hou , .. , a<
op po,ed to th .. gloomy .tmmp h.., .. 01
the ' ingle men ', ho , te ls. Many were
,truc k by the valt di,tance, people in
these area< w.., e forced to ".vel. the
poo' tran'port facilit ies and the (Olt,
invo lved in travel. O ne partic ipant said :
"I fe el ' ad abou t how litt le i, ' pent on
,oad, in the'e . rea,., oppmed to th..
millio n"pent on Durban', b..achlront ,"
The re w.. aho d i«u"ion o n th e qu e , ­
tions of land a nd ho using

Talk th ..n mov..d hom genera l ill ue,
to the queltion o f ..d ucatio n, wit h .." ..
in put be ing give n by Davine Thaw of
Car.,.." ln lormatio n Centre and Madoda
Ntanda of the Umlazi College lor Furthe r
Edu"tion.

O. vin.. g.v.. the roueat ion-ba",d back-

gro und 10 the SowelO ,io" of 1976 and
pointed out that qu .. 'tiom o f power
a nd co ntrol we r" .." .. nti.lto .ny di"u...
' ion on e d u"tion and , ho uld not b..
ov..r1ooked ., th i' a l,o ref lected the
b road.., peflpeet ive o f co nd itio n' in
Sout h AI'ica.

She pointed out Ihat th.-re w."e shoft_
lall, in bot h black and wh ite erl u"tion
in South M'ica wh ic h nee d 10 be ad ­
d re"ed. F.na po int ed out that it w.,
the conte nt of rhe « hoo l c urr icu lum

Pan ,c,pants ,n a "Shaping our Futu,e "
eve nt s ha,e thoughts afte' a ,i." to
Durban'••hackland

that n..e d..d to b.. ch.nged ' . the r than
merel y p rov iding facili tie' like d e'"
and ,wimmi ng poo l, . " Un le" the , yna­
bUl co nt..01 is chang..d , the'e thi ng,
are mea nin gle " ," he said

By the e nd of the afternoon pa rtici_
pant' w..,ele ft with many i"ue, to eon­
'ide' a nd many ... w elled the hop.. th at
simil.. tri p' wou ld b..."ang..d in th e
future .

Ko..., l o ....
Na.al R'-Ifion

A bus toad
of peOl'te
take a trop
into th..
unknown
s haCk and
peri_urban
areas
south of
Durba n


