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The 12eo121e
need to
'KNOW

Idasa book takes Rapport prize
A Il(X)I( pUblish<.-<l by Idasa Ia, t ~ear. ",Ilk" b''''ks new ground in
Sourh Afrit.on histery, hM bffiI .w.rd....J. the 1991 Rappon prize fur

"",,·fiction in Afrikoan•.
Oi, 0",/,. 00,108 1m Mapo<" by joumal;"l

Han' Pi"""., tr..,,,, the ori!!i'" of 1M uprising
i1l Kw. Ndebele in 1M m,d·19flOs back to lwo
(well ' oveted up) wars b<'Iw..... the br and
Ndebm p<'Ople in tilt !a..1= tury,

One 01 the judg... Dr )0"'-" von Wyk 0/ the
Univ ity 01 Durlt.uf.W",tville, MY' the rook
max significant C011tributi"" to the grnerol
hi,loric.l Te<:ord In Soulh Africa, containing
new in/m",. ti"" and anal!,,;" not ",fleered in
""". map' English·language hislon.._

• Se. IYport on rag. 5

Starved of information about our future.. ..

To eece e

mrdia are lundrd by the puhlic, a spo-­
dal responsibility resl s on lhe SAOC',
lelevi,ion and radio ,ervlce , . The
SABC's performance has been poor.
Apart from full coverage of lhe two
plenary sessions, reporting of Cod"",
has been 'poradic, uneven, boring and
unsophisticated. It appears tha t many
of those invol ved wi th the newS

right 10 know what kind of peopk I re
in governm en t, wha r powe.. lhey
exercise. w oa l poliCIes they pursue
and so on ,

Crucial to lhe righl 10 know is an
openness of approach by the powerlul
and the dUly of lhe media is 10 inform
the public. I n a co un try in whic h
roughly half lhe adwt popwa tion can·
not read or wri te and lhe electronic

South AIric.', constitutional future i' lleing
, ronnw.ted virtually behInd dos"" doon
, byan unell'Cled leadership .t th. merting'
01 Cod es•. Most South Africans h.ve Hul.
l nowledg., let alone critic.l underslanding, of

; the whole proct'S' of constitutiOIldl negotiations
Iwhich is laking rla~ al the ap!ly cboso>n World
' Tl1ldeCentre.

~
Some Soulh Africans probably don'l ca"" but

' the majority would ill.e 10 be given some infor·
ma lion on wh o is deciding l!leir future. how th")'
are operating , whar they are discussing, etc.
Gi""" lhe ostensible and somi'times vocal and
real commilment 01 most of the participating
ramO'S 10 democracy and lhe goal of the enlire
en l..-pri M' _ a democntic SA _ lh. fact lhat"""", A boltNy of !til'di<> ,. ,,,,, , mos' <1 So.,h A(riCII mtI/l;", is"Q'''''' ofthe "'Sot;"tW" P'"f"XS$

the literale and inlem ted public is sta rved of -""-"'- T",,,,,,

iII/onnation is notlting short of scand alous,
How has lhe SItuation rome about? I would suggest

that there are two mam groups of culprits, each 01 which
is lI!\COn<WTIed aboul this maUer for . ,ang. of diverse
reasons.

The Iirsl group comists 01 the media - both wriU""
and spo ken. One of the founding pillars of d.mocracy is
the accountability of tbe go.'ernors to lheir . ubjects
Belw...n popular elections. the chief me an. th rough
which Iccountlbility is .ought is through lhe public' s

WINm _Ie, not
pow., count?
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Two houses to lake
away
w. heu rt.M ..... only did Ilw~
OAU~_ blay~ ill uponm..t
ol'.,fi••g moIIo. buI(l'fWII~

hNdI'd out into tubu1tu.to writ On.
dm'l' IhnJugh Pmori.o one ~tion

..................rd 10 buy...., """"" ­
Wlil>out""' g<'ftIlI£ out '" wW"
-a-- N" ....... -,. ..... .. .,.....,."S.

bnk... ,,' hi!llrU<k f.,lI'd, On<' while
moI<Jri>l w"" "" ltI'.lolul II> lht dri.... for
...",ng hIS IJho thol "" promptly oIfnod ~

611ing now.A! - .n invil.tlion 10 a
t>r.....'!rio.
_ M+ .....'" _ ,.. '", .,"' ,. a.. , ' 0101.'

Ja-Nee

Anxious for an angle
A phoPo-ull by.n SABC ftllM....,.n.­
""'" thot. Bll(·ntn lr.lII,ng <OIJt";O'- for III
hnainl ~ loLKtJ raJ w joumolbto in ~n

SAllC "'-'dill in Cop" T....-n w,.. to train

ANC """"~ go"~ A.S.... ' I'po.II'.
Willl'm SlI't'l\U mp thr 5<\'111 of • good
'ilo'1'. How,,,,..-, J...pit< ro n/i. m. lion loy •
.....io< SAll( offi<iitl.nd tlw BOC train..­
lhot 1M <00..... N d nvthing10 do with Ih<
",...e . IIw A'J.' "'J'Orl fo<ustod orron gl~ ""
w l\lllkJlU 01 SAil( AIl 'irty.
• N..,..,.", ... f_ ,.1 ,. ,......., at & ,.....,

.~

. , . • . , . . . ' . ro' =-;-;-:;,-~""'

The politics of
the pllsener
0Vl'rdrinb.1• n'U'nt Id~ ronf""''''...., •
PAC d~Itg. 1l' off"~ ........... fur Iu.
cho.>ia' <If bo:v...ge. t l. 'd. h. "" a bo>er, tIM>
<4W with 1MiI'Ii!i.lh thol 0WId for "~.
10 A N<'W South Atoo",
_ M.....,s-n_'.,,,....,;. """,.. i..•

Braalvlels bonding
A 'l0ick-<"iI\ki~~k lfU(kdriw r ..ved
ldl<>w molomlS from cMain loMou8
in jury l1'<l"/Illywlw1l M fIW\olged 10 ~mid
.......tuns inIu ~ numIl.-o 01 ta", . f1... I....

•:- . ' . .... ' . , . .. .' . . . , , .

Strictly speaking
Trad.bdNIly tt.!>A1tC Iw. tIad • rip>rous
poIicv 1IO _lMo>nKt pronwriolion

of~ .......... 1""""""'- wlwn it """""
.......... own t.t.y......1IW>dud. ......... 1O

ohr~ TV oommo'ftW)' "" 1M
Colnndno Mot.tIw>ll "'J"'"wdly ,d .. ,od 10
' 1<Ip \1m iN'dlJllOI ..-uhw wry rna.."""

--"'''''........ (~
Mok_l.to~~,

- :n-"' _ t- _ _ ,.......-
Dubious distinction
And will onwComr~ Morat""",, t1w­
anuud ""'""' ,.... romJI\<"flt.ll"", . b.",t how
~ tuck f\l/l,,", tIad dOOl' Il. t.lklo m.... 01
tM fio.110 p".rti" ... "wI' tI ...",nd .. if
till' ~th",," wt'II' IIt'WCO""''' to I""
country k1 . 10....11M> . p",t
_ 11'11 ,. h . u,lIjJ, /<0. ,'" .,.;.. , '" ,",
c........... ,. ""...pIt.

" TJli! AIiC 71I~A T
PF M,fSS Ac.TIO N
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EDITORIAL

We were getting there ­
what's gone wrong?

I
I all looked so promising a few months ago. What's gont'
wrong? Hen: are' I.... <lopa"'!"h1e rea50no fotttle prefienl situ­
ation whICh has causro so much an.it'ty and concPm.
Fir~Hy. many naively believed in almost inevilable progress

toward, nonn.lily, as if the negoliation proce55 "'ould move
steadily <lut of the valley of discord and distru.llo JIl'W vislas of
understanding .lod acceptance, All of us, in our "ptim~'m, hope­
jesslv und"""timat>'d the smouldering anger which is the con_
quroceof k'ng years of "'I''''<s;oo, racism and at>,ect I'''':erty.

The failure Of COOl'!la Ulo deliver is a pdinfu1 mnindrr of the
legacy of aJ'drtheid and the n 'Ii to build trust in lhe midst of
conflict. [n the long term, theb kdown should d<'Stroy the C'O:Iy
d uh alm""ph.... 0/ an undected body and bring a nO"W sen", of
harsh rNlity.

Serondly, lhe negotiatiun prt><'<"SS has largely been confined to
• group of elit.... This may he inevilable, but a dlngen>\ls con.<oe-­
quence i~ Ihe ever·widening gap between Ihe graS/;rooI, and
Iho.e al the lOp. Al the v.ry lea51, there mu .t be a radical
improvement in Ih. communication hetw....ntop--l.....l negotia·
lor'! and lhose ll",y purport 10 rep......n!. The sec~ ,uJTOIJnd·
iog Cod.... commill..... and Ihe incvilal>le l....k> and rumours
have not helped eilh"",.

Thirdly, lhe deliberatiol'L'i of Cod""" have had no effect whal ­
snev"", in lessening the mindl""" vio!w<'e with ill; bill.. harvest
of dealh , injuries and deslluetion of property. It 15 the unabalt'd
viol""'" which is the great...t probkm facing all of us. and which
threaten.' not only to derail the ocgotiatiOM bot to l....r asunder
the very fabric of soc:i~.

Blccdy-mirded
Fourthly, the two major partn..... in the negotiations, the NatiOIlaI
Party and Ihe ANC, must accept much of the cred it and the
blame for boIh progress and w.,akdown. The t\P in particular
has in re<ent wC<'k> demonstrated a blno:<!y·mindrdn""" mnini<­
""nt of the dark days of aparthrid. A. till' can of worms spills it,
inelegant mess of 5ta~ conuption and invol,'enlt'llt in the death5
of activists, the response MSbioen not rem<>n;e t>ut d.fIance.

The apparent indifft'om>ce of Mr Dc Klcrk is particularly wor·
rying and in sNip contrast to Ius rouragrous action. in 1'190 and
1991. Can till' originators of apartheid be lruslt'd? Is the gOVO'Jl\'
ment "illing 10 aC\-ept the con"""luences of its bra ve 5tatcmen"
on d'-""Ocracy and surrender it~ monopoly 01 pm.,er? 1lle5e and
other dISturbing question~ a", b<oing askl'd in. ide and outside of
Cod"",.

On tilt oth<'f hand , the ANC, corning out of a long pt'tiod of
enfotted exile. impri50nmenl, bann ing. and harr.,"ment, has
found it dHlirult to adju,t to th. dem.nd. 01. political party
moving to,,·.rd. etection•. It is no seem that cuming 50 d05e to
the corridors of power. the A~C lias often taken ill; ")'e off the
negotiallng Nil and looked r. th"", at Ihe goalposts. ThIS is under·
lltandable. but it also (,,,,t... enormollS problems. Compromises
are made. only to fiod tllal they.lI' not leading to the de:sil'l'd
..,....11. Pr..ssurised by a d,,",andio~ com;tituency. most of whose
~v... have b<'eo hltally untouched by Ihe oegotiation process, th"

Ar\C is fOI'CN into a p""ition of lallJng tough and u,ing ch~

lhmll of mass action as an altemahVl' to ~oti'lio1\S.

Temptation
The ANC should re.isl the temptation tu encourage . ta y·

aways. work sluppag... and ma.ss demonstrahons. particularly in
a ttme of eronomic downturn. Forther, whilst the ANC h.. every
justificdtion in posing sennus questio"" 10 InkatM and tile secu­
rity foreee. it would strengthen lis own position if its leaders
quite candidly . tat,>d ·yes. we all' no angels, there are "",ny in
our ranks who h"ve 5ucrumbl>d to the u.... of intimid.tion .nd
vj<llence. We.rc o~ 10 this . nd will fight it . t .....try \evel".

Finally, there are m.ny other factors at work: the controver'!ial
role of [nkalha, the e,elusion of th" PAC and the Con",rv.ti,·.
Pam fw m Ihe negotiating process and, mott significantly, lhe
. ini; t".,. Mtiviti'>5 of righrwing forces

What can we do in th e . hort term to m.ke the Mt of an
extn:mdy difficull period of tran.ition? Thi. is not the time to
wring our hand. and bl-moon our late. We an> in a trough. let'.
accept tMt the going will be h.rd .nd th.:lt tile resolution of con­
flict and reconciliation is gomg to take much longer th.:ln orij;i·
nally imagiM I- and that, like .n transiliol'L'i. it "ill be m,,,.;y.This
is a time for courage, patienre .nd a(tlon.

Action
Secondly, there mu.t t... a d ea ring out of the stables! Mr Dc

Klerk must make a much bold"r "'"polI5C to govemmcnt COmlp"
lion and allegations of , tate and security fotte invoh-ement in
death "'luad. and viol,."...,. It i~ oow no long.r. questi"" of lay­
ing the blame a l the door of minor officials or even h.ads of
d"P"-rtmt>l\~ 11th..... are Im,uslcrs and "'oi'" peop le in govern­
ment who have bet-n invl'lved or . lI' involved, then appropriate
dction must be taken. Heads must rolL This will rest"", a sense of
ltu>t and , trengthen Mr Dc Kl....k·s negotiating position.

Thirdly. negoti.tions musl get back on track and if this calls for
innovative idea••nd extraordinary m~tings then so t... it. w..
cannot . llnw lhe ncgotiahon process to w...ken by ~lmply moo·
dling al'mg and .Iicking to prescribed times. dates and plact.'S- In
particular a r.pid move toward, an interim government must be
attempted, wh.tever it takes. This ul>jective should he Tl'ached
befo... lhe mol of 1991

Fourthly. and most importantly. tile strongest action mu,t be
tak.n to reduce th. violence. H the ma~" play...... have.n
awescrre ""ponsibility. Uut if, ,I pite . 1I the gno:<! intentions of
the pea'" accord. the state, till' ANC and otMr actor'!, vioien<'e
persists, Soulh Africa .hould seriously ron'ider inviting an inter­
national mission 10 .ssist io monitoring the violence. Impartial,
prof""sion.1 obst'rven from the furo!"'an Community and the
Commonweal th . workin g closel y with the p.ace .""....t.rial.
could assist in identifying Ca"-,,,-'!; . nd those lI'Sponsible. No Ini­
nall'''' ~hould be turned aw. y f,,'m if it ,can k.....m the carnage in
our tow",hips

A lex Boraine
Executive Director

,



DIARY

PRETORIA

The play's the thing
From Jun. ]Q to July 16~

groupof AJn<"ric.an schoolchil­
dren will .pend time io the
Pr..lOrLt region wO' '''hopping
a playwith their South
African counterparts.

With Idasa'$ assilltaw;." cllil­
d...., from /our schools (black.
wllih', Indianand coloull'dJ ...
well as .everal South African
acton.oo playwrights will
participate in tile production
which willl'l! p...-formod a, the
...d of the two-wl.'l'k <'Xcnisi'.

Theproied was inibated by
the American-basedgrouping,
Crw.tive RespollS<', which spe­
cialises in breakingdown
racial aM OIllUral barriers
through theatre .

Afrikaners in the
new SA
AfrilwIrrs quo v.dis? A
public meeting on optio,," for

1M Afri kaner
will be held
on July Uin
f'~ri.,

Sp"akers
include Van
Zyl S1abMt,
jan van Eel-.,

Tun "'" Ed KOO5 van cler
M<>rWe and olhen from the
NP, CP. HNP and AWO.

JOHANNESBURG

Winterschool for
teachers
From July t o to 23 Id.",,',
Training Cenln> lor
Democracy will run •~••
sonal ....riehm.ntand , kill.
advancrmtlll COuIW for t••ch­
ers al a I\otd mSwart\:;opo
botw...n ]ohann",burg .nd
Pmoria. The CI>l1J"ie wm focus
on issues oi developing
d<.'lflOC7acy nod ciliw>snip
through the formal ~ucalion
system
T"'Chellthroughoullh~

coont"ry Ire invilt'd te apply 10
11le Admini,trate r, 39 Heney
Street, Berea 2195.Only 50
plares .'" ••,.ilable.

DURBAN

Naidoo: the
prospects for peace
J.y N.idoo,' memMoilhe
Nali(ln/l! l'ea<:e Secr>:tati'l, will
diSoCUSS progn'!'5.nd oeIbach
in lhe worl< (l( n-gkmallnd
local dillpu!eresolution rom­
mi~'l' Future Forum
lunch in Durban on June 23
from 12.3Opm to 2pm.

The COSI i, R50 .nd n.>serVa­
lions ,hould be made with
low>Ua at (0311 J04.8893.

EASTWNDON

Marching to a
different beat
A pu blic mnting on con­
Kri ption will be held.t the
City Han on Jun. 2li.

• Another meeting of the
ongoing Gend. , f<>rum will
be held 'lldasa'. efficeOn
Jun. 18 Affinn.live action is
the sub;ect und... di...:u55ion
and .U wumenare w.lrome.

• OnJune 6 an . duc. tion
~m;n... will ""amm.. waysof
ensuring f'duc.lion lor
empowerment in !he llorder.
C"iskei and Transkei .reas.

Rural govt meeting
Rural localgovemm....t rom..
unde, the .potli~ht ot 0 conlel'
erce to be held 00 July 17 ond
18 in Eastl"ndon.

Th. role of tr.dition and
democrocyas w..ll as the
IUOCOtiOO ef land and 5<'1'VK-es
and the sustainability 01 rural
d.v.lopment will be among
th.tupi'" on th.. agend• .

Conftononre participants will
includ.tradilionalleader5 as
w.llas repn>sentali ..... lrom
cioo. business, locallnd
municipal governm..nt.nd
political parti...

WESTERN CAPE

City seminar series
11le role and pIare 01 local
government admlni.tration in
Iron.ition is tt.e wbjoct of the
third City Fuh1n' ..minar The

meeting will be held on June
17 . t 5.3Opm in It.e BeUville
Holiday Inn.

Karoo conference
Poverty and d "".I"pm~nt ln

the Kuoo will be the focm 01
• ecmlerel1ce to be held /rom
Jun.261o 28 in Bea ufort w..t

R... Beyers N.ud« will of"""
proceedings
which will be
atwnded by
fann wolk­
~ool

rommunity
<l'f"'I'5"'lta­
ti"",. dev.l­
opment

Jtoo &yt,. agendes as
Na,,,U well •• busi-

ness. church
and olher interest groups. The
ronference~ <>pen t<> all

Making
democracy work
A meeting will be held on July
8 10 look.1 dt'lftocrat;c mocha­
ni. .... /or new citt...

How p"',pk participal. in
decision-m.king. how to
enSure aec:ountatrilily and
wllat .re the most effective
fonn. <>f rep....."tatioo will
be among the qu<,,>lion.
disrussed.

BWEMFONfEIN
African study tour
Agroup of40 I.nn..... leach­
ers, acad<'lJ\ks, politicia ns and
businessle.oders from the Free
State will be head ing off for a
study tour 01 Zimbabwe,
Zambia .nd Malawi from
Jun. 27 to July 16.

The.im <>f the visit is 10
gatber fi"t-hand knowledg.
of the SUCC<'S5<'S .nd lailures in
ldnd reform, 'lIlCio-<.>ronomic
d.v..lopment, education.loc.l
gov.rnment .nd civil society
in those rountril's.

The group, which wili lomt
an inlonN.101'5 "think tank".
will reReeI on th.. , imil.rities
or un'quen.... 01 South
Africl in r.l.tion te the
experi. nc... of oth.r African
~~

UN aid
likely soon?
By WARREN KRAFCHIK

TENTATIVE PLANS fo,
United Natio ns soclo-ecc­
nomic .ssistanc. to South
Africa were laid at a ro nl..·
ence of South African• • nd
UN officiall in Windhoek in
May.

Th. United Nation. group
indudf'd "'presentativ.. from
26 .Hili.t..d . gend... The
South Afric.ns "'pe. se nted
politic.l p.rti... . org.nised
labour, bu<iness and non-wv­
emm""taJ llI'gInisatiom.

In the dilCUSSien on _io­
economic needs, . ducatien ,
h•• lth. hou,ing .nd iob c",­
atien w. ... priurit ised. It WI'

,t,....se<l th.t the... prioeili..
mw;t be addJ'<'S5e<l within the
rontexl (l( • nalional develop.­
ment strat'-'8Y capable (If """"'_

ing goals of growth .nd redl5-­
lribution, 'iimultaneow;ly.

Participants recognised th.t
th. first st.p in .ddressing
"",io_onomic needs was In
mobili.. existing !'e'lOUJ"Ct':\ in
South Africa thai an: nC>! effi·
cient ly utilised. How. v. r,
given the ",.1. of in..qu.lity,
.. temal finaJ\C't' would.1>.o be
r..quieed . United N.tions
asilitance will further be II><'­

ful in Ihe fields o/technicol
..p.rtis.., hum an r..soue<o
d.v.lopm.nt . institution. I
capacity building and poverty
relief programmeo.

Most 01 the d..bat. at the
conlerence focus.d on th.
appcopri.t.. institution. l
mechanisms to ch.nnel UN
IS5ista"'-'" 10Snuill Aftiea dur­
ing a transitional period. Th.
Sou th Aflican. caised Iwn
issues

Firstly, u socio-eroncmic
{unction••re unlik.ly to f.1I
under joinl control in a transi·
linnal governm.nl, assislance
from the UN would need to be
chann.led through. more
r. pres..nt.liv.. institutinn. Il
w.s sugg..ted that th. socio­
oronumic negoti. ting forums.
which 're . mergmg at • local



DIARY

In the footsteps of Plaatje

tigative journalism (hundl'l'd,
,,/ interviews, long hours 0 1

rollt'l1ing and sHu ng throug h
docu mento;) and it is ""hanced
by Pi""••r'. im.gin.tive lmlt·
ment and writi ng lalent. H.
h"p'" thai the Rapport award
will ,.,.".,. as encouragemenl to
probing j"urnali ,m in Atri­
ka.n,. th. t Afrik.an. journal­
ists in the mainst....am ",i ll . tart
Llking. le.f from the bnc>k 01
publica lions like V')I" W....,'hl.d
and DIl 5~ id·AfriLIo " .

Pi""a.r pt.n, to rework the
book for publication in English
in the near future.

R."..I Sd>. fl.. io pmdu<oon
. diw, in ld... ', m<d" d'partm,nl,

Ho"s PirnJlM: fncnlitllS"",,,, t "'" pmIomg
;ournoli' m i" Alril-iums.

RATES:
e Loosc tnsentons (~ i n~k A4 sheets, onlvt

1l.2'i(1 per I too
• I'ull rXlllc III soc • mn rese R1 000
• Rjll per column l1l1: .1 ~~lh,"ms x Ifk.m, .. Rnol.l

ll'l,)wlIn x Won.• ,H300

(co lu m n width ~ (, em )

and reach 10 000 readers nationwide

ADVERTISE IN
DEMOCRACY IN AmON

10 pi"...•ads orfm"fm'f/Jl'r I,uormtlfiml
COII/"Cl R m ,e I 5" b effe r «(U l ) -1 "1-312 "

Only black and uhite adoerts amttable.
Booefor the IW.U issue byJII(r 10.

Ndeb<>le <the Mapoch people
or Ndzundza tribel which cul­

minates in th" ree""t hist"ry of
uprising in KwaNde1-ele in the
mid-1980s. M 061 "f the suffer.
ing is e~peri en ced by h lack
peop le but we are g iven
glimps"" of heroes - on bOlh
_id"" of the divide and. few
who slradd le Ihe two camps,
That at lea,t makes it . litt le
mo....palatable,

Pienaar cu t hIS journalistic
teeth in Ihe m. in str••m
Alrika.n. press, the n free·
lanced , then moved to the
• lternat ive Vryr Wu lb l. J.
Working on a no.,. 1now. he i'
employed again as a , ub--ed itor
on IOlpf"lrt.

Mapoc" """"tioUy is . prod.
uct of the hard slog of inves·

8y ROSEl
SCHEFfER

H. n, Pien••r has . minor
bu t nevertheless ,e,iou,

regret ab"ut hi, . ward_w in_
nin g Di. Dad. Oo rJog ru"
Mop"" h, In the rus n to meet
printing deadlm..., his oligma'
intention to dedicate tho> book
to t h ~ t grN t South Afri c~n

joum.>list Sol Plaa11-'. was for­
goUen,

This omission wUl definitely
be recttlied in • future edition,
say. Pienaar, who ha' drawn
mu ch of hi' im p ila ti on f",
Mo poch.nd jcnlnlaiism in gen­
er.1 from P1••ti<', editor of nne
of our first ·'black· newspap""
at the tum of the century and
auth'" of the joum.>listic m.'­
terpiece, Notivt Uf. in South
"1=.

Quotation. from Plaatie ·,
work fe.ture prominently in
Pien••r' . book, which iIIumi·
nat"" the fib.... of BO<'r life in
much the " m,' w.~' a, rl.atje
....flected black pi'ople in hi.
time ~ with,"' t fragmenting Ih~

total South African experience,
Pienaar is quite eh ulled

about hi' Rapporl priz. , N~

010", so th.n Idosa. Ever opti·
mistic, .'.... accrpl il •• another
small sign that the Afrik. ner
",t. blishm,."t is 1>l1linnlng to
face up to ihi h,story. That is
.....h~t Mapoc!l set oullo arhi..,",
iI i. hi story tha t at limes
pierces the myth with M v••­
wting acruracy an d at oth. r
po int . ,ugge,t, mi.under·
,tanding., . l y. trying also
10 affirm the der' . light to
accept or "'iec~ to take "'"I"'n­
' ibihty nr to lay th. hl,1me else-­
where ,

lt " a ha rr OW ing a nd . at
times, wondt'tfu lly h"mom",_.
tale of. hundred yea" of ron·
Ilict betwe. n A/rikaner an d

Two years ago Idasa cecoed to sponsor
me publication of a n Afrikaans book wh ich
offe rs a cnncal reinte rpreta tion 01 a n impor­

tant slice 01 South African history. The book ,
ed ited and produced by ioase's media

department. was rece ntly awarded the 1992
Rapport prize for no n-fiction in Afrikaans .
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regi"""l and J\lltional ""'el, "m­
"titut~ the mosl indu"ive, Jell;t;­
malt' ; tructutt.'S pfl'So'tltly able to
play such a ",Ie in South Afli,"

","""ndly. th. capacity 01 the
di fferent UN agencies to
l'I'Spond in • ro-oroinalE'd way
to support growth and n'distri­
bution goals simultane" ",ly
was qu<'StionM.

The UN group ackllOwll.'dged
that fu[un' technical co-0p"" ­
lion with Soutl1 Africa would be
more demanding than in other
rounlries. Sp""i al instilu tion,,1
mechanisms would n.-ed to be
=at,-d to facihtate grearet pr0­

gramme co-ord ination and 10
deal with grassroots organ isa·
tions rather than onl y with .
Cl'Illral gowrnrnt'l1t

What wa" im p",l" nt, from
their poin t of Vi ew, was that
subManlia] effort be i n,~tod in
building up th. capacity and
central co-ord ina tion of lh.
negotiating fnr. to eMble lhem
to act as facilitahng and implt'­
menling ageneie" fm e~l ,>rn. 1

assi,t. n",.
nwa,.gneed that a follow-up

meeting would be held to fur­
ther considcr Ihc",- i',ues as
well ., ",'ncret . programme

J'TOP"""I',
Warr..ft ",.rchil i • • n o<ono",i<"

ron.ult.n' wilh ld. ..,
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INFORMATION

The people need
to know

Mislukking
- en mislik ­
in Malawi

o..'Uf HENNINC M YBLIRG

E",no 1111 my kind...,..... ;.,daar hfrin­
........ nil Prrsidml tw.ling> llon<U
,-u MaLo,,; "'~I mot groot '"""J'ft"

g...uJ in Suid-Alrilo.w.om op _pllt"li~

~ .... d..gO'W~ll-..dw
n.wlmJ.owbo>wsbg

Oit wu mot hif ,die 8<'<1'8'''' ;n lilY
.Kt~rlop d. , ek gtndrifl'JIi die grrn. poi.
III.....,. 1..o mbi< ... MIla ...; """,orm !W, "III
my kOf! l>e!lOek .an di.. l• .,d to' !>o-gin, Oi t
sou in l<~nl w""" om 1/'1. I. ,ie., n n die
land .." in \'1'11 "n .."''''''m;..... gm-i""""
....n 10f""!'I'T' l koo ""nd~f

8y dll',;n"R5f'O" IS d.ut .I;. gt'W ...... IOo!­
~ .........Usir ....ot "OltoDi 1OOO'I .....,.,j.

n "'" If\: k<.n vma/ Suld·AlnU, w..n. vir
u..., is "II poIililoV~nn"'-'-'P
SIl~h k is d...., ~.....nng . n _ hotr-

h.uld..Uk v..rd uid..lik pm;,.. 1 ..k In
Ml Lowi wll .I""", n...mb. voorh>Mdln~

tn>I V[J' 'II pol'hel<e srudi<'lo<'r <kw- '1\ gn..,.
\lrysl.ll~,

Uil. ind..li l begin
)lUllt> 'n yo"" ,n""l
gfli t"ld · A.......t on
....Iry" . On.. ure ....
my~by~

grell.po> ...",d (Ok
MlLo,..; bln~l
<lI'I<kr "II "J'rI:,\~

. 1 Il ...tr;ction
Orde r· m,,1 " .....,8 '*"""'KMybor~ . _
opdrag " ... '''s ui! -. ,n'$/ "" ml'!l"
LHong,... to(' te 1)'.

by '" "p<'l'ifi..l .. hoM in!<' bo,,'. <'II dko "",I.
geod.. Of;llmd by .lit d,......",.. l«o nto"' ..." '"

"""n doni 110 "" r.ppon_ om 08IlOO d ..
......~ow:nd brdW..~ lon!oor,
Wt<'f d,,....j fd~ . 10",,: .t'tduid~likiD~ "'
Llilolrdf.hk Un .1..~"".~n I'oltow'
Om li'tlOO 1S.b>wJ lI!'lI ftIIdr IMok oonuog
• ~n dif.onokuld ~ bodt....."S" ••n my
<~'l..hn~ rn ...<>«1 Ioq;~L>.i ' om ...... te
. rtI ...k z..mbi~ I"". (Pi.. Iyd Ng.oot .'f
Malawi w.<om),

Or p.ocl I~rug n. d i~ gft'n,J'O' madJ .lIe
woorde v.n ·n keJIIO"f in .I.. hold .Ii<> \IOrig<'
;und .leu. my kop; "On. i. unl~""Pd~ ",

"P'tlndi~0""1.' ons nils ....., 01 nif.. <1M

""" '<"I!'lI I!-rid nif.. dif. ..-gmn, hc1 . 1.1 ...
gdd. dll' rn<Jfthkhftd~ 000" dt".ol,...,.-___,M,-.Io_otn__•

' 4.0.. la . .. "i, ot'

•

From Pa g<t '

g. lhrnng.iM p........,t. lion (p.om.:uL>.l v on
~I " .. ha';ng dIfficulty -.Jju.<ll.;g 10
• differerlt pullnc.l gm>&'

Tbe prln' Jr>edi. (WIth ..n5u l. r ~'<?J""

bono) ~..-gi1lllJy "'--r. butmoot~·
mg .. I\lrbd ....ay 011 ~ inI.do- f'IP'S mel
....\vhool p;.n... . ... "l'Id<>m _nle'red:
h••d ly . lu1fl1m~nt 01 ou r n~w,p.l"'rs·

/nuc!H . un,l'd ,ndtpt"dmao . nd publicWt­

.iao' fun"tlon .~ tne<!i•••~ oot fulfilling
Iii.,;. functi"n III th;" rt'!\.nl ,

The "",mid group whifh n'u't "",y the
bl. 1ll<' lor l.... lammt.Ne lark "f ,nh..m:.li<m
romp""-",.n I"" p.orti al Coo.-..

One aPJ'"'Oo't... t t Il""em....... . m .his
COUJIU)' has l<llog toeen~ toy p.of;t­
noid °o/ I>rial f«Tft.'y" .nd ,n Irnpnlou'
>lyle .~~~' ...~io!d.(ft, 100. that
pohtial rornpromNo ,nd OWSO'..hon can

often ""~'l'd """"~ .Ind <'\J'f'"
d, tlo".Jy N hlnd des<>d doors. f1ul it i.
equ.oIly true thool OUIJ.!\"""'" . l.It........IO. "",.

pidity and .t"n~w.lling'f\' unli kely 10 be
indulged in ",'h..n til<' fun glJfI> " f publicity
'>r 01 I",,, Ihe po"ibility of di.dosu .e. i.
brouglll I1l tora.

' It is not good enough th.lt
some clever public rel.ations
.agency be called in once
the t.llking is over '

F"". if . ny. uf th~ d. l"l\'hono hav~ bo.-t-n
f""J"""'d I1l di vuJ~e tt..ir polirr on. nurn·
..... 01<TUcia.1 ronstituli"""J ........ ,nd the
...""'" and b.l<~,mund. of lhrir de~.I'"
and am-iwn. II doe "'" hfIp I<> "'f'Iy: "Oh,
b<ol \how .... <wyd~ .Ho<>ut InMt­

"""'"'~- for 1Iw ....p" of lbc"",
pia.....-ill hoo'l4' • COMidn'bIr~ 011
Ih~ final rn....itutio...1 form. In .Iddi!ion.
Cod.... ;. .ppa.....Uy d'....ing up a Ii' l of
ronsllluhon.1 princ:lplt>s wltit:h will furm Itte
buiJdin ~ bh ·k. of lhe fUlure c<m, l;tu li,,"
.nd bill of ri~hts

II i' no! ~n"d ~nou~h th.t "'me d~yer

public malionll 'Il""", tor r.o.Ilrd in, OO<T~

""Iking is ""'"' 1O....n lhe fuW product 10~
people hoofo... .In election lor • ro...IIIU1'f11
........MIy_n... NIuJeMb'a~ .... , "f;hllO
kno...... hoe it 50in, " . ....1 h> boo ~~pl

inlo.1n<'d by intd ligent . nd crih". 1put>Jir
""mm~n l..y, If thi. doe. no' o«ur. Ihe
fin;'hed product ...111 ha..... littJ. ......l>tt 01
Wglt1mory

'An uninformed society
cannot be democratic;.In
ignoran t electorate cannot
be effective'

H so..... practic.1 "''-1'" whidl will
'" y 10 It'CttIyins this looOd ...... 01
olWI":

• " ".II...fund~ inlonnallOtl ca"'palgn.
....'" rom_IOn u....-Iodgtd III tor
non'parfuoan .nd cn' L mel.l Cad_
",!",'&Ienl 01 Ho.....nl m pnnlll'd form

• G_lt'f allo<.- oIltJ1w.l net~In'$ bv
Ih~ SAIlC . nd e b~ pr~s, 10 .chin~ ~

ronlinuing and .nalytk.t l lreatm<>nl "I the
"~Il'>hali'ln pn."""" I.,; ""KUI• • foldi" , I"t.
• ...t nn I" nge . havt -Parli. mtft!Uy
~- - l>uew~ .1in ha'T .....·....I.lock
~ rrports!)-

• i\c'aoWt>Ie 1""""''''- of tlus infortrl.
-. n... ml'\ha cwId .....ploy~
~ tiu WftUy Codtw ..,pplenwnb.
pl'ltfiln ol lh~ J..d,ng public acton.,
Cod.... b.rom~'~,. f.... li ll'S I nd jok~"""m_

• Jnformahon c.mp.oign> tadverts. newslet.
eer;. mMing. ) by th~ political pa 'h~' to
in/o.m.M "",,"ult with I!lelr <:oru;t,tuen·
"",", They have . du ty I1l iI1form .nd Pdu·
ca.. thetr (OfISI,turnr.

• A m...i,·~ public Nucllion campa il"
.bo,,1 d~mo>rT.t1" "w~rnm.... t. its
dotcn.ond••~ otruo:tuf1.o§.nd proro­
du-. 10~ • dtmorratioc cum... in
.I COWItrv ..-hich "-sOftly I Ulbconwun
rio........,; ••• """.... of ~IiIK.l1 n p......-Then- . ... m.ony """" ......hanismt ...hlCh

elluld be Im. glIlltiw ly ~.pl"..-d. Th~ fi"l
, Iel"' .....,.j to be 10k"" u'1l""t1y to ini".m t~e

publi". An onin formod ""'fiely ran nol N
democr.tic;.n tgnor.nt de<:tot~", Unnc~ tor
-~

I'rD/ c_;,. . __, '" llw C"n1I .......
u.-.ud. ......... lallw~'"
I'wltl;" Iiw .. 1Iw L·rri..-". '" Cal"" T_ a.


