
PEACE ACCORD

Prompted by Ihe violence which rages th rough many
lownshlps tbe NatIonal Peace Committee held II cris is
meeling recently. Identi fying the lack of trust In the
sec ur lly forc es as a " mlljor obSlacle" In ach ieving
peace. II else decided Ihal all National Peaca Accord
slgnafories should meet as soon liS possible. THOMAS
SMIT spells oul so me of l he problems with the Peace
Accord In the Border region.

Peace process:
what hope for
a solution?

From Paga 9

a~mrots, au",""ive discussions, mom""ls
01 intense ",asperation . 8ul - and perM!,"
tllis is wheft, m"" could learn a few lessons­
in lhe final a!lAly";s other qUdhties claimed
vkh' ry; compromi.... lole rance and "'p'"
d ally genero,ity. The quest was not for
f'<'W<'l". but for I sllarN vision and ron...n·
' $

This was illustrated particularly well on
I"" last da y wilen the tim. cam. to eject a
st....ring commiltee. On", a~am, f""'C""lu....
f'><OO problems, and mum""larily il S<'l'lTl,od
". if petty difflWl1C't'5 _'" ~uing 10 uooer'
mine Whal had tll...< far beffi ",""ie.'cd. em""
ag.il\, h<'W"e\I<'l", tile spiril triumpllrd. and a
commilret' ..merged wllicll su....ly lIa, to be
the mosl~t.h"" elected body in poli·
tics h..l. y. culling.cn>ss pulitical. r.cial and
class divides.

Elec te d un . n imou , ly, and tu g.Ul
""laim, . s convener, wa.' Frrnc Ginwala of
the ANC with a st...ring rommitt... cum·
pming wom.n from Inkatlia. the National
P. rty, tli . Democr. tic Party, t he Rural
Wumen's Muvement. f(ontak, C",atu, the
Uni,m 01Jewi,J, Worn"" and oth"",. And tile
fares 01 til. deleg. tes reflect,'Il their S""UlJ>l'
p1e.su", .l lhis mUlley group

Th. Illought of fhe wurk lying ahead is
sobering. If th" Wonwn's Coalitiun is 10 be
true to its Slated rommitin""t uf r.aching
wom.., in lhe f. r ru...l ......s of Ihis counlry,
il will be • slnw .nd hm.-<onsuming f"""
""'" h' ochi,,,,. its ,>bjectiVl'S. lIut ",,,,,,how
Ihe weekend ill>pired f. 'lh, particularly in
lhe .bility of women to uvermme lhe odds
(I m.an, whn wnuld ha,'. gu""-t'd tNI by
the end nf lhe week."d buoy.nt mam.., ret­
ic.nt I.n ni.., h.rdlin. feminists .nd ,""en
Ihe odd purple rin... would be awkwanlly
bonded. .rm in a rm, in . ong _
"Malibongwe", the celebratinn 01 WOmtll ).

I had • littl. famasy "" I d rove away on
Sunday afternoon, an imp"",i bili ly. bul . uch
Is Ih. stuff 0/ fantasy. I imagined aU tho~

worn"" resigning tbeir posi~ons, and unil ­
ing on the political front to fOIm • mighty
and unifit'd Women ' . Party. R. p..."""ting
the majority of 50ul ll Africa '. people, we
would of course be. fom'lul p,..,..nce, at
Cod,,,,, and beyond . Wto would not need to
light fur power, because it would rome Iron,
wilhin. And perhaps, for a cb. nge, lhis
' '' unlry wuuld b. built nn principle. nf
f"""'C and caring and sharing.

Com mon vi, i"n .nd common purpose
brougbllOgether .. group of Ihemost di.,.".,
people im' ginable. Perhaps lhi, is the lesson
to be learnt by the nahonall"'litical play"'"
- thai is, if they have lime to , top, renoo ,
and absorb these "minor" pm".,..... in lheir
.ace for power.

B.. ROM"" iJ< . ~ional CG-Ot<! ;,....... ln
Idba'. PmQn. Qffi«.

Acommon reproach again., t org.ni", ­
lions and individual, participating in
Ihe peace procrM IS tNlthey lack tol­

..... nce and tact. C<'ncr...uy it is so. Our mlo­

lions al\' mol\' .asily stirrrd lhan our inlel·
lect, .nd lhe SlU ff of ,iolence ISvery slirring.

Bul ...·"'Y0n. ha, become"" caMul nollO
stir the .molions tbalthey resll\" them",l""
10 tolerating dl'leat. Recently lhe chairperson
of the National Peace Committee was qooted
as s.ying lha l Ih . p.ac. committe.. are
"fragile structu"" finding lheir way in a ,ub­
terranean world of horror".

Fleshing out the m.laphor a litt le, Ihe
nation.l peace s!nJcm", can be likened tu a
larg. blind mole. One of its blind spaw'n is
the Bord.r I C islei Regiona l Puce
Commilt .... Blindn.ss in thi, ca.. i. an
hen.>dilary dOOnl..., written in its 8"""', the
National Pea", Acrord (NPA).

The Border /Cisk.i r.ac. (ommilie.,
ium>ro six months ago, is the second old..t
"'8ional committee, . ft.. Nalal / Kwazulu ,
Called the Bonler/Cisk,.; Reg,onal DIspute
Rt'SOlulion Commilt.... (H/ C RDRCl, its kev
p1ayc,"" are the ANC and the Ciskeian go~.
emm,'Tll.

Six Local Dispute Rt.'SUlutiun Comm itl<'e!l
were ereatt'd , bul lllc RDRC developm."t
sub--rommi u.... recently broke .wav from lh.
peace structures to becomc a d",'dopment
furum , in ordcr to in.'ol". the T•• n.kei. "
govemmenland the PAC.

Neithc. lhe Transkei nor the PAC aJ\" , ig'
natories to the NPA. lloIh h.ove staled "'po.
ratdy th.1 they have S<'Iiou, problems with
lhe NPA .nd therefor. do nol wanl to be
part of the peace Slructures.

The area's RDRe ""'MiIri.t is a full-lime
bod y of sec onded personnel. After the
dep.rlur. uf the fi"t ch. irpersun. il con­
,iSled /", a long tim. of ,.n ly the

ANC /SACP/CoSd tu alHancc'5 r.present.­
live, .nd lh. pa rt-lime cha irperson. Til.
mh er membel'll of the secretariat had V'n ·
ished.

8usiness originally showed keen interest,
bul its promIsed "l""""'ntativ. on lhe....,."..
tarial never fully malenalised and after Ih.
s.ver.nct> of the [),>velopmenl Forum, il is
unlikely 10 du so in the fulure.

Th. Ci, k"; g(lvemm""l Was forthrighl in
its tolal disreganl for Ihe RDRC. 11 withdl\'w
its rep"""nlalive on lhe seeM. rial who", il
.n",,,,,net'd us wilhdr.wal from the ""!l,onal
p""'" structure.

'Our emotions are mo re easily
stirred than our intellect,
and the stu ff of violence
is very st irring '

Recenl ly H was agr..,d lha l Ihe Soulh
African guvemm..,1 second a per.;nn tu the
S<'Gl~arial. Th. Ciskeian and South African
govern menIs' ' .....undm. nts cam. "'foipped
wilh vehides .nd ", l. ri", pa id lor by lhe
Suulh African ta xpayer, Yet t he ANC".
seconded perso n has no acc.ss to Iho••
vebicles for peace work. This ....ms 10 Ay in
Ih. face of provisions laid duwn by the NrA:

• "The requil'll"l fin.ncial.nd ...J mini,lra­
live resOU f<;es of the N' llona l Pe.ce
5<'Cretahat,.nd the ntller budi"" estabh, W
by it, will be provided by the Departme-nt of
Justi","

• "Members of the NPA's LDRC's and
Juslit:es of p""", nol In the full-time employ·
men l nllh. state shall be ""l;lled tu ",mU ·
neration and allow.nc... to be paid by the
state"



w.r," Pt«r! 0;.""" """"II'..... """",il""" """"" 1M ",.mlry flu ~II~ olool.olt"-

Si>; lTIOllthsaim It.. Elordt.-r~ '" m.;, repo rt on the fept. l of >«I;on U 01 the
ANC ~I!d ti""nrill _ .... for.eo:- CIS"'" N.ono....l $o/nlnly Act. which A;'SIrio:t>.

ondo<l penonnd no! in lhe employ '" the the hoklinS '" IN'O'tmlV-
otIt. but 00;"3 tIlO' won. uf dw RDKC,. noIh- The Ciskn~I p .... "",",,I -­
inS ha ""'k'NI~ " !PI the South Alrian _lor il'~ withrJ,.wallrom Ibr RDRC; the
gowm.....nt h.u 00 ",",pie- with addinS Bor<kr Al"C"~ · prognmlllt' '" action· ; lhe
hundrN. of t hou~nd. o f und~ to the ~ t- of lhe """"l1J'ft'I"II o! tfw RDRC
CHew!~ aim~lI'Ig011 their Ca COIIIonIion it h.d m.>de "'" wIIhd rll w-n
hudget. du rins Ihe o rigiu l bif lh p.ng. o f Ihe

Nine IIIOIIlh. a fl..,. the adopnon 0#. ,he IWllO; and the allord.....eo! tfw RDRC ~
NPA, the fMbbnS IorpLo.tioll for lhe long the A."¥:. ZIa "'""" k) 0IXlf'l' poIib<:al f"'I"4
Dverd ue LOC'al lu.licK o f Puce i~ " ill St.."St'ly fIIOUgh.. now tNll"""'e rom­
....iIN. Yet, ,,'e ha"" been ~urpnK'd t,o pIa"t!>. foundoood 01 ..nfounded, ....~e 00m
minlI--boggIins bwNuaati< t'ffum: ~,cw.ri d our' .w.y

• Teft!">A~ 'cr.....wive are In Marlh, t.... clllnTrenon "" the RORC
llowollO E.tollJ;,ndor! for _ aiIemro<>n to .....ignN . 00 long.. r p~mllD tolerAt..
doa "Nooe<b A-,"",,",t· ; detNL

• A oecrdary l'«OtIded from. g"''''''''- TIl.. RDRC, IhlOug h ilo n..wl,. immo-
"""'t departmmr m Eaot 1.ondooI il; .............f l>ili$l(f fCUti ..... Is c....n....lling -pol iti<aJ
...........,;ly . nd If'pIa<"ed by .noth<-r mimi- poi"' g. and dilopUte .....mulion . ..., y
poriI')" tr• ....kf from Port E1i",""'h ..i th . from th.. blO,d .., RDRC, ,nd III.. n..wly
ar and pul upi.. " hotel f<lf two w....b; ritded inll'lim cNirJ""f"O" hal 10 far been

• Two ' pe<: i, II. I. art! flown ;n flOm wholl\"ul'lOOl'''''''........
Preturi.o to rommc'i5ion ,n off1co, romputer, n...: ANC programme " f ao:t\OfI • the cam-

Puc.. requ , rl'5 inw.tm~nt in ca pable palgn for ""'ce and dl"fN1cu cy • contrary to
hu.... n ft">l"' rreI, not nlt'f'f!y capable equip-- some ovl't-l... lou. n......p~f'<"" ~!""'u lation.

_nl. II ""lui.... a pouh ng of financial and was not a fa ilfd cou p nor Vul~ 2. bu t a
humon reli<"UR:t'lI "" ...........~I"'" in ,>fdt>r to pro t<'Sl Mhon_ . ul\$I"l u..ntly ~doptOO by a
re..rn peoplr on tho gf\l\ll'ld popular fronl of organi..hons. and toned

The Cis~... g<!wnllTlftlt pull«l oul '" the <iown 10 an~;n vot.... OO""at;,,,, and a
n:gional and local !llructures on the day lhal P""'!'1e'0 ......-nt>ly.
it oigned lhe NPA and wao admitlod to the The Cl. k<'i gOHfn m..nt ~ubm i tted to
National PNC\'Commll!<'e, II aJ<,o Iwppenod C<desa • ot.al<'ll\fl\l pported by two other
to be tb.. d. y th. t il h~ und ...tak..n to parrhes tha t Cod ~u.pmd il5~vH""

until the ll..nkr~ AN( ended its pro­

Slam"", '" ao:b;)n.
A _ng. hootl!d t,o f'retonoo. was Id

bet w""", the ANC and Ih.. Ciskel gov........
me nl . wh..fe Ih.. ANC . g'~ 11 would
.mend ib p""llum..... "" act""'• • nd th..
OW;~I ag.-f It wuuld~
~ U to trri/lg It in Ii .... WIth ~"'lN

South Afrbn log hb"' .and the :'.1'A. The
AI'j( .mer>dftf I I«' p"'lnm...., 01. arnon.
but dwCI!ibi~~hao

po.htidr ...n-d 10 amend .mion U.

The N. tion..li l Peace Accord
has no teeth, Public censure
and moral pen u..lision remain
the only me,IinS 10 ensure
part icipation'

The protol"", of the Ciokn wilhd"wal is
that it ilIus"at.. tha.t 11l practir<' the NPA has
no l'-"l'Ih, I"ublk <WI.u", aM moral persua­
sio" ....... in tt.. <mly means t" ensure part ic­
ipation, 1<'1 a!o.... good failh.

This is th~ daKl\'" tlwt ""ngs constantly
CM'T all NPA """en".... It hao s1tud in this
region and e1sewh.."" And lhese wounds
. '" IrIt to lest..,. una tteooN , endangering
m.;, whole body.

The fiN LDRC esU~ ~ the RDRC
outl-id.. Ih.. C;"~ri, In C.lhearl , h~ ~.
sunilu lal~ The blad Iown council 01 Kab­
Katll,,,.,.,.h ip .nnounn"d recently tha t it
.... withrJrawing hom the ~(OIJUItIIk>e.

One 0#. tlw '""""" for involving black
-.. councilo , nd "'-Lond~ts

in tlw I'<'l" struet!Jn"O l:J to dl~ waY"
me.. an be abob!olwd ~abIy .and Ir.ii.....
lomwd in10detroxralJ< ttruI."tw'a-

The f'NC" f"'OI"'!'l' should """ ptl'h:ftd
10 provide IrgII1Inacy 10 oboolete~
It should provide Itplimlocy 10 a p""-"""" 01
~11Tll"'_ only Othen>"'ioe il 1aU.s
ink> lhe trap of~ing lhe cunIlrt

The Cilbo 8""_1""" reiterlited its
u np rep ored n.... to part icipale in Ih..
~ and loc~ PN"" stnJcttrn'<,. But. two

monlhi .p'. lhe Ci>~" did ag..... 10. pro­
ceso ol mediation by two mem bers of the
National p~~ SemoIAriat, A1; y!PI. howev.....
no dale foc the nwdi.ot;'", has been seI .

The mole io ma,med, Wi th ..ach passing
day tilt> likelillocd of i" ,,·..wal d;mini.hes.
Tim.. i, runninK out, We mu.t 'ake cogni­
.. r.ce of ......itiv;li<'5. bui not be paraJ~
by thml The alt"",,,live io III pin the palsy
01 the PN<.... f'l'<'C"" in tolerating defual.

t-. ~It II • _ ..di_ ... u"'-'"
f1II' H Iii"'''' _ f'tSIon. _ 10 ....

" NC Ii _ lie IOIC

"


