
EDUCATION FOR DEMOCRACY

"people starl looking
for Wmeone 10 blame".
"I"he", was also the da"_
gf< of misunderstand·
ing - "thai in a democ­
racy you can do what

you lik. and that only tlie majo,...
ity can be right ,"

Com menting on the difficulti..
of tr ying to reconstruct Poland.
stH> said it wasalways easier 10 be
in oppositi on and to denounce
things than to assume respon,i·
bility, "It is mu ch easier to decon·
Slruct whal is happening than it
is 10 create a ,,",w",. lily"

Kura towsl<a said th.t educa­
tion for democra cy was nec..·
sary.t "every level" 01 her soci·
ety_Prople nt'eded to understand
what ",,"ctly was meanl by <i'il
society,

"The general feeli ng among
people is that they have 00 influ­
ence on the dl'cision-making pr<>­

cess - even though we now have a democ·
racy, We had a very unpleasant surprise in
Ma y 1990 during ou r first local electi ons
when only 3J to 53 percent 0/ people voted ­
it was a v"')' apa thet ic turnout."

Howe'·...... she noted that despite her pes­
simism, there had also been many successes
in Poland since 1989, It was ironic that the
vole 01 nCKonli dence in the Polish parl ia­
ment Ihat had been passed so recenll y
came aft..... ligur es showed thai n>r the first
time. indu,trial productivity had increased
during the fi"'t qu.rter of 1993. I! was also
the first time the u......ployment r.te had not
n,,'ll

asm and people flocked to the polls on elec­
honday,

However, once a government wa s in
power and began to implement economic
reforms. differences quickly emerged.

"We must remember, democracy is a diffi­
cult system:during the transit ion the ..pee­
talion, withi n socie ty a re very high . In
Poland. people believed there would be pr0s­

perity and a better life , When this did nol
happen immedialely it led 10 lruslration, dis­
appointment and apa thy, The e.peetations
are always greater than the real poo;sibilities"

Another danger, said Kuratow ska. was
thai of extremism from the left and right _

Apathy and blame fester
in new democracies

I N A sobering and
mov ing address, a t
ldasa's Education lor

Democracy confe rence,
Polish senator and a mem-
ber of the nnce-under-
ground Solidarity movemenL
Professor Zo/i. Kuratowska,
spoke of the IIarsh ,..,alilil'S con­
fronting a new government after

yt>a" of"'1'''''''0''0.
Such was the , la te 01 Polish

poli tics tha t the day before she
spoke allhe roof.renee she hea rd
lila! the Polish pMliamenl had
b.en dissolved. · So [ am no
longer a ...nator nor . member of
any senate forl'ignor h••lth peli<)'
rommitt...... ,h• .aid with a smik

O.for. proceeding with her
talk, ,he said that while she could
not 1••1 responsible lor the
actions an d behaviour of all
Pol.... she wanl"" 10 record how
sorry she was lhat it had been a
Polish national who was allegedly responsi­
ble for the assassination of Chris Hani.

Kuratowska reminded the ronference that
Poland had been the first central European
country to succeed in cha nges wi thout
blood<JIed in 19S9. and despile the troub les
it was e'periencing now. Poland wa< still the
most developed cou ntry in central and east·
ern Europ<.'.

In June 1989 when democratic elections
were held, Ihen' wen' practically no political
parlies, except for the wea k Communist
Party. A national civic committee and local
civic ro mmiltees w"'" organised to prepa'"
for electiuns amid,t much popular ""thusi-

Keeping an eye on the horizon

I
THIN K there is a ernt, . 1 message in
doing education for democracy: thai is
that w. need to bel' one eye on the

horizon and one eye on what is right in front
of us. That means living with the Iffi'ion 01
wbat we bave now and what we want to
have.

I! mean, building our education around
tbe realilie\; of people's Ii,·... - viol""t liws.
in ,ecure lives, intolerant Iv.. - so that we
can w"rk low. rds a non -,-iolont society. a
tolerant so::dety. a mr.>re secure 5OCicty.

The starti ng point of education is where
people Qrt at now. not where we as educal"'"
wanl them to be.

Rigbt now. elections are up permost in
people's minds, So if we go into a workshop
or lraining course talking about d.mocracy

Eldracls Irom an address delivered
at a Voter Education Fair in
Johannesburg recently by ALISON
CURRY 01 Idasa's Training Centre
for Democracy.

as an abstract C<.>ncepl without connecting it
to peopl.·, 11>-", and without talking about
the ro le of elections. peopl~ will simpl y
Switch off

But. on the ot h~r hand . if we just tal k
.I><'ul VOI.,- educalion - abouillow to make
a crnss - lhen we run the risk of another
Angola. where aft<... the Crose.... we", made.
no-one a""epled Ibe r",uhs and civil war
erupled ag ain . We s imply cannol a flord

another Angola
wh.n already
the,. has b...,n so
much bloodsbed
and so manv lio'"
lost in the struggk
to reach this stage
of the tra nsition
process ,

!I we are working to build a democratic
country, it is not some my' tica l magical
product "ou t ther. " that we will finally
a ttain after e lections. If w. are building
democracy we need 10 be democratic uohil'
we build, W. need to live democracy. not jusl
tal k about it. We need to give people the

To Pa~ 10
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