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ABOV E: Colonel Gabriel Ramushwana IVern.la deferICe force chief), Major-Genera l Wally Black
(former d iroc1or-general D! ope rations. SADF HOj , CMs Han; (head of Umkhonto we SI:wa) and 'r nabc

Mbeki lANe e. ecul ive). LEFT; Hell' Grosskopf (MK), Paul Brink (forme, ol1,cer com marJd ing Cape
Town Highlanders), Colooel Gideon Meiring (SADF intelligence att icar),

...,.,., ,e-..""

MK chief a
reluctant
soldier

T HEf,'"," (~> , i;>(,th "-.,,,i"l4 . nd "1i ,,-d "tt;"·,,,
"Md,- iI d,'., 'h.lt ,h,>SAOI' wuuld '"''eel,,"''
full "1"'11 (On pT(~wJ; nl"

Tt...~ "1,,, mad., iI d,'.r 1h.1t th,> d i,m,,
'""" MtltuJt' low.,<I, th" ">nf( ' ,,·,,,~, "I D,··
f,' "," M in i"," M' l'nu, "A ., I,,, "'» nn'
,,,",,,,j by II>< top t~-"" )"n' "j U... ~AIJF

P" rn"" P.',m.lnen' F" ,« ' C"mm" nJ " nt
1" U ic Cilli,'TS, " "p'md i0l' to • 4 ut"ti<m
, \><",t SAD!' ,uPI~'''' f"r 1'...."i<1.. n' F W d,
1<:1,-,1<, ""..I Ih,,:

"h"m ,li"'u~~i"", wi'h 'h<' high<.,,' 1.·.-..1,
I " m «>"..i", ,'<1 'h<'y ""I;", ""'Y lu lly 'lklt
'h<'''' i, " " , I"'''''''i"" I", 5<'u'h Afri,a hu'
,,, m" .',' fully ' 1\..1 ,,' pid ly ,,,, p"h'ical .0000 lL
".m,'·

' 1\..1..'<1. Cill i..", ,\Ild .~h. , ,,, c1",dy ,,,"'>
d.lt,,1 ",i'h Ih<' m,hL''Y - i"dud lll~ \1.,~,,

( ~.",.,~, W"lIy B"" 'k C"mm,>d",,· li nd,,''''
~lcMu".,y, C"mm,>d",,' Vi, 1I "ld,',n,'''~'

"nin'" "r ' h,' cal'" T"wn lI igh ',,,Id..,,, 
" ',' ''' .,d,m.,n' ,h" a. ,'"Iy ," 1~7b 'h,'
SADf w,',,' pk.win~ wi'h ,h<' ~",',·n"n.'n '

,,, li"d, p<>!iti,,,l,,,,lu ' hm
Cill i,'"" "'p""'''''<1 ,h<' ,-h'w '''''' .""",<,~~

,,, ' h,' ,,,·g.~i,lli"" p"""~' ",,"" n" " .. hI-ely
,,, Wmt' r"'m Ih<' p',li,~' th,," th,· SAl}.... ",
'h"ugh h,' ., d mitl,·d , "'.. , upp" " f", 0.'
Kle,k in ' h,' "n' ,rod 10 ... " f 1h" SADF w.,
"' I\,~ h," i""u,'"

I',th h,' ."..1 1\1." k ('"t h,' ~,'m',~I" ,,, , II
d..I..)\<",~) di""""'d ,h,' SIIDf f,,'m ' h,'
" ' p"c;',1 r",,~.,," lind", th,' ct>mm,,,d "f th"
, hid "I ' h,' d "i,'''''' h ..",,_

m." wh it"
So.",t h Arnc.", h.,'~

b.,·n """"""1\''<1 ,,,
h ...,', 4Y -y,'"-,,ld
M K ( h id "f ~'dH

Chri, lI'''i, i, .,
, ' ifl,,j in ' h. ' M' " f
hu""", ,,'I,'ti" '" ."
h ,' i, in I\u,"if l.
"",f,,,..
Dm,"~ Ih,' l iv, '

d,w ' " f ,h<' ""nf",,'n«' h<' "'., h um" ",u•
•,nj inJd,bl\. hlo In • ~ u,·,t r", h<'..-1> ~nd
mi"d , ' h," . iuJl\inl\ f",m , h., ~id<'l i",·"

""'",,'<1 t" "''''~ con" de" ,hl,' ,,,ca",,,
Af"""t " I",'f 1<' ' h..i, "hi•.; in d irl" m....y

""'TO th,' al>o.,u' SO d,'I,')\.,t,.. r,,,m MK, who
, h.""',,j 1\'''''' """,in' in 1h.. f"l'" "r ..,,"' 
nw," , r,,'m 'h,' "',,,,h " r th,' h"",e ..1" 1")\0' 
ti" n wl>o.' "w,' "fk" u"",,,,,-;." " "f ' h,· ',l(
I " ~ .,nd "",i,' ' tti'ud ,' "'"",1.'<1 hv t hd , ,,~

".. , k"
H."i hirn",·1f .. ", d"ph,yi"~ ~,k,~ "" ,he

lI"t """"' '')\0 ch.lI" "l\ i n~ Cili"", Fom' offi
n '''' ,,, .·",1, m",ni"l\ ~,g, ,"'''' nd Lu,",Iw,
l\1"dully " :p'"ti"l\ Ih,' opi"i"" of M. ~,,_
C,·,,,·,,,I 1'0',,11 , H1<1Ck if" , ,,,.., d""~,,, ~,.,, _

"1,,1 "r " F"-·,. ;,,'n, . t J d ..nc,' h,',d~ u,,"''''
i" l"'d",i.1' h,>1 H,,,, i " -,,uld ,,,,, k "" hil\h.·,
lIM n li,,,,, ,·,,,,,,t In hi, .,my,

(In,, "r th<' "'0" d..Ii.,.",· ""''''',,, ', "f ,ho.'
co" f,'''''''''', f." 'h,' . " h -mih l. n" , in .,nv
,~-'''' ' , w", ",ho,'" t",,,,,·, 1'.·,,,,, ,,,·,11 f<"" ;'
C"mm.,,,d. ,,, J.kki,' Cill i,'," p, ..,o" t,·d
f fo " i wi'h • ~h."y_ At",,,,',,, ",,,,,phld

"'I'm "'-' ITV 1 , .",'t
"It,·, y"u" Ji",-',,'·
,h, p," (";Ih.,,, ""..I ,
""""i"l\ i"'" th ,'
' p i' " " I d"" 'nl<' ,
wh'k H,mi .k,'o',,1
him""1f h . m.,klng .,
~""" "d" "f I",i ", 
ing "u' p""icul."ly
wo"d",,, , w ",' p_
" m y 10 ' h....., ' ltt ing

Ik'," h,m
F",h. '" i" '11,· fi" t I~'F"- " J d i"" n -d ,,, ,h.·

,~,nh,''''o, lI ,mi ,.nw "m", In ,h,- ,m"l\"
"f th,' "-I>o.,l"-,,,,f.h.~, gi"i"g ,m h i" "'k,'f
""" ,vi, 'w "r .u m,,j " ru f:!\ i,' I>o.·r"", Im mnl\
I" th<' p""''''' ,it"" ,,, ,"

"(',, 11, i", ."', " nil,""",1 "b.,,,,I,,,,,,,,,·,,, "f
,he " "",'<I " ruf:!\I,', i" th,' f'K" of I',·",i' '''n'
1",1i.-.••"..1 ",mv h'Ol"Ii'y: in , h., f.",' "f .,
t>.'""'Y "r I.,,,,. I'"~,,' ,,ti,,~ "" ,,,,,,1 .,,,d r" . ,
I",h ti,'.f ""l1vi'y ",hif.· l\i"i"l\ ",....l'i"l\
p"""'''' ,,, th,' SA ,,'<unty ", t.,h l"hm,·nt,
M" ~, u nf"i , ,,, ' h." "',' u""·,,f i, tic," h. ,
",id '

Oth", ""min,,,,, ,i~n," di,'",hi"g ,,, 1h.,
II:-.JC w.·,,· "I>o.· ni~" ,,,I,·,. n, o h .w."d, th.,
,,-ti,-,' Y "f ' h,' ,i~hl w i n~ "".1 " i~i l ,"". ,

~",uF", " I'f'''''n ' h,.. i'."i"" ,,, " 'I,,,,,' p'~

Iib,-"I pri",,,,''', ,rod .kpk 'ym,'n' "f 'h,· ,~~

""i"u, nw".,,,. 'Y fl.,"" lh.n :12 in ,h<' "'ph
, i"" , it" .lti" " in '\" t"I"

II, h,ng ,. ' hi' kind "f ";.,1.,,,", · ,,,ntl"
,,,oJ, 11""i "'id, \I K ",,",fd "",tin"" wi'h
,h., ' 10"'<1 , ,,ul\l\l,' _\1 1( Ik,d "a ",,,,,1 d u' y

"
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l'llhl """"- ........ Th.oi'. ~ .I,lf<..-

.... ' h"'~
" I ,,~, C\'... p l...d~ to.,wil-

d<n«I ..' .... ..........J irI ' h.- """"
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.....~I pu , . I ..tolk" '''y
I" "I ' 'mrn' ,h. , J ..·hu·
m ' ,pl~ . I ""Ii..,·~ i ..
•." ••",,~ . ,,·h.1h,.....",,~ ru..i"".
...."', ' h.1' h'I> ,"" "''''en' i.l l '0
',.",I"n... po... "n.

" I.. "m u,, ~ . , , h~ Id"'"l "
h, '" I.., ,,"'••••1. h,/s " ..' ""ft':.

h,· "" Y>, .".1 ...· l.m ~h.,

~....... , ,..... ",,'<I ""ri"K ".~,

... ... In \1.<1 ".r..•. it " .", i ..
' '''' Ikto...•·

1'Jk-> .~",. 'h.1' ..,.... N..;,. , ..
, ,,,. 8 ,1>1,: ;" " lCi.l1 jlNio.-'". ' '''''..,.... "_,.<1,,, to ..r-.

T1k'}l ru"u,' f".Alk·1 f" tt.. 
1 110,,1 " ,,'on.l,·d f,,' m \I I<. I"
1f." I,· "" i"n W"f~, I"l1i<ul.u!y
w ,' ~ t ...• "' s O<! .",J A lh.-.l W",. ·
••,,' U"" 'n, M,,,tin I" ,. po'....,,,•
nd ~>l< iro ' h..• N,,'.,I ' ''!lo'' i"Ju, ·'.ywi ' h ,,,,....,m.' ""i"",

~ u" h w..•..• , h.· ~ nc" u n ' .,..
.I",,"~ .·,·..,.. i,,~. "Il I",m ,lk'
1. ..m.,1 hu.i"'..... , >I ,"" coni..,. ·
.....~•. S.,,: h ;. ,h.: t •• ~....~ .no!I"" 1" """ '" ,.. ,..., <lk>"'''',

Ik · ,.u. 01 (Tt.......~ , Anw~

..... ", ...I... .Iun..1': , l lI K'
""" ......tn _ Opo.~"'''''' I ",,, _ , .
~ADF ~.II i '. s. ' 1<,(' " ....
hk'k... . nol t "", ,>I '''''1''
I"u..-.l "'h,I.· t"', ••m~' r.'..1 ,,·
..,M t"''T'l: 'Th" i, • Iu'" " '••
{""'I t"',,,·;, I"" ''f",my. (.'" i'
", ith Y" " ''"

M.,l1i " ,h,,~,... hj, h""J "Y"u
.-., ,,', !>t' I'M' " I 'h.., <hm <h in
, b..· ."n,y:' h., " ',"

FII<, ... I.,k,... .' .Iifl,,',,'n' ~,,'W.

llul h.: j" irk" • Jitl,,',,'n' . fmy ,
"Up ,,, '~i . m''''' ' 'n' I . til1

d...", "' n"'~l h In"" ..""'. n·I,I':'
...... ' ......·hi 'W'- 11k-y "'old . ~~ :'
........ , •. "T"': tiN Ii"'" I " ..J

"'ot~ ,.. "'.
" W ~ h. , ' ~ l>"~,, . 1>1,' ,..

...--.dl<h ~I ,1M- "-"1':'''''' ,n ,.... _ ..
w.~ , W~........, ,,"". """ _ _ ....

, ..... <n--oonk..- ~'l.1<"" ~,.. ,""

...... w~ l<t>ciT...., .... ......m~ ..>I
,..... ' 1''''' uf "" """..",J..,.

" ",~' ~~ I. ~ ~ br.",,~,

' .....vol ... h.l, .I..... . \\'~ h.l,....
" '''' "" ,....,,""' . flu. , .. t h.
I<_''''h,!" ....." ... ~... ""I':'''ll
I .... ""'1:' ,,-.1 \lK," "'" ",oJ

Ott .tt.. puN>< i>l.tltJnn. , ......
........." hi~1 a. a _~nI
...IJ .~,. i~~"h'..-d i " ~.",..-d

"NU'" """, 01 .-..-.ty. ",ot
'lUI ,-.I e........·•.

"'('('", Ji n~ ." ~ nurn ........
,N "",.J l publ; 1....... h.- '" •
m.o.. " 'M "'" in.J a n1"''*
,..... "''''' '''"0 In:.od ~~ .. .....
I;,;..., ,,' ..., 1<-.0.1, t<v mJ'k-. II..
~'pkH" '" ,..., .. 'itti..~ _
• " pc> on hI' hl~ I>y SA 11'''''
~ m~,,1 ..~~ ".. i .. 11.• • ,,'....
.no! I........."',.'" k'l;''fl<l.",

Ik' ;, ,>In· ,ly I,,,....J ano! ,,~

' ...01' " .... , _ u""''f h" <om·
""" .... " """ "I ",h" m "·'pn..",'<1
,.."'.,~" in pli,·.,t.., nom,.."",ti"n
.It 11>..• w.v II.... i h." ""'n d,"

Such are military tales
IN THE wum 1.ml>,. ..
..i~hl . •h. .... m~.. ...,t '. I~,.. !to
", ,,p. i..I';. d,,"~ ,..~ "''''1 • I'. ...l
t:l ld~...J 'I••tI.. .

'1.o11". .nd Elid <l...1d h.ln
....1 ~ t-.".. i .. :-;"t~l , { lnt- ll"...·
"p in Pi ..i't"w .. T h~ .~~•.,
.....-...1 in O~nn"n' ~l"" ......_~
T~~~ <"... 1.1 h~,'~ ,It", ~~<h
u,hrt _ in A"Il'~ ," 1_11
1""1 . \4••lIn w~. ~ p.o .....1
f ........., .... ,"'_ ~I ~n \4 1l

~..mp.-J .."""Al"!l: "'!'I"'"
.>1 f~~ ,,""'.. in ' '''" ~.....

A 1m '" ...... ~nd P l ~ " .
..................... ;,.m.h ·
101:'-"""'. could ....., .. .J.-t>< .-..l
' '''n,.. or h.lnokd f llkot , ,,,
'nk'TT<'l':o" ....

II.· ,,·11 ,...........,.......
"'~ i .. ~ ~"'''''.;. "·,,h • I""""
..n..... 11k' ""'.. ..... l>!'noll,>I.I....
• nol h.. u rn. p;"~,,,,'<1 "'·h ,nol
h... h.><~. "1...",' ,,, "'... ,..'

I'.u l', du', ...~. ,,, "" no! ,,,,.
pri.._'f "'~'f ,,, i .. " '!:.",.... . ,
,,,,. "no! ,.. , <""p ~ ".k I '"
.,...'wt"'· pri 'f w"' I"'>l>., hl}'
~"i n~ ,,, d i,·.

T"''n' ""'n' (~ ...." on ,"', ""h ·
"'I'''~' If,' r u l hi, h.' n.l "n ,h,'
",,,,,, ,t m., ,,' , I h i~h , "",,·~,'d

him .nd h" '<1 th..• """.~ ,,,1,1
,.... m., ,, ." ·'h i n~ "I h"m.,n·
;'y.

Su..h " '" milot ,••k...
I'd,,1 ", ''''ot .1"""')\0'"

\1.,ni ' k1' ' Ik' ..·hu....h
,,'h,k· ",. ,,;.~ . ,, >1.1...'1

Reluctant soldier
,,, dd" nd , , ...''J'l<'''.
H~ .p "k'<l I" ,1M- K'''......·

""" " ,,, " ..I..., th.1 , , A\;C
h.kl .IT'«lpl , 'Tn ....

"'hu « 1.1 pI.Iv ~n 'm 1

........ ' hoe I':"......J. , I h"ll
,1M- <....'wI ..>I ,,"' ,,,.
hmoJ.o6on~...J , ..-..

II ....." "~I~. ,""""'''''. 1<.. 'h.
~""'"'_ to .I''"ll ~ 1«<1 ,...
,.................... ol ll... m m "' r "
....... -' """- "' ...-.J I"""".-

I" ~n~ '" _I':<" 'h.-
""k",.J ,..r I ..,h-
",w;-r~'" ~nd , w ....

"'''~'''''l\<' ~,'ic.l "NAAi<'.
, ...,.; "' "l , d<-<cnf"l_ ,..
\IKe

" A , ,1M- ....l\'..n, ..~ " .....
,...:Iv ino! " ,"' .....I ~"'ll

... ~ t... w..• h.kl ""
1.00:,10".... "'. 11.0 1Iu' ..'~ . ,...
.....,,,'<1 ""....~ ' u« " ......... ' , '~

" " n . "'J'Il,",u'"",. W,·'n k"
~,,'L K,..·"" ,~, \',.."t",~~,·. ·

lk _');,..·, ...>Iio.- . ......'.."
" W " ".,.'" in'pm'" .".1 ,,,.

~.mi...·", "'e ~,·"" ••,t....... . pi'i'
,,{ J..-li."....." .",t ,h ,' ,,,ut~ n"
'1" ,n,I,'<I . TIl<' , 1,,1<' h.,,1 I" ,., ~...

"

" I),,,,'t p.lIn' U' dll I>y ' ''''m,''
,"', ~'·""'f.,1 ..".I ·'w.",,· 1""..,,1
•>1 "". """• .1 w,·',,·...."',""'<1 ,>I
"."""",.... J'l. 'J'l<' .I,,: '

In 1.><1, . ",. dn~u .." "'",",nd'h" " ,~ .......f"l ,," , l.N
.... II ~.>I t"'· "'''' _ ".",...
l .."m "n,,·... < "mm.nJ , n ~

C.J'l" T,_n lI,!\h"'~ T.",~

' ...m " ~~ k" ·1....
Jo.~ >1 th.- ~A I)f""

·'w , ~ '<> "'....
.. " ~ •• , A-.c
~........: . ....~ · 'W· Id .
........... II .IoJn ', ...
"" ·h h.lnd ...
'h.- .~ , h -h '....
1>1 " ',11 ",. 1"''' •• , , ...
~ "'"'.........

" 8 ., , 1M- ,,,~,.... "'~

h.l, ·t "' ,,, .... ,·,1" .
.>Ito< '<I.nd o.I.·.."tk'<l " ,1th -
n' ' . nol . 'nk·' h. ... \\'~ ...
",>I.Ik~ . W.. h.lu· h>lh ....,, '<1 , .
,,>hl k'-'~ "'kt.· ··

\b",,,,'f ", ,·n' .... ,,, ,,'• •n ,1M
\4 1<. J''''-';'"k'n: ·· W.· ., ,,. m,l.I
w mp."''<1 " 'IIk "'k." ,'''U dn '
l"~n~ 1<' ,...~. '" I"",,,· "'.,..~ ....
li"n , ." .nJ t" "' ~" th ••t "I<.
t.. ,~ .,J " .m' .•~",~ '''', .,.1,'..... h..,
.' nd hI' 11".~\"'. ,·" ,, 1,1 "If,"
"n h<"" th, , mi l\h' ",. h.'n,II,-.l

( ~, th,' ","'" h.,,,.I, A\;C I MI<.
,td,·~.' h" .",,1 ,, ' h,'" ,h,.....· h '
,' ' ''1l " ..."d " ,.,I>~· " ·It·,,.." .,in'
•, n,t ,to rl"m.,,·~ on , ,,,. •." .... " I"'''',. ,' ''c 10.,,,1.·, Th,,"", \t""~ i
,!<·)j<.,.·lv ,.',m.·.1 " ~.I\~" ~"

' ",m ."" 1" , l lo. ' I""'f , n~ ,"',
d""n~ • .1.1 " \t "'·~ i ,.;.1
.J."'-"..".. to.o.t " . n " '>\0',.'" ,,,
,..."""'~......J ", , , ...''''''" ,,,
.........m ,to.. I"'k· ,~ '''''''''~

......·. Rl "'lllI'I"""',
Fo" ,h... 1"'_ 'n ..~•.pl-oo......

" ..... ".'< ,,, ...um..
~,_OJ l."h 'h ' Ik Ik. h.o.l
........ .ad...............

IT IS 'm"'_I0' ...... up ,n
•_ . "icl<- ,.,1.0,. "'........
•_ '•. ,__~ "l ~""'rl

,npu" '.n ,,~~ ..
I"...~l. , ~. do-to.o ~no! ,1M-
o._.,..u.1 llull "'~ ''''0
h..~",v .1,1..." ... , ...>I11 ,,·~1 ~ul·

'u,,'"
A .... .... .I...· , ,~ .. .... ~

... "...,~k· . ~nol " ,...." ,n ,1M-
'·.m'u ' u n , ,,... ,,' 'Iw
..""n',,· "',11 ·mf"l ,"", ...~

It,,,,~·,,'f, " '••"".•~
, h.., .", ,~ ,h..· 'n ,,·"",·
'h.u in " . "·I,,.,n~ mi n Ull"
\lI,, '~i ,,~,kl " ", " ·,,h I"" ,,~.

,-m Ol ' ''1'1'' ''\ "I . 11 , " W,· "" II ," 1
,,,~,,th, , ••" ,·" "".,,1,... "','.u,,·
"'" .,,,. """"I '" "n,' ,'"mm"n
" ... ,11-,' ,,, ",,,I 'h,' "·.,,b l,· ' '' u·
,1Ii,,"." "' ,n..· ," 'I LI ... . I~ ," I.....·
"h i" '" ,h." " ... ,''' '' '' ''' .·.n
h,'" '" I" "" " '."

...... u ... "'" 'cul' ..".~, ;" ,....
p"l>! i,,' ...... di. i,ion 01

'd. ....


