
Siabbert, IDASA and the DP
WHIH oppo,ition politi n in the pa,ha ­
mpnta ,y .y" e m, a nd par liamentary po li.
tic' genera lly , find. i, ... lf at a critical
,tag".

The rig hrwing is ru n nin g imo the pre­
dictab le conseque nces of it, unreali,t ic
pol itic.. at loc al governmeml..ve l, The
,o-called liberal o p position i. Ie -group­
in g a nd ,e-a,,,,,,ing mateg;.., and 'acti""
a nd the ruli ng party is loc ked in . c , i, i,
o f,ucc"" io n that .ellee" d ....pe. unde, ­
lying [..n,io n as to new in itiative, and
po licy ,hif" to get out of it' own creatl'd
co nstitutional (ul de sac.

The new Democratic Pany ha' ..ked
lo u. peopl.. to act as , pedali,! adv isor,
in he lping it to devi'.. " ,ategy a nd policy ,
AI I see it my role as ,peciali" ad";", , i'
10 con....nt'.te on thel in k getween parlia ­
menlMyand ... 1ra-pa' Ii amenta,y policies,
to e.plore how dialogue in thi ' area Ca n
be promoted a nd how the muggle 10' a
no n_raciald e moc ' acy ca n be broadened.

Obliiou" Y t he Demo crat ic Party i,
under no o bligalion to accept the advice
o f it' e .pert, nor a re they bound by the
policy position, 01 th e party. They do
not bold eiected po sitions nOr do th ey
have any ,peci lic mandate from th e
p.l rtyo the r than the '<'<luest 01the leade'­
, h ip to give adliice /rom time to time on
specific issues.

IDASA i. in no way parly poJilically com­
p ro mi,ed by my ad vi,or y role 10 the
De mo c ratic Party, bUl to th e e.tent that
I will co nce nlrate on tbe i..ue. spelt ou l
above, r will be promot ing a l,o tho.e
ideals fo r which IDASA .tand•. Whe the'
IDASA become' involved in any effor t.
to promot.. dialogue and contact between
parliame nta,y and e,!fa _parliamentary
organisation. i' entirely in iI' own a nd
the ha nds of such o rgan isation.

f , \Ian lyl Slab l>e rt
IDASA Di.".,lo, of Policy and rla nninll
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DR VAN lYl SLABBERT

Mtonga murder:

judge slates police abuse of power

Visit to Soviet
Union planned

for April
CIS K[ IA N ' ecu ri ly policemen bad
abu,..d the ir pow.. " to ,uch an ... t.. nt
tha t people rega rded them as enemies
o f th .. com mun ity.

Thi' devastating comme n ta ,y o n tbe
actio n. of ,ecurity policem.. n was d ..~
Iiv..,('d eadie, th i' month by Ciske;'s
chief judg.. , M, ' u' tic(' Pickard, when
h(' , ('n t.. nced si. secu , ity polic('m..n
who we ,e connected to lhe death of
IDASA', co-d ir..ctor in the Bord.. r a r..a ,
Eric Mntonga . to a to ta l of 31 yea,, '
impmonm..nt .

The judge agai n remarked on the lact
that th .. Mntonga ca,.. would n..v..,
ha ve (O rne to co ur t if IDASA had not
int e rve ned. A Ci,kei inq u..'t origina lly
found th at Mr Mntonga was killed by
" pe rlo n. un known" . Toward , th .. end
o f lall y..ar, how..v" r, IDASA's Ex ..c uliv..
Di,e CtOf. D, Ale. Boraine, conveyed
d"lail , of th" murder and nam('s of
' u' pec" to P,e,ident Lenno .. Sebe and
c harge , _r" b rought again,t , i. security
po licemen, including two genera l,.

Th.. jud g" 'aid one of lh" g..n..ral,
(bo tb we r" convicted of defeatin g the
end.of ju. tic,,) wa, mor.. k.... n to kno w
who Dr BOfaine', informant wa, than
starting with th.. investigation.Thi' police­
man . Majo,-Gene,al Witness Ngwa nya,
had in fact known of Mr Mnto n ga 's
death , inc.. the da yaft.. , th.. event, a nd
the 'tMe had proved beyond reasonable
doubt th at h.. had in'trucled th .. other
po licemen to kee p quiet.

Mr Mntonga wa, tort u,ed and died
althe Mda nt'" ne ,ecu rity police office'
in Ci' ke i onJuly 2~ , 1987. Hi' body wa>
dumped 00 a de'erted road near
Zwelit,ha in Ci, kei . In hi' judgem..nt,
M, )ullice Pic kard said M. Mnto nga
had bl'en , ubjected 10..... "eme trauma"
Over a lo ng period and lhat he was
" killed ,lowly". He a l, o ,uffe'ed fear
and degradation at the hand, 01 the
police.

Commenting on t he conduct of th ..
,ecu rity policemen, the judge ' a id the
police ,who w..r.. ca ll ed upon to p'Olect
,ociel y, enjoyed ma ny p rivilege, a' they
were protl'Cted by th .. law . Sec urity
policemen, he said, we re mOre p. ivi_
leg..d th an other policemen in that they
had a right to detain people witho ut
trial and co u ld nOl be over~ruled by the
COu'lI . The y th.. ,e/or.. had a h igh..r
r.. ,pon,ib ility than othe' po lice
b.anches.

The co u rt had noticed tha t soldiers
a nd police abused th ..ir powe" and
society co uld no t allo w thatlo continue ,
said M, Ju'tice Pickard. The security
forces should ad he re to lhe ,equire­
ments and aspiration, of soc ie ty and . if
they ste p ped o u t o f line, " the y ,hould
be put back quickly" .

The judge emphasi,ed that a" a ult' ,
let alone killing, duriog interrogat io n
co ufd not be to leraled .

FO LLOWING a vi'it by Ale. and Jenn y
Bo rai ne to Moscow in July 19M, a
tentative iovitation wa, extended to
IDASA to send a .mall t..am 10 th..
Soviet Uoio o during 19119.

Thiswa' discussed by the Soviet!ANCI
Soulh African delegation. at Leve, kusen
in West Germany in October la 't year,
PfOfesso, Solldovniko v, who wa, th e
lead e r of the Sovi..t team, hal now
formall y invited IDASA to send ,uch a
d el ..gatio n to th.. Soviet Unio n in ea rly
April.

Th.. dele gat ion will b.. I..d b y Dr Van
ZyJ Siabbert, Di'ecto r of Resea" h and
Pl anni ng for IDASA,and olher membe"
o f the team will include Professor Ja kes
Ge,wel , rector of the Unive rlity of th e
W('. t.. rn Cape and member of IDASA 's
board of Ifustees , P,ole'lOr J. Degenaar ,
p ro fe lSor o f political philOlOphy at the
Unive"ity of StelienbOlch, and Mr Enos
Ma bu'a, Chief Mini'ter of Ka ngwa ne .

The visit will last about 10 day, and
d iscussions will take p lac.. with polit ica l,
acad e m ic and cuhu'alleade" . In addi ­
tio n , it is hoped that the lea rn will vi'it
unlve"itie., factorie' and fa,ming
p rojects .

The delegation ho pes to take fu rthe r
the in-depth discu"ion, which w..re
held atlhe l e ver kull' n co nfe re nce re ­
ga rding the re.olution of conlfict in
Southern Africa .
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